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JUXE 29, 1934 SCIEMCE 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
THE ASSOCIATION OF GERMAN MEN OF 


SCIENCE AND PHYSICIANS 

T~~ ~ ~correspondent~ l ofi the ~~~~~~~~lof the 

American Medical Association gives the following 
account of the reorganization of the Association of 
German Men of Science and Physicians : 

The Versammlungen Deutscher Naturforscher und 
Aerzte, as it  has existed for more than a gener~tion, has 
adopted a new order of business and a new constitution. 
The object the new organization is to oppose the split- 
ting up of medicine and the natural sciences into various 
specialties. I t  is proposed %o emphasize the problems in 
which all (or a t  least many) branches of natural science 
and medicine have a common interest. At the same time, 
the traditional task of the society must not be forgotten; 
namely, ko give .the public an insight into the growth of 
German science. 

The general assembly will be held only once in  two 
years, which will necessitate using great care in the 
choice of topicsand in applying sharp criticism to the 
subject-matter to be presented. The scientific section 
as  such will cover three and one half days a t  the most. 
The board of trustees will henceforth organize only gen- 
era1 sessions, sessions of the main scientific and medical 
groups, and joint sessions of several branches but no 
sessions of single branches. I n  addition, there will be 
evening lectures on popular scientific subjects. The 
topics for all sessions will be decided on by the officers 
of the society after consultation with the LLscientific com-
mittee" and, as  far  as possible, with the large scientific 
societiw representing individual specialties. In the gen- 
era1 sesuions and the sessions of the main group, scien- 
tific questions will be discussed that have either reached 
a reasollably definite settlement or that present a high 
degree of general interest. As speakers, such investi- 
gators will be chosen as have shown specid merit in the 
fields concerned. I n  the opinion of the officers of the 
society, a general discussion, the course of which no one 
can foresee, would weaken the force of these communi- 
cations and lessen the effect on the world's scientific 
circles; hence all discussion will be reserved for the so- 
called joint sessions, which %ill deal with topics that ape 
of interest to the representatives of at deast several of 
the branches of natural science or medicine and that will 
be presented by several speakers in the form of concise 
papers, to be followed by a detailed thorough discussion. 
I n  these sessions particularly the principle of combining 
several problems of common interest will come to the 
fore. 

The officers of the any pro- 
fessional meetings for the discussion of topics pertaining 
to a single branch of science or medicine. I t  is expressly 
stated that there is no place in the Versammlungen 
~ ~ Naturf orscher und "erzte t ~ h~ ~ for those persons 
who have no interest in anything outside their own 
specialty. Furthermore, no "unofficial" sessions of rep- 
resentatives of specialists will be allowed to disturb or 
take time away from the regular program as announced. 

Affiliated societies representing specialists will, however, 
be permitted to hold sessions in the convention city im- 
mediately before or immediately after the regular ses-
sions' 

The endeavors of the aforementioned society to em-
phasize the solidarity of the natural sciences and the 
medical sciences will likewise be furthere& by the Zweck- 
verband der Deutschen naturxvissenschaftlichen und 
medizinischen Kongresse. The declared objective of 
this league is to create sentiment that will make for a 
broader organization of congresses of specialists. The 
propaganda will be confined to a ~ u b l i c i t ~  campaign and 
will not include any attempts to exert an immediate in- 
fluence On the Several societies of Specialists. It is hoped 
that, in this manner, greater coherence will be injected 
into the organization of German scientific congresses as 
a whole. 

PROGRAM OF THE NATIONAL FOREST 

RESERVATION COMMISSION 


THE National Forest Reservation Commission has 
at~nounced the approval of a Program of expanding 
by more than 3,000,000 acres the national forest pur- 
chase units on the headwaters of the Tennessee River 
in the Southern Appalachian area. The oommission 
also approved the immediate purchase of 762,186 
acres of forestlands in 45 national forest purchase 
units in states east of the @reat plains, these 
to  come a t  once under the protection and administra- 
tion of the Forest Service. I n  addition, the commis- 

sion approved a new land exchange ~ l a n  between the 
F o r ~ tService and the  State Conservation Commis- 
sion of Michigan involving the future development of 
both s tate  and national forests. 

A new national forest purchase unit to xvhich ap- 
proval was given is situated in the souf,hwestern 
corner of virginia, comprising a gross area of 658,000 
acres in the upper arainage of the clinchRiver, a 
tributary of the Tennessee. It is to be called the 
Clinch Unit. F o u r  other large units lying in Ten- 

nessee, North Carolina and Georgia will be added to 
the existing Unaka, Nantahala, Cherokee and Pisgab 
National Forests. 

Acquisition of the new units, nearly doubling the 
areas of nat iond forests in  the Southern Appa-
lachians, will enable the Forest Service and cooper-
ating agencies to consolidate fire protection, to  combat 
excessive erosion in many portions of the Tennessee 
drainage, and to put thousands of acres of forests in 
better productive condition to sustain the economic 
interests of the people' 

Rehabilitation of the new national forest areas, it~ ~ 
expected, will help reduce the occurrence of dis-

astrous floods that  have resulted from the removal 
of timber and the farming of steep mountain slopes, 
and will furnish continuous and even streamflow for  


