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WHAT CONSTITUTES PUBLICATIONP 
YOURsecretary has assigned to me a Chinese puzzle. 
Kindly permit me, in acoepting this assignment, to 

make one point unambiguous, namely, that in any 
views expressed to-day I am speaking only in my in- 
dividual capacity, as a specimen of the genus Homo 
and not as secretary of the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature. I n  fact, it  is entirely 
conceivable that a t  some future time, as mouthpiece 
of the commission, I might express views a t  variance 
with the content of this paper. 

A second point to be made clear is that no definition 
of zoological publication can be formulated which is 
not subject to debate, differences of opinion and criti- 
cism. 

With this introduction I feel at liberty to discuss 
this very complicated theme. 

"Publication" has numerous definitions, more o r  less 
subjective according to the particular field and goal 
under consideration. Our problem is "what constitutes 
zoological publication?" 

Whatever subject we discuss, it  is both interesting 
and instructive to consider the derivation of our terms 
in order to gain a starting point. 

The English word "publication" wmes from the 
Latin pblicatio, which means "an adjudging tb the 
public treasury, confiscation." Thus, when a zoological 
manuscript (legally the property of an individual) is 
published, its content becomes, by confiscation, the 
property of the populus zoologicus. Ergo, from the 
moment of publication the author has no more claim 
to the data or the ideas contained therein than has any 
other member of the zoological profession, except in 
so far  as he may take out a copyright (which gives 
the exclusive right to multiply and to dispose of 
copies of an intellectual production-corresponding to 
a patent of an  invention). 

Consequently, the author has no more right to 
change a given published name than has any other 
zoologist-although the code of ethics provides that in 
case the author has inadvertently published a homo- 
nym, the colleague who notices this fact is to invite 
the attention of the author to it and, as an act of pro- 
fessional courtesy, to give him first opportunity to cor- 
rect his error in technique. 

The word publicatio is based on the Latin publicare, 
which means "to make public property, to seize and 

1 Address, by invitation, before American Ornithologi- 
cal Union, Nov. 15, 1927. 
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inches. Cloth. Price, $3.W, postpaid. 
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country, with close proximity to  brackish and fresh 
water collecting grounds, yet only an hour from the 
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Woods Hole, Mass. 
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SUPPLY 
DEPARTMENT Biological Supplies 
open the ~~~i~~ For the classroom, museum or col- 

lector. 
Year Look for the sign of the Limulus. 

As the Limulus -represents the test 
of time, we feel from the business 
growth that our supplies have also 
stood the test of years. 

Send for  Catalogue 
No. I. Zoological m d  Embryolog- 
leal material Life Histories and 
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No. 11. Botanioal material 
No. 111. Microscopic Slides. 
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ing material and eataloguen to: 
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Anthelmintics and their Uses $5.00 

By R. N. CHOPRA and ASA C. CHAND- 
LER. A concise and systematic study 
from the pharmacological and hel- 
minthological viewpoints for the phys- 
ician, health worker, veterinarian, and 
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Sir Isaac Newton: 1727 l 1927 $5.00 
Edited by FREDERICK E. BRASCH. A 
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Newton's career, contributed to by 
leading scientists of America, among 
them: David Eugene Smith, Michael 
I. Pupin, Paul W. Heyl, Florian 
Cajori and George E. Roberts. Pub- 
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of Science Society. 

Filterable Viruses $7.50 
Edited by THOMAS M. RIVERS. A sum- 
mary of existing knowledge of the fil- 
terable viruses, presenting ten discus- 
sions from the pens of as many leading 
investigators. Contributions by T. M. 
Rivers, Stuart Mudd, Alexis Carrel, 
E. V. Cowdry, Harold L. Amoss, P. K. 
Olitsky, E. W. Goodpasture, R. W. 
Glaser, L. 0. Kunkel and J. Bronfen- 
brenner. 

LeafeMining Insects $6.00 
By JAMES G. NEEDEIAM, S. W. FROST 
and B. H. TOTHILL. An introduction 
to the study of leaf-mining insects, an 
account of their natural history, and 
lists of leaf-miners and their food 
plants. 

Physiology and Biochemistry of 
Bacteria $7.50 

By R. E. BUCHANAN and ELLIS I. 
FULMER. An introduction to the 
growth phases, composition, and bio- 
physical chemistry of bacteria and 
their environment, and energetics. 

To be published in May 

The Williams & W i i  Company 
Publishers of Scientific Books a n d  Periodicals I /  

t GEO. M. GRAY, Baltimore, Maryland 
Curator, Woods Hole, Mass. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF 
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These Two New Books 

initiate the program of medical publication 
which the University of Chicago has under- 
taken in connection with the opening of its 
laboratories, clinics, and hospitals. 

The Newer Knowledge 

of Bacteriology and 


Immunology 

Edited by Edwin 0.Jordan and I. S. Falk 

Written b y  Eighty-two Contributors 

A complete and up-tot-date summary of progress in fields in which unusually 
rapid progress has been made during the last decade. Each of these eighty- 
two authors has made a definite contribution to scientific knowledge, and his 
chapter represents his latest conclusions. $10.00 

Childbirth 

An Outline of its.Essential Features and the 


Art of Its Management 

By William George Lee, M.D. 

During hia full years as clinician an& teacher Dr. Lee evolved a definite theory 
and practice of obstetrics. His book is his final word upon the phenomenon 
of childbirth. It is unique! in giving a concise wd logical presentation of the 
essential points in the management of labor. $3.00 

T h e  Univers i ty  of Chicago Press  
5750 Ellis Avenue Chicago, Ill. 


