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SCIENCE AND THE AMERICAN PRESS1 
By DAVID DIETZ 

SCIENCE EDITOR OF THE SCRIPPS-HOWARD NEWSPAPERS 

THERE was a time when a speaker a t  a session of the 
American Association f o r  the Advancement of Science 
spoke only to  those within the sound of his voice. 
To-day, he may speak to the entire nation. 

Even as  he stands upon the platform, his words 
may be going over the telegraph wires to  newspapers 
in every par t  of the country. I n  the case of the 
address of the president or one of the vice-presidents 
or in  the case of a n  address containing some discovery 
of outstanding importance, the telegraphed account 
may run to several thousand words. 

Each day of the meeting, the larger metropolitan 
newspapers of the nation devote from one to five 
columns to reports of the papers presented. The 
total amount of space devoted by the newspapers of 

1 Address given at  the general session of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, Atlantic 
City, December 29, 1936. 

the nation to the meeting is in excess of a thousand 
colum~is per  day. 

This is  a fact  of major significance in  American 
life. It represents a change of the first order in  the 
character and meaning of these annual meetings. It 
possesses profound importance f o r  the progress of 
science, the conduct of journalism and the future of 
the nation. 

The fine and friendly relations which now exist 
between the scientists and the press is symbolized by 
the fact  that you have invited me to be the speaker 
of this general session to-day. As the former presi- 
dent of the National Association of Science Writers, 
I think that  I may say that  the growth of this accord 
has been the source of great pride and satisfaction to 
all i ts members. 

There was a day when the newspapers had no inter- 
est in  the reporting of science. Those were the days 
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M o s B Y  - OUTSTANDING TEXTS- M o s B Y

7 For Febmry  Classes! 

DUNLA P'S 

Knight Dunlap has been and is a pioneer in the advancement of theory and fact in the field of 
psychology. His present-day theories and facts are crystallized, in this text for a one semester 
course. Basically sound in every phase, i t  was prepared not only to teach psychology but to also 
require the student's concentration and effort in  learning the fundamentals of the subject. It 
further was designed to teach only the elements so that the student would receive a thorough train- 
ing and a good ground-work in his introductory work in psychology; and also to avoid the con-
fusion which might arise by introducing too much experimental or other work. 
I t  is new, modern, and effective for classroom use. 

Elements of Psychology-By Knight Dunlap, Professor of Psychology, University of California 
a t  Los Angeles. 499 pages, illustrated. $3.00. 

MACLEOD and SEYMOUR'S 

The three former editions of this text were written by the great Dr. J. J. R. Macleod, whose well- 
known ability and contributions to physiology and medicine need no comment. Upon these three 
editions is built the prmeflt fourth edition. It has been revised by Dr. Seymour of Ohio State 
University, an outstanding teacher of physiology. The book now offers an authoritative, and well- 
written discussion of the subject. Every phase is taken up in logical sequence and explained so 
that the student can easily understand it. Many illustrations, review questions and a glossary 
of physiological terms add to the "teaching" and "learning" values of this book. 

Fundamentals of Human Physiology-By R. J. Seymour, Professor of Physiology, Ohio State 
University, and the late J. J. R. Macleod. 4th edition. 424 pages, 112 illustrations. $2.50. 

McCLENDON'S 

Students can learn physiological chemistry from this text without an extensive knowledge of organic 
and general chemistry. It was designed to give a well-rounded course, for the beginning student. 
There are no high and low spots in the book. First is given the chemical elements, then the tissues 
they effect, and finally their digestion and absorption. These chapters are tied together by several 
other chapters on Speed of Action ; Enzymes, Energy Exchange, Metabolism, etc. Each chapter 
is well balanced and leads up  to succeeding chapters, thereby showing the interaction and interrela- 
tion of activities, organs, and tissues. 

Physiological Chemistry-By J. F. MeGlendon, Professor of Physiological Chemistry, Medical 
School, University of Minnesota, and the late C. J. V. Pettibone, 6th edition. 454 pages, illus- 
trated. $3.50. 
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