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The strains of Bacterium granulosis obtained by us 
agreed culturally in all respects with the Noguchi 
bacterium. Two were tested individually in Macacus 
rhesus, both inducing the characteristic granular 
lesions of the conjunctiva. Three other strains iso- 
lated by us, when pooled and inoculated, produced in 
four of five monkeys typical experimental trachom- 
atous lesions of marked severity, appearing first on 
the twelfth day and progressing to abundant devel- 
opment during the following six weeks. 
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THE PASSENGER PIGEON 
ITis conl~nonly believed that the passenger pigeon, 

so frequently seen through the middle west about 
fifty years ago, has ceased to exist on this continent. 
Several reports to the contrary have appeared from 
time to time, but it has usually been concluded by 
those in a position to know that these reports have 
concerned either the dove or the band-tailed pigeon 
from the west. 

An article in the Detroit News for January 5 by 
Mr. Kendrick Kimball, staff correspondent of the 
News, reports some observations of interest made by 
Mr. Robert H. Wright, of Munissing, Michigan 
(Upper Peninsula), and by Dr. Samuel R. Landes, 
of Traverse City. The former is said to have observed 
a pair of passenger pigeons on highway M-28, about 
sixteen miles from Munissing, on June 10, 1929. 
They were in the road and he approached within ten 
feet of them-sufficiently close for him and his family 
to note the sheen on the neck and the red eyes. Dr. 
Landes, driving from Florida, observed a flock of 
about fifteen between Indianapolis and Kokomo. 
Both these men were said to be quite familiar with 
this species, having hunted and plucked hundreds of 
the birds in Michigan and Missouri, respectively, in 
the late seventies. 

The article by Mr. Kimball has served as the incen- 
tive for me to report an observation made in the 
wilds of the North Peninsula of Michigan during 
the second week of September last. 

An old friend, Mr. Foard, of Marquette, and 
myself were finishing a day devoted to running out 
lines of a tract of some six hundred acres of my 
summer camp on the north shore of Lake Huron, 
near Beaver Tail Point, about twelve miles east of 
Les Cheneaux. The country is wild, practically un- 
inhabited, and lies mostly in "burnings7) interspersed 
with patches of fresh growth of spruce, poplar and 
some old timber. 

About six-thirty in the evening we were still some 
five miles from camp, pushing a line through the 

scrub and attempting to locate a trail. We had just 
paused to get our direction when Mr. Foard pointed 
to the top of a tall, dead white birch and said, "There's 
a passenger pigeon; I have seen several the last few 
years." I had to turn in order to look, and then the 
bird was already in flight, perhaps a hundred feet 
away. All that I could see was that it had the shape 
of a pigeon and a somewhat pointed tail. Mr. Foard 
had the better view and had seen the bird several 
moments before he spoke. While I can not therefore 
verify this report, I have great faith in Mr. Board's 
powers of observation. His entire life has been spent 
in the woods of northern Michigan, as land agent 
and trespass agent for the government. Few in the 
state, I dare say, know more about the denizens of 
the Michigan woods than he. The deer, the bear, the 
timber-wolf and the birds have been his companions 
for forty years, and he knows them and their ways. 
As he told me when we continued our way homeward, 
discussing the strange disappearance of the passenger 
pigeon, he had often hunted the birds in the years 
around 1878 in this same country and knew them too 
well to be mistaken. Since their long disappearance 
he had seen none until quite recent times. 

I t  seems to me that these three observations by 
Michigan men, all of whom knew the passenger 
pigeon in the old days, serve seriously to raise the 
question that has been propounded by Mr. Kimball 
in his newspaper article: ('Has the passenger pigeon 
come back?" The northern peninsula of Michigan 
was once a famous nesting ground for this species, 
and it is  hoped that the residents of this delightful 
region will continue to make special effort to reeog- 
nize and report this assumedly extinct species whose 
sudden disappearance constitutes one of the greatest 
recent biological tragedies of the American continent. 
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SEVERE HAIL INJURY TO TREES AND 
SHRUBS 

ONE evening last summer, as the writer was return- 
ing home from a trip through southern Illinois, his 
attention was attracted by the peculiar appearance 
presented by the trees growing in a cemetery a t  the 
north edge of Marion, the county-seat of Williamson 
County, Illinois. As seen from the road, the foliage 
on practically all these trees appeared to be in 
crowded, rosette-like bunches on the larger limbs, 
while the small limbs were conspicuously dead and 
barren. It was almost dusk a t  the time, and as there 
were many miles. yet to be driven, there was little 
inclination to tarry long enough to make a detailed 
examination of the trees. Later, however, on another 
trip to the locality, made on October 13, in company 
with Dr. Benjamin Koehler, crop pathologist a t  the 


