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DOCTOR WILLIAM H. WELCH.' 1850-1934 

By Dr. SIMON FLEXNER 
ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEABCH 

NO greater honor could be paid a pupil of Doctor 
Welch than the invitation extended to me to take 
part  in these exercises in  memory of Doctor Welch. 
The honor is, however, attended on my par t  by  a 
feeling of uncertainty and even embarrassment in  
speaking of Doctor Welch's many-sided nature be-
fore a n  audience made u p  of his close friends and 
colleagues. Doctor Welch spent fifty years in  your 

1 An address delivered at the memorial meeting to Doc 
tor Welch held a t  the University Club, Baltimore, on May 
22, 1934. Doctor Welch was born a t  Norfolk, Connecti- 
cut, on April 8, 1850, and died in the Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital, Baltimore, on April 30, 1934. A biographical sketch 
of Doctor Welch, by the author, is included in "Papers 
and Addresses,'' published on his 70th birthday, in 1920. 
It may be consulted for a fuller and more systematic ac- 
count of the main incidents of Doctor Welch's profes-
sional life. The sketch was reprinted in SCIENCE, 1920, 
Vol. lii, 417. A brief summary is also available in 
LLAmer i~an  5th edition, 1933. Men o f  Science," 

midst; ha reached the full development of his extraor- 
dinary powers among you; and he became the lead- 
ing citizen of Maryland, guiding and participating in 
the beneficent undertakings which have taken place 
in  the state during much of that time. 

Doctor Welch's merits could not long remain oon- 
cealed. Modest beyond most men in his opinion of 
himself, he soon became a national and then a n  inter- 
national figure, exercised a n  amazing influence in  rais- 
ing the standards and proficiency of higher educa-
tion; and, having happily been granted length of life 
beyond the ordinary, he was f8ted and celebrated on 
a t  least three memorable occasions: i n  Baltimore on 
his sixtieth and seventieth birthdays, and in Washing- 
ton on his eightieth birthday. 

The last occasion was unique in the history of 
tributes paid to a scientist. I need not remind you 
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The Second Edition of The World List of Sci- 
entific Periodicals will be published on June 30, 
1934, by the Oxford University Press, London, a t  
the price of Three Guineas. Subscribers in  ad- 
vance will receive it a t  Two Guineas. Subscrip-
tions should be sent to The Secretary, The World 
List, C/o The Zoological Society, Regent's Park, 
London, N.W.8. 

The Second Edition, complete to the end 
of 1933, contains the full titles of approxi- 
mately 36,380 publications publishing the 
results of scientific research, standard ab- 
breviations of the titles and indications of 
over 183 Libraries in which the periodicals 
are filed. 

The issue of the Second Edition has been 
made possible by a grant from the Royal 
Society of London and by the voluntary 
efforts of many persons. The control and 
ownership of The World List are in the 
hands of a Corporation under the Com- 
panies Acts 1908-1917, and any profits will 
be kept towards the cost of future Sup- 
plements or Editions. 

(Miss) GRACE E. GAY, Secretary. 
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