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THE MAYA LUNAR COUNT' 
By Dr. CARL E. GUTHE 

DIRECTOR O F  THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL MUSEUM, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

MY subject concerns certain aspects of the indige- 
nous calendar of the Maya Indians of Middle America. 
This time count consisted of named days and months 
associated with short number series which, in prin- 
ciple, is closely similar to our own calendar. The 
dates thus obtained, analogous to our term "Tuesday, 
the 29th of December," were located, during the earlier 
period of their civilization, in  a count of days from 
an hypothecated starting point in a manner identical 
to the system used by European astronomers when 
they compute i n  terms of "Julian days." Because 
of this "Long Count" the many dates recorded in 
stone during the earlier period are accurate to within 
a day with relation to one another. F o r  further de- 

1 Address of the vice-president and chairman of Section 
H-Anthropology, American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, New Orleans, December 29, 1931. 

tails concerning the mechanics of this calendar, I 
refer you to a number of publication^.^ 

An outline of the history of the remarkable Maya 
civilization has been obtained in terms of this native 
calendar. Because of the influence which this group 
of people exerted both directly and indirectly upon 
the majority of the indigenous civilizations of the 
New World it is of great importance that the Maya 
calendar be expressed in terms of the European calen- 
dar. The problem is to  determine the numerical con- 

2 S. G. Morley, "An Introduction to the Study of the 
Maya Hieroglyphs, " Bureau of American Ethnology,
Washington, Bulletin 57, 1915; H. J. Spinden, "The 
Reduction of Mayan Dates," Papers of the Peabody
Museum of American Archeology and Ethnology, Har- 
vard University, Vol. vi, No. 4, 1924; J. E. Teeple,
"Maya Astronomy," Carnegie Institution of Washing- 
ton; Contributions to American Archeology, No. 2, Pub- 
lication 403, pp. 29-115, 1930. 
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Riley and Johannsen ' s  

MEDICAL 

ENTOMOLOGY 


BY William A.Riley, Professor of Eiito- 
mology, University of Minnesota, and 0. 
A. Johannsen, Professor of Entomology, 
Cornell University. McGraw-Hill Publi-
cations i n  the Zoological Sciences. 476 
pages, 6x 9, 184 illustrations, $4.50. 

This book treats of poisonous and para- 
sitic insects and their allies, especially 
those which trcxnsmit and disseminate 
disease. I t  is fully illustrated and con- 
tains keys for determining the principal 
species noxious to man. 

Parr 's  

T H E  ANALYSIS O F  FUEL, 

GAS, WATER AND 


LUBRICANTS 

New Four th  Ed i t i on  

By the late S. W. Parr, Professor of Ap-
plied Chemistry, University of Illinois. 
International Chemical Series. Fourth 
edition. 371 pages, 5% x 8, illustrated, 
$3.00. 

In  the new topics presented an attempt 
has been made to give the student an 
idea of the research method of attack On 
new and difficult problems, to foster the 
idea of creativethinkingand to facili-
tate a better of modern 
literatnre. 

Books 

Long and Anderson's 

CHEMICAL 
CALCULATIONS 

N e w  Th i rd  Ed i t i on  
By J. S. Long, Professor of Inorganic 
Chemistry, and H. A. Anderson, As-
sistant Professor of Chemistry, Lehigh 
University. Internatiolucl Chentical 
Series. Third edition. 259 pages, 5% x 8, 
illustrated, $1.75. 

This revised and enlarged edition now 
contains 883 problems, involving all 
t ypes  of calculations having a chemical 
foundation. Much new  material has 
been added, including a table of loga-
rithms in the appendix. 

Hughes and DuBridge's 

PHOTOELECTRIC 
PHENOMENA 

By Arthur L. Hughes, Professor of 
Physics, Washington University,and Lee 
A. DuBridge, Assistant Professor of 
Physics, Washington University. Inter-
national Series in Physics. 531 pages, 
6x 9, illustrated, $5.00. 

A critical survey of the whole field of 
phenomena. The fundamental laws and 
principles in each branch of the field 
are fully summarized,  together with a 
discussion of their experimental bases, 
their theoretical significafice, and their 
practical npplicatiofis. 

Send for copies on approval 
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