
SCIENCE 

VOL. 73 FRIDAY, 20, 1931 No. 1886 FEBRUARY 

A Botanical Problem: PROFESSOR C. FER-MARGARET 
193 

197 

Obituary: 
Memorials; Recent Deaths 199 

Scientific Events : 
Museum Specimens; Field Museum of Natural 
History; Fellows of the Guggenheim Foundation; 
National Research Fellowships in the Biological 
Sciences; The  Indianapolis Meeting of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society 200 

Scientific Notes and 5 e w s  ............................................................... 203 


Discussion : 
Origin of Palouse Hills Topography: DR. VIRGIL 
R. D. KIRKEAM, M. MELVILLE and DON- JOHNSON 
ALD HOLM. A Fo~s i l  Cycad i n  New Jersey: PRO-
FESSOR M. A. CHRYSLER.Plaral Fractions: DR. 
C. E. WATERS. W h y  Pathogene rather than 
Pathogen? PROFESSOR L. STEVENS 207I?. .......................... 


Scientific Books : 
Willis on Living Africa: CHARLESPROFESSOR 
SCHUCHERT 211............................................................................................. 


Scientific Apparatus and Laboratory Methods: 

A Vethod of Staining the Oocysts of Coccidia: H. 

B. CROUCHand PROFESSORE. R. BECKER. The 

Ligation of Earthworms to  Remove the Anterior 
or Posterior End:  L. S. ROWELL 212 

special ~  ~ :t i ~ l ~ ~ 

On a Release-Phenomenon in Electrical Stimula- 

tion of the "Motor" Cerebral Cortez: DR. J. G. 

DUSSERDE BARENNEand CLYDE MARSHALL.The 

Etiology of Swine Influenza: DR. RICHARD E. 


Nitrogen: DR. W. J.  SPILLMAN 215 

Science News 1 0  

SCIENCE : A Weekly Journal devoted to the Advance- 
ment of Science, edited by J. MCKEEN CATTELL and pub- 
lished every Friday by 

T H E  SCIENCE PRESS 
New Pork City: Grand Central Terminal 

Laneaster, Pa. Garrison, N. Y. 

Annual Subscription, $6.00 Single Copies, 15 Cts. 

SCIENCE is the official organ of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science. Information regard- 
ing members hi^ in the Association may be secured from 
the offlce of the permanent secretary, in the Smithsonian 
Institution Building, Washington, D. C. 

A BOTANICAL PROBLEM' 
By Professor MARGARET C.FERGUSON 

DEPBRTMENT 0%' B W U Y ,  WI%LESLEY COLLEQE 

"CONSIDERthe lilies how they grow." Thus spake 
the great Master now just nineteen hundred years 
ago. And this statement from Him is prima facie 
evidence that the people of this period knew some-
thing of plants and of their growth. F o r  it was the 
habit of this Teacher to base His  lessons on the 
known and familiar. But  we have evidence from 
many other sources that the study and observation 
of plants was a t  this time by no means new. When 
one searches the records f o r  the beginnings of man's 
interest in  and work with plants, one finds the story 
extending back not only to  the earliest days of 
recorded history but f a r  into those more remote 
times regarding which the archeologists have as  yet 
found only the most fragmentary evidence, and then 
on into the mists of the past where conjecture alone 

l Address of the retiring president of the Botanical 
Society of America, read a t  Cleveland, December 31, 
1930. 

can guide us. There is very general belief that the 
plants of the open plains and of the forests were 
one, doubtless the most potent one, of the factors 
influencing primitive man as  he started on the long 
trail upward t o  civilization and his modern su-
premacy. W e  know that Xeolithic man grew cereals, 
raised flax and cultivated plants bearing frui t  and 
nuts. Moreover we find his grains such that  they 
must have been the result of long ages of cultivation 
and improvement. With those still earlier practices, 
which must have antedated by many epochs those of 
Neolithic man, one's imagination may play a t  will. 

Whatever the first abodes of man, whether caves 
o r  the sheltering branches of trees, the fact  of a 
more or  less fixed habitation, a pausing in his wander- 
ings a t  some definite point, was undoubtedly a most 
significant step in  that progress which led eventually 

to  man's present estate. W e  know tha t  twa  factors 
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------ The confusion which exists among those practically concerned about Protozoa of the--
alimentary tract of man and their relation to disease has been the stimulus in writing 
this book. I t  was planned as a monograph for students and practitioners of medicine i 

2 and for those variously connected with medicine in special ways which bring them as 
responsible parties into this very common consideration in diagnosis, prevention, and ---2 	 treatment of disease. ----
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