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film address he says, ('Among the many thoughts 
which occur to one who has lived through the last 
sixty years of marvelous progress in preventive and 
curative medicine, one which comes to me forcibly 
a t  this moment is that, while the general direction of 
advancement may be foreseen, the particular lines 
opened by new discoveries are quite unpredictable, 
as may be illustrated in the fields of biophysics, bio- 
chemistry, immunity and virus diseases. I wish that 
I could return after another half century and see 
what is disclosed when the curtain has been lifted 
from mysteries which now lie hidden in these fields. 
It is certain that the prospect will surpass all that 
we can conceive or imagine, and that the power of 
man over disease will be greatly increased." 

Here, it will be noted, Doctor Welch was express- 
ing the insatiable interest and curiosity about disease 
which was the main passion of his life, and was in no 
way thinking of himself in any social relation to life 
whatsoever. 

Doctor Welch's hospital year was turned by him, 
through the extraordinary dignity and impersonality 
of his demeanor, into a kind of apotheosis of his life. 
We may all be immeasurably grateful that he was 
spared prolonged suffering; the discomforts of his 
illness he bore with uncomplaining fortitude. His 

brilliant and powerful mental faculties were un-
dimmed until just before the end, so that parts of 
each day, almast, could be given over to  visits from 
friends and colleagues, which to them were occa-
sions and unfailing and unforgebable delight. Doctor 
Welch's mind roamed widely over historical, liter-
ary, scientific and personal events; and not the least 
loss of perspicuity or memory or interest was ever 
deteotable. H e  remained the omnivorous reader of 
long-established habit, and his interest in current 
biographies was never livelier than during this year. 
These books stimulated his memory, added to his 
already prodigious stores and provided exciting topics 
of conversation in which the rich resources of his 
seventy years of reading never appeared to better ad- 
vantage. There must have been hours of weariness or 
discomfort or sleeplessness; these he beguiled with 
mystery stories of which, like his eminent fellow 
student of German university days, Paul Ehrlich, 
there could never be a surfeit. I n  this last period he 
continued to manifest a keen interest in the educa- 
tional and philanthropic enterprises in which his wise 
counsel had been so great a boon; but what appeared 
most remarkable and touching was his undiminished 
personal affection for those to whom he was increas- 
ingly near and dear. 

EXILES IN BRITISH SANCTUARY1 
By LORD RUTHERFORD O F  NELSON 

INthe conviction that the universities form a king- 
dom of their own, whose intellectual autonomy must 
be preserved, my distinguished colleagues formed the 
Academic Assistance Council one year ago and the 
Royal Society provided accommodation for the coun- 
cil's offices. The occasion was the displacement of our 
fellow scientists and scholars from their university 
positions in Germany; but the problem, with which 
the council is faced is wider and deeper than that 
presented by the need for assisting these German 
teachers. I t s  ambition is to defend the principle of 
academic freedom and to help those scholars and sci- 
entists of any nationality who on grounds of religion, 
race or political opinion are prevented from continu- 
ing their work in their own country. 

The series of political revolutions in Europe since 
the great war has created a large body of wandering 
scholars; many, for instance, among the Russian and 
Italian emigre's have unfortunately through the ab- 
sence of organized assistance by their university col- 
leagues lost the means of continuing their scientific 
careers. But there are many whose talent and experi- 
ence could still be effectively used, and their number 
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has been tragically swollen during the past year by 
the expulsion from academic positions in Germany of 
persons possessing pacifist or internationalist convic- 
tions or lacking that strangest of qualifications for the 
life of scholarship, "Aryan" genealogies. 

To incorporate the services of these wandering 
scholars in the other universities of the civilized world 
is more difficult to-day than in the Middle Ages when 
the "communities of learners" were less hampered by 
administrative formalities, restrictive endowments and 
incipient nationalist tendencies. Medieval scholars 
could migrate to other districts and the "universitas" 
moved with them; the same catholicity of spirit has 
been fortified by the present crisis in both our ancient 
and our modern universities. 

The universities of Great Britain have responded 
generously to the council's suggestion of inviting the 
displaced scholars to work as research guests; hos- 
pitality has thus been extended in this country to 178 
of our university colleagues. The multicellular Lon- 
don University has received 67; Cambridge University 
has not only given hospitality to 31, but its individual 
colleges have contributed over £1,000 to the council's 
funds: Oxford University has welcomed 17 guests; 
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Manchester University has invited 16, and by local 
efforts raised a special fund for  their support. Al-
most all other universities and university colleges in  
Great Britain have opened their common-rooms, li-
braries and laboratories to temporary research guests, 
and several have raised local assistance funds. The 
British university teachers have contributed liberally 
to the Academic Assistance Council, and the staff a t  
the London School of Economics have taxed them- 
selves voluntarily of a percentage of their salaries f o r  
three years. 

I n  spite of this encouraging support from t'he uni- 
versities, the council's work has been seriously ham- 
pered by lack of funds. The council has received 
slightly more than £13,000 during its first year, in- 
cluding a grant of £2,500 from the Central British 
Fund for  German Jewry. Almost all that sum has 
now been expended in maintenance grants to  dis-
placed scholars within Great Britain or the British 
Empire, a t  the rate of £152 per annum f o r  a single 
person and £250 f o r  married persons. The council is 
therefore not able to give assistance to many distin- 
guished university teachers who are now faced with 
destitution and the abandonment of their scientific 
careers, and, what is more serious, it will not be able 
to renew its research grants fo r  a second year to the 
scholars in England, and will then have to abandon 
them in a world where even the opportunities of tem- 
porary refuge are  contracting. Only if i t  uses funds 
not otherwise available fo r  the British Universities can 
the council avoid injuring tlne economic interests of 
the university teachers of this country, or weakening 
that great body of sympathy in the colleges which is 
the inspiration of its activity and the condition of 
its success. 

Although prevented by lack of financial resources 
from doing a s  effective work a s  it  could, the council 
has been able to assist the continuation of research 
work of great importance. I n  the annual report of 
the council, issued to-day, records of the work of the 
scholars and scientists in this country show they made 
several notable discoveries, even during the short 
period of their reeidence a s  guests. 

The council has received gratifying reports of the 
excellent results of this collaboration between English 
and German colleagues both in  scientific and literary 
subjects and also in  the arts. Indeed, the opportunity 
of productively organizing group schemes of research 
both in the natural sciences and in the social sciences 
(for instance, in  comparati;ve law) with the services 
of distinguished German scholars is one that only lack 
of funds has hindered the council from using. 

Temporary subsidies f o r  maintenance and research, 
however, form only the emergency policy of the coun- 
cil. Temporary fello~vships are  useful in saving the 
scholars from scientific sterility, in  giving them the 

opportunity of strengthening their qualifications by 
further publicatioll and the acquisition of new lan- 
guages, and in giving them the active cooperation of 
their colleagues in  discovering permanent positions; 
but they are  justified only in so f a r  as  they assist to 
self-supporting existence once more. 

The council, in  cooperation with other committees 
and organizations, is  conducting a world-wide survey 
to discover openings in which the services of our col- 
leagues can be used again. The reorganization of the 
University of Istanbul, which has provided posts f o r  
more than 30, the formation of the "University of 
Exile" in  New York, and the projects f o r  the reor- 
ganization, expansion or creation of university insti- 
tutions in  Russia, Persia and Brazil show that group 
settlement is possible : but the bigger part  of the per- 
manent solution depends on the individual placement 
of persons in appropriate situations without injuring 
the professional or economic interests of other uni- 
versity teachers, research workers o r  graduates. The 
council is in active communication with correspon-
dents and investigators i n  various parts of the British 
Empire, Russia, China, Japan, South America and 
other countries, and has received many invitations 
which will lead to  the permanent absorption of sev-
eral scholars and scientists. I t  believes that as  the 
academic distinction and scientific qualifications of the 
wandering scholars become known, the problem will 
solve itself. The great need is to maintain our col- 
leagues f o r  the next two years in  research positions 
which will allow them to preserve their scientific 
equipment while this process of diffusion and absorp- 
tion takes place. 

The council is grappling with a n  intricate problem. 
I n  Germany 1,202 university teachers have been dis- 
placed; so f a r  only 389 are  known to have found even 
temporary places elsewhere, and of these 178 have 
found academic refuge in this country. The council 
is not merely a relief organization striving to save 
the scientists displaced by political revolutions, for, 
in  the middle of one of the greatest crises in the his- 
tory of the universities, i t  is determined to preserve 
a respect fo r  the basic traditions of academic freedom, 
the security of learning and the integrity of science. 

The council feels that it  has made a successful start 
i n  its worlr, and is  deeply encouraged by  the mag- 
nificent response from the British universities. It is 
convinced that i t  will receive from a wider public 
than the academic the sympathy and financial sup- 
port without which i ts  achievements will be frus-
trated, but with which the international authority of 
science will be demonstrated, the British nation will 
have proved its loyalty to its proud heritage of toler- 
ation, and academic freedom will have been strength- 
encd against the perils which beset it in  so many parts 
of the world. 


