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Lee, consulting hydraulic engineer, San Francisco. The 
absorption of rain, snow and stream water into the 
earth and its penetration to the water table; the dis- 
charge of water by evaporation from the soil and by 
the transpiration of plants, and the effects of intake 
and discharge on the ground-water levels. 

Committee on  Run-off:  L. K. Sherman, consulting en- 
gineer, Randolph-Perkins Co., Chicago. The quantities 
of water discharged by the streams and the fluctuations 
in the rates of discharge; also, the geographic, climatic 
and other conditions that influence the rate of discharge. 

Committee on  Physics of Soil Moistz~re:  F. J .  Veih-
meyer, professor of irrigation investigations and prac- 
tice, College of Agriculture, University of California, 
Davis. The molecular forces that control or influence 
the occurrence and movement of water in the interstices 
of the soil and rock formations, including the dynamics 
of soil moisture in land slides, mud-flows, subsidences 
and frost action. 

Committee on  Undergrot~nd W a t e r :  D. G. Thompson, 
geologist, Water Resources Branch, U. S. Geological 
Survey, Washington, D. C. The occurrence, head and 
movement of the water in the zone of saturation. 

Committee on  Dynamics of Streams: L. G. Straub, 
professor of hydraulic engineering, University of Minne- 
sota, Minneapolis. The laws of flow of water in rivers 
and smaller streams, the forces which the water exerts, 
the work which i t  does in erosion, transportation and 
deposition, and the relations between the streams and 
the channels that they occupy. 

Committee on  Chemistry o f  NattwaI Waters :  C. S. 
Scofield, agriculturist in charge, Division of Western 
Irrigation Agriculture, U. S. Bureau of Plant Industry, 
Washington, D. C. The chemical composition and chem- 
ical work of the natural waters, both above and below 
the surface; also, the ?elation of the fresh water to the 
salt water, both above and below the surface. 

THE NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION 
PLANSfor  rounding out and developing the na-

tion's system of national parks were discussed at  the 
annual meeting of the National Parks Association 
held a t  the Cosmos Club, Washington, D. C., on May 
9. Presided over by Dr. Wallace W .  Atwood, presi- 
dent of Clark University, this meeting was attended 
by many of the leaders in  conservation who constitute 
the board of trustees of the association. 

Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior; 
Frederic C. Walcott, United States Senator from 
Connecticut; Dr. John C. Merriam, president of the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington; Horace M. Al- 
bright, director of the National Park  Service, and 
Dr. Atwood were the principal speakers a t  the annual 
dinner which followed the afternoon business session, 
and was attended by more than 150 persons interested 
i n  the welfare of the national parks. 

Describing the national parks and monuments as  
the most unique educational agencies in  our national 
life, Dr. Wilbur praised the work of the association 

in  furthering interest and support fo r  the work of the 
National Park  Service in  developing and ~ r o t e c t i n g  
these important educational and recreational areas 
and asked for  its continued interest. Beauty in  the 
national parks, both natural and man-made, was em- 
phasized by Mr. Albright, director of the National 
Park  Service, i n  a n  illustrated talk which included 
colored slides of beautiful scenes in  the park system. 
Special interest was manifested in  the pictures of 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the newest i n  
the system, and the proposed Shenandoah P a r k  i n  the 
Virginia Blue Ridge, the Everglades, which, if estab- 
lished, will be the only tropical park in the system, 
and Isle Royale, a beautiful Alichigan island i n  Lake 
Superior. All these projects have been authorized by 
the Congress. 

Preservation of wild life in  our national parks was 
the subject of Senator Walcott's address. Dr. Mer- 
riam stressed the relation of the citizen to the na-
tional parks. 

Since the establishment of the National Park  
Service as a bureau of the Department of the Interior 
in  1916, more than 25,000,000 persons have visited 
these parks and monuments. With one exception dur- 
ing the war the total number of visitors fo r  each suc- 
ceeding year has established a new record. 

THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 

THE American Physical Society will hold its one 
hundred and seventy-ninth meeting a t  New Haven, 
Connecticut, on June  23, 24 and 25. 

On Friday morning, June  24, there will be a pro- 
gram of invited papers on "X-rays and What  They 
Suggest about Atomic and Other Structures." The 
speakers will be J. A. Bearden, J. W. If.DuMond, J. 
A. Gray and J. D. Hanawalt. 

On Saturday morning there will be a program on 
"Plasticity" arranged by the division of applied me- 
chanics of the American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers. Physicists have been invited to present papers 
on this subject from the point of view of physics and 
the Physical Society has been asked to join with the 
engineers in  this session. The invited papers will be 
by F. Zwicky, Francis Bitter and R. L. Wegel. 

Most of the contributed ten-minute papers will be 
read on Thursday morning. I f  necessary, a few may 
be carried over into Friday and Saturday mornings a t  
times not conflicting with the hours of the symposia, 
or they may be presented before special conference 
groups. Conferences or round-table discussions on 
topics selected by request will be a feature of this 
meeting. 

On Thursday afternoon, before a tea to be given 
out of doors or in  the library, there will be a n  inspec- 
tion of the Sterling Memorial Library, including spe- 



cia1 exhibits of books, maps, etc. The annual dinner 
of the society, held in  conjunction with the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, will be followed by 
a complimentary performance of Milne's "The Per-
fect Alibi" by Yale students; there will also be a joint 
excursion starting late on Friday afternoon, includ- 
ing sea bathing, sports, a picnic supper and dancing. 
A limited number of reservations can be made on an 
observation train leaving New London a t  5 :40, stand-
ard  time, on Friday to view the Yale-Harvard Boat 
Race. 

T H E  SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 

O F  GENETICS 


THE following Gisitors to the Sixth International 
Congress of Genetics (Ithaca, New York, August 24-
31, 1932) will be in  the United States before or 
after the congress in  order to deliver lectures a t  Amer- 
ican universities and colleges. 

Professor Icristine Bonnevie, University of Oslo. 
Dr. R. A. Fisher, Rothamsted Experimental Station, 

Harpenden, England. 
Professor R. Ruggles Gates, University of London. 
Professor Richard Goldschmidt, Kaiser Wilhelm In- 

stitut fur Biologie, Berlin-Dahlem. 
Dr. J. B. S. Haldanc, John Innes Horticultural Insti- 

tution, Merton-London. 
Dr. John Hammond, University of Cambridge, Cam- 

bridge. 
Professor Julian Huxley, Icing's College, University 

of London. 
Dr. H. Kihara, Kyoto Imperial University, Icyoto. 
Dr. G. A. Levitsky, Institute of Applied Botany, Len- 

ingrad. 
Professor Otto Mohr, University of Oslo. 
Professor Hans Nachtsheim, Institut fur Vererbungs- 

forschung, Berlin-Dahlem. 
Dr. M. Nawaschin, Moscow, U. S. S. R. 
Dr. Curt Stern, Kaiser Wilhelm Institut fur Biologie, 

Berlin-Dahlem. 
Dr. N. Timofeeb-Ressovsky, Kaiser Wilhelln Institut 

fur Hirnf orschung, Berlin-Buch. 
Professor N. Vaviloff, Institute of Applied Botany, 

Leningrad, U. S. S. R. 
Dr. Paul Weiss, Vienna (now at  Yale University). 
Professor 0. Winge, Royal Veterinary College, Copen- 

hagen. 
Professor M. J. Sirks, Agricultural College, Wagen- 

ingen, Holland. 
Dr. Alexander Serebrovsky, Timiriazev Institute, 

Moscow. 

Other visitors who will probably come and who may 
be available fo r  lectures are: 

Dr. G. P. Frets, Municipal Hospital, Portugal, Rotter- 
dam. 

Dr. E. J. Gumbel, Heidelberg University, Heidelberg. 
Dr. Ivar Johansson, Agricultural College, Uppsala. 
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Dr. G. D. Karpechenko, Institute of Botany, Detskoe- 
Seloe, Leningrad. 

Dr. Klass Tjebbes, Sugar Beet Research Station, 
Landskrona, Sweden. 

Many other geneticists will doubtless come from 
abroad, but definite statements can not be made yet. 
Information concerning dates and lecture subjects of 
visitors to the congress may be obtained from the 
Transportation Committee, care of L. C. Dunn, Co- 
lumbia University. 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR GRANTS-IN-AID BY 
T H E  NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

AT its April meeting the National Research Coun- 
cil's Committee on Grants-in-Aid made thirty-one 
grants fo r  the support of individual research as fol-
lows, from eighty-one applications received : 

Frank  C. Jordan, director, Allegheny Observatory, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the measurement and reduc- 
tion of parallax plates; W. J .  Luyten, head of the 
department of astronomy, University of Minnesota, 
the proper motions of the stars. 

TTTilliam D. Harkins, professor of chemistry, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, a photographic study of the syn- 
thesis and disintegration of atoms; B. Smith Hopkins, 
professor of inorganic chemistry, University of Illi-
nois, the properties of illinium; Kar l  Paul  Link, pro- 
fessor of biochemistry, University of Wisconsin, the 
preparation of the naturally occurring hexuronic 
acids. 

Ralph L. Belknap, assistant.professor of geology, 
University of Michigan, the establishment and opera- 
tion of a weather station on the west coast of Green- 
land; Margaret F. Boos, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
granites of the fiilver Plume and Longs Peak Batho- 
lith, Colorado; Bruce L. Clark, associate professor of 
paleontology and historical geology, University of 
California, the Tertiary faunas and sections of the 
Southern part  of the United States, and of selected 
localities in  Europe; Charles E .  Decker, professor of 
paleontology, University of Oklahoma, the large p a p -  
tolite fauna of the Viola limestone; John M. Muir, 
Fort Worth, Texas, monograph on Mexican oilfields, 
and a general map of the surface geology of the 
Tampico embayment; A. Russell Oliver, fellow in 
geography, Clark University, land utilization in the 
Judith Basin, Montana. 

Robert Chambers, professor of biology, New York 
University, the functions of the kidney; Paul  F. 
Clark, professor of bacteriology, University of Wis- 
consin Medical School, the concentration of the virus 
of poliomyelitis; R. W. Gerard, associate professor 
of physiology, University of Chicago, the activity of 
nerve tissue and the central nervous system; Robert 


