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CERTAIN ASPECTS OF HENRY’S EXPERIMENTS ON
ELECTROMAGNETIC INDUCTION!

By President JOSEPH S. AMES
THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

I rEGARD it as a great honor to be invited to give
the first of a series of lectures before the Washington
Philosophical Society, to be known as the Joseph
Henry lectures, established in honor of the founder
and the first president of the society.

I think it is undoubtedly proper for me to choose
as the topic of this first lecture one which is related
to.the life of Joseph Henry, partly because of the
association of his name with the lectureship, but also
because this year is recognized as the one hundredth
anniversary of the discovery of the phenomena of
electromagnetic induction, a discovery with which the
name of Joseph Henry will always be associated.

This discovery of electromagnetic induction marked

" 1An address delivered before the Philosophical Society
of Washington on October 24, 1931.

the beginning of the modern era of electricity and in
fact of the modern era of physies, and it is therefore
most fitting that a celebration of the centennial anni-
versary of the discovery should take place. Last
month such a celebration was held in London at the
Royal Institution, to commemorate the part Michael
Faraday played in the discovery. Although he was
anticipated in this by Joseph Henry, so far as both
mutual induction and self-induction are concerned,
Faraday will always be regarded, properly, I think,
as their real discoverer because he was the first to
publish the results of his investigations and pointed
out at the time of his first announcement the possibil-
ity of making practical application of them. Joseph
Henry, himself, although he deeply regretted the fact
that he had delayed publication of his investigations,
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