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THE CONTINUING PROGRESS OF CANCER RE’SEARCH1

By Professor WARD J. MacNEAL
NEW YORK POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

DuriNg a period of serious difficulty in the adjust-
ment of human relationships throughout the world we
find ourselves engaged in the consideration of a cam-
paign against a common enemy of mankind which still
defies us and which we do not quite fully understand.
The worker in the field of cancer research sometimes

. feels discouraged because progress has been less rapid
than he had hoped. The general public also appears
to have the impression that cancer research is not
making very rapid progress. In fact, however, there
are many reasons for optimism. A comparison of the
present outlook in regard to malignant disease with
that of thirty years ago will indicate that a very
marked advance has been accomplished. It is, how-
ever, quite evident that continued effort in cancer
research must be maintained. The lengthening of the

1 Address of the president of the American Association
for Cancer Research, Toronto, March 28, 1934.

average life of the human individual has served to
increase the population in the older periods of life
and it is in these age periods that malignant disease
is most prevalent. For this very reason we have to
expect a continuing increase in the incidence and
death rate from malignant disease for some time to
come. Modern civilization has also made the lives of
persons beyond fifty years of age of greater value to
the community, and it is becoming increasingly im-
portant to preserve these individuals in a state of
efficiency for the service of humanity. Nowhere will
one find any outery against the expenditure of effort
in the study of cancer except from those who feel
that these efforts are being misdirected or are utterly
futile.

The precise nature of malignant neoplastic disease
can not be said to be fully elucidated as yet. In the
study of a disease process a beginning is ordinarily -
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New McGraw-Hill Books

Earth, Radio and the Stars

By Haruan True SteETSON, Research Associate in Geophysics, Harvard Univer-

sity. A Whittlesey House Publication.

Brings together recent developments in astronomy and its
related fields in an effort to suggest a more intimate
relationship between man and his cosmic environment. A
large part of the book is based on the author’s own re-

Textbook of Systematic

By D. B. SwingLE, Professor of Botany, Montana State College.
Publications in the Agmcultwral and Botanical Sciences.

Presents in logical sequence the principles of plant tax-
onomy and nomenclature and discusses representative
families of plants. The book has been completely re-

The Kinetic Theory of Gases.

By LeoNArRD B. LoeB, Professor of Physics in the Umvers1ty of California.

pages, $6.00

This text and reference book on the mechanical concep-
tion of gases aims to combine the classical deductions and
analyses of the kinetic theory with the latest experimental
and theoretical advances. In the new edition the classical

Rebel Destiny

By MenviLLe J. HerskoviTs, Associate
University, and Frances HERSEOVITS.
pages, $3.00

A vivid yet scholarly account of the author’s ethnological
field work among the Bush Negroes of Suriname, Dutch
Guiana, where the descendants of Negro slaves who fled

336 pages, $3.00

searches toward a synthesis of geology, meteorology,
radio engineering and astronomy into a new science—
cosmecology. Attention is given to sun-spots, aurorae,
cosmic clouds, cosmic rays, ete.

Botany. New second edition

McGrow-Hill
270 pages, $2.25

vised; much of the material has been entirely rewritten;
the orgamzatlon has been improved. A number of new,
original illustrations have been added.

New second edition
687

treatment remains essentially the same, but the sections
dealing with the more recent developments have been
modified and brought up to date. The book is complete
in reference to the literature on the subject.

Professor of Anthropology, Northwestern
A Whittlesey House Publication. 366

&frt)lxziitatheir Duteh masters over one hundred fifty years
ago still observe the ancient tribal customs and traditions
of their African ancestors.

The Elements of Astronomy. New third edition

By EpwaArD ArRTHUR FaTH, Professor of Astronomy in Carleton College. McGraw-

Hill Astronomical Series.

A non-mathematical yet thorough guide to astronomy for
the elementary student, presenting the facts of astronomy
and the principles and methods used in modern astronomi-

360 pages, $3.00

cal investigations. The later chapters have been in part
rewritten and all material has been revised in the light
of recent developments.

Send for copies on approval
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