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The work of my co-author and editor, Miss Helen
Ann Warren, should be especially praised not only
for its thoroughness and accuracy but for the rare
quality of sustained interest and enthusiasm for the
subject shown, especially in the introductory chapter
entitled “Pioneers of Paleontology in America” which
is very largely her own assemblage and writing,
guided, of course, by the author, also in the bio-
graphic narrative of Chapter IT which from the
standpoint of the newer education seems the most
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opportune in this biography. The old education
seems to have been altogether ideal in the case of
Cope. Then we pass to Cope’s experience in the
university of the world and find him fully equipped
for his great career.

I am confident that all who have taken part in the
preparation of this volume will feel fully rewarded
by the thought that they have helped to write a great
chapter in the history of American science, namely,
of a period covering the lives and labors of our three
founders of vertebrate paleontology, Leidy, Marsh
and Cope, a branch of science in which America has
won a place of honor and esteem throughout the
world. I trust also that this volume will firmly estab-
lish the permanent reputation of Edward Drinker
Cope as a “Master Naturalist.”

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE BALTIC GEODETIC COMMISSION

THE Baltic Geodetic Commission is an organization
for dealing with the geodetic problems of the many
nations surrounding the Baltic Sea. It recognizes the
fact that geodesy is no respecter of national frontiers.
The nine member countries are Denmark, Esthonia,
Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia
and Sweden. The fifth conference of the commission
was held in Copenhagen last October. The member
nations, except Russia, were all represented by accred-
.ited delegates, and in addition Norway and Austria
were represented by invited guests. Six sessions were
held for the consideration of business matters and re-
ports; scientific papers were also presented and visits
made to scientific institutions in and near Copenhagen.

The Baltic Commission has already gained a high
reputation for the careful geodetic work done under
its auspices and for its high scientific standards. The
comparatively small number of its members, their
nearness to one another and the frequency of the meet-
ings all contribute to the close cooperation and to the
interchange of experience that are so favorable to
good work and rapid progress.

The commission is, however, considering the widen-
ing of its field of work. Aeccording to the convention
establishing the commission any country desiring to
join the commission is entitled to do so. At the
Copenhagen meeting, moreover, there was some dis-
cussion of a very ambitious project that far transeends
the geodetic survey of the Baltic area, namely, the
extension of the existing geodetic arc along the 52nd
parallel in Europe into Asia as far as Bering Strait
and thence across the strait into Alaska, where it
would connect with Alaskan triangulation, which in
turn will soon be connected with geodetic triangulation
in Canada. In this way the longest geodetic arc in

the world would be formed. This would be a great
achievement, but it will probably be some time before
such a scheme can be carried out. Even the existing
portion of the are in Europe needs to be strengthened
in various ways and it is still to be proved that it is
feasible to make an adequate geodetic connection
across Bering Strait.

Professor Kohlschiitter, of Potsdam, was elected
president, succeeding Professor Norlund, of Copen-
hagen, who was chosen vice-president. Professor
Bonsdorff, of Helsinki, continues to serve as general
secretary.

The information on which this notice is based was
supplied in part by Professor Schumann, of Vienna,
who attended the meeting as a guest and representa-

tive of Austria.
W.D. L.

THE INTERNATIONAL BIOLOGICAL CON-
GRESS AT MONTEVIDEO

From October 8 to 12 there was held at Montevideo
a Biological Congress as one of the events designed to
celebrate the centenary of Uruguayan independence.
A Medical Congress ran concurrently. The national
government assisted those in charge by providing hon-
oraria for a number of foreign delegates.. Among
these were Professor Gustav Embden, of Frankfort;
Professor Pedro Rondoni, of Milan; Professor Claude
Regaud and A. Mawas, of Paris; Professor Wolfgang
Koehler, of Berlin, and Professor Edwin Baur, of
Munich. Each South American country sent delegates
representing its institutions. There were probably
200 in attendance. Plenary sessions were held each
morning. The afternoons were devoted to visits to
laboratories, museums and other institutions of local
significance, while the evenings were used for sectional
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meetings. Addresses were given at the plenary ses-
sions by foreign delegates and other invited members.

The sections represented were (1) general biology;

(2) cytology, histology, embryology and anatomy;
(3) physiology and biochemistry; (4) parasitology,
microbiology, hematology and serology; (5) methods
and didactics of the biological sciences. The general
interest of South American. biologists is probably well
indicated by the names of the sections and by the
numbers of papers given in each. At the plenary ses-
sions 30 papers were presented; in section 1, 26
papers; section 2, 63; section 3, 101; section 4, 93;
section 5, 9. Supplementary programs added 22
papers, making a total of 344. The strong medical
cast of biology here is apparent in these figures and
in the absence of such categories as genetics, ecology,
ete.

The officers of the congress were: President, Clem-
ente Estable; Secretary, Benigno Varela Fuentes;
Treasurer, Julio B. Moreau. Additional members of
the Executive Committee were Drs. Apolo, Cordero,
Prunell, Pucci, Guerrero and Rubino. For each coun-
try in South America represented there was an ex-
ecutive committee and the membership in these is an
index to the working forces in biology there. The
largest foreign attendance was naturally from Ar-
gentina and Brazil. This first Biological Congress
was so successful that it was voted to hold a second in
Rio de Janeiro two years hence under the presidency
of Professor Miguel Ozorio de Almeida. Attendance
of North American biologists would, I am sure, bring
them much pleasure and considerable surprise at the
amount and character of biological work being done
south of the Caribbean.

C. E. McCLuwa

LECTURES OF THE PHILADELPHIA ACAD-
EMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES
TuE Ludwick free lectures were given in the audi-
torium of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sei-
ences during January and February and will continue
through March. These consist of twelve Monday
evening and eight Sunday afternoon lectures, the
speakers and their subjects being as follows:
Francis R. Cope, Jr., ‘‘New Zealand for the Nature
Lover.’’
Dr. Clyde Fisher, of the American Museum of Natural
History, New York, ‘¢Wild Flowers of Spring.’’
Dr. William E. Hughes, research associate, ¢‘Homno-
lulu.”?
Dr. 8. A, Barrett, director of the Milwaukee Public Mu-
seum, ‘‘Tamest Africa.’’.
Captain James Sawders, of Pittsburgh, ‘‘The Wonder-
land of Mexico.”’
Barnum . Brown, of the American Museum of Natural
History, New York, ¢‘Searching for Prehistorie Life
in Arizona.’’
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Dr. Witmer Stone, vice-president, ‘‘Bird Life of the
New Jersey Sea Coast, Past and Present.’’

Samuel G. Gordon, ‘¢ Across South America and Africa.’’

James A. G. Rehn, secretary, ‘‘A Naturalist in Hon-
duras.’’

Lester W. Strock, ‘‘By Pack Train Through the Cana-
dian Mountains.’’

Henry W. Fowler, ‘A Glimpse of Maritime China and
Japan.’’

Wharton Huber, ‘¢ Across Canada to the Queen Charlotte
Islands.”’

The Sunday afternoon lectures were as follows:

Dr. Henry A. Pilsbry, curator of mollusks and marine
invertebrates, ‘‘Shell Fish and Other Invertebrates
of the Seashore of New Jersey.’’

James A. G. Rehn, associate curator of entomology, ¢¢In-
sects—Beauties and Pests Found Near Philadelphia.’’

Henry W. Fowler, associate curator of vertebrate zool-
ogy, ‘‘Fishes, Their Life in the Waters Around Phila-
delphia.’’

Dr. Emmett R. Dunn, of Haverford College, ‘‘Reptiles
and Amphibians, Modern Relatives of Ancient
Races.”’

Dr. Witmer Stone, curator of vertebrate zoology, ¢‘Bird
Life in Springtime.’’

J. Fletcher Street, ‘‘Wild Flowers of the Philadelphia
Region.?”’

‘Wharton Huber, associate curator of vertebrate zoology,
¢¢‘Familiar Mammals of Pennsylvania and New Jer-
sey.”’ .

Dr. Henry A. Pilsbry, ‘‘Animals of the Ancient Past.’’

The Monday evening lectures begin at 8 o’clock and
the Sunday afternoon lectures at 3 o’clock.

THE FEDERATION OF AMERICAN SOCIE-
TIES FOR EXPERIMENTAL BIOLOGY

THE Federation of American Societies for Experi-
mental Biology formed by the American Physiological
Society, the American Society of Biological Chemists,
the American Society for Pharmacology and Experi-
mental Therapeutics and the American Society for Ex-
perimental Pathology, will meet at the McGill Univer-
sity, Montreal, Canada, from April 8 to 11, 1931.
The preliminary program follows:

Wednesday, April 8—~The members are invited to visit
various laboratories and points of interest in Mon-
treal. Meetings of the Executive Committee of the
Federation and of the Councils of the Societies.

Thursday, April 9.—Joint Session of the Federation and
Scientific and Business Sessions of the Societies. A
complimentary banquet will be tendered the members
in the evening.

Friday, April 10—Scientific and Business Sessions of
the Societies. Joint Demonstrations 2:00 P. M.
General Meeting of the American Society of Biolog-
ical Chemists at 3:30 P. M. The annual banquet



