
SCIENCE 


The printed reports, voluminous though they are, by 
no means include all the material of interest to 
scholars, and the printed briefs are  usually to be found 
only in the files of the courts. The records of Con- 
gress, known a s  Senate Files and House Files, also are  
very miscellaneous in subject-matter and have been 
printed in considerable part ;  but they include much 
valuable unpublished material, such a s  petitions and 
memorials, copies of documents the originals of which 
have disappeared from departmental files and records 
of committee hearings and transactions. 

Enough has been said to make it  clear that the body 
of records known as  the national archives is of vital 
importance for  the advancement of science on many 
fronts. It remains to consider briefly, in conclusion, 
the contributions that may be made to the advance- 
ment of science by the new institution known as  The 
National Archives. Obviously these will be primarily 
along the line of promoting the preservation of the 

archives themselves, making their content and value 
known, and making them readily available to scientists 
wherever located. These results should be achieved 
not only for  the material transferred to the custody 
of the archivist but also fo r  that  retained by the de- 
partments, in  view of the authority given to the 
archivist to inspect the records of government agencies 
wherever they a r e  and to make recommendations to 
Congress with reference to  proposals fo r  the destruc- 
tion of supposedly useless papers. It may be confi- 
dently expected, moreover, that The National Archives 
will make many contributions to what may for  con- 
venience be called archival science. Certainly it  will 
engage in research on problems involved in the repair, 
preservation, reproduction and utilization of docu-
ments and of film records; and its discoveries should 
tend to promote improvement in the treatment of 
archives and historical manuscripts in  depositories 
throughout Che country. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

A PROTEST AGAINST THE EXPLOITATION 


OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 

PARK 


A PROTEST has been issued by the following organi- 
zations concerned with conservation against the ex-
ploitation of the Rocky Mountain National P a r k  : 
The National Association of Audubon Societies, Izaak 
Walton League of America, the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, the American Planning and Civic 
Association, the American Forestry Association, the 
Garden Club of America, the American Wildlife In-  
stitute, the National Parks Association, the Society 
of American Foresters, the American Association of 
Museums, the National Conference on State Parks, 
the Massachusetts Forest and P a r k  Association and 
the Wilderness Society. 

The protest reads : 

Believing that the National Parks, set aside for the 
use, enjoyment and education of the people of the United 
States, should be protected from commercial exploitation, 
we earnestly protest against congressional authorization 
of a project to dig a thirteen-mile tunnel through Rocky 
Mountain National Park, t o  transform Grand Lake into 
a reservoir, and to build some eight thousand feet of 
covered ditch within the park in order to divert water 
from the Colorado River watershed into the Platte =ver 
watershed. 

We submit that the Grand Lake-Big Thompson Inter- 
mountain Diversion project, included by the Senate on 
March 2 as a rider to the Interior Department Appro- 
priation Bill, has not been adequately investigated, has 
not been approved by the Budget Bureau, and has not 
been considered by the appropriate committees in  either 
house of Congress. 

Moreover, the Congress by amendment to the Federal 
Power Act has enunciated the policy that National Parks 
should be exempt from power projects. The scheme to 
divert the waters of beautiful Grand Lake and to tunnel 
through the heart of the Rocky Mountain National Park 
involves the development of power and the construction 
of unsightly power lines near the eastern and southern 
boundaries and across a scenic area which has long been 
contemplated for addition to the park. 

I n  the building of the tunnel the disposition of debris 
will deface the landscape and leave a scar on the wilder- 
ness character of the park and its environs. We have no 
faith in promises to maintain the level of Grand Lake if 
water becomes needed for power or growing crops in dry 
years. 

We submit that this project violates the most sacred 
principle of National Parks, namely, freedom from com- 
mercial or economic exploitation and that if approved by 
Congress it  will establish a precedent for the commer- 
cial invasion of other parks. We urge that the American 
people rally to the defense of their National Park system 
and demand of Congress that this project be stopped. 

CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS 
INa report of progress on the work of Chemical 

Abstracts, the editor, Professor E. J. Crane, of the 
Ohio State University, states that the total number 
of abstracts of papers describing original investiga- 
tion in  science and industry, together with abstracts 
of patents, aggregated 61,834 during the past year, 
a n  increase of 1,639 over the previous twelve months. 

Biological chemistry was f a r  in advance of all other 
fields, being credited with 10,486 abstracts. General 
and physical chemistry was second with 4,044, and 
organic chemistry third with 3,299. Articles number- 


