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fessors who, with the cooperation of other professors in 
their departments, graduate students and National Re-
search Fellows and International Research Fellows, are 
carrying on research in science to a degree unprecedented 
in Princeton. 

In  the mathematics department a group of research 
students comprising six National Research Fellows and 
two International Research Fellows--one a privat-docent 
a t  Berlin and the other a professor from Russia-are en-
gaged in research in analysis situs and differeutial 
geometry, the chief fields of research of our mathe-
maticians. 

In  the chemistry department the number of men en-
gaged in research is 30 per cent. greater than last year. 
A considerable number of the investigators in chemistry 
are engaged in catalytic studies. They include a research 
associate from Sweden, an International Research Fellow 
from Berlin, one Kational Research Fellow, a visiting 
professor on leave from India, a visiting fellow from Ox- 
ford and several graduate students. 

Investigators in the department of physics are co-
operating with those in the department of chemistry in 
a combined attack on problems of excited atoms, dielec- 
trics and the electrical properties of molecules. Impor-
tant spectroscopic work is also being done in collaboration 
with the department of astronomy. Twenty-four men are 
conducting experiments in physics, including nine mem-
hers of the staff, nine graduate students, three 
National Research Fellows, one International Research 
Fellow from Gottingen, one Procter Fellow from Cam- 
bridge University, England, and one fellow each from 
the research laboratories of the General Electric Company 
and the Westinghouse Company. 

In  the department of biology, researches on heredity 
and mutation in plants, on the localization of develop-
mental materials and processes in animal eggs, on the 
origin of the vascular system in vertebrates, on the mor- 
phology and physiology of bioluminescence and the bio- 
chemistry of photosynthesis are being conducted by 
twelve members of the staff and graduate students. 

RESOLUTION REGARDING T H E  U. S. COAST 
AND GEODETIC SURVEY 

THE following resolution, prepared with the author- 
ity of the council of the Geological Society of Amer- 
ica, was adopted by the society assembled in annual 
meeting a t  Cleveland, on December 30, 1927. 

WHEREAS,Housebill No. 7480 to transfer the geodetic, 
seismologic and related services of the U. S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey to the U. S. Geological Survey is before 
the committee on interstate and foreign commerce of the 
house and has been presented in the senate, and 

WHEREAS, The proposed transfer, if effected, would 
materially change the status of the specified scientific re- 
search which is of great importance to science and to the 
people of the United States, and 

TVHEREAS,The proposed administrative change would 
disrupt the Coast and Geodetic Survey and would term?- 
nate the activity of that organization in lines of research 

in which it  has long been engaged and in which it has 
won the respect and confidence of the scientific world 
among all nations; 

Therefore, be it resolved, That it is the sense of this 
society that the proposed transfer should be made only 
after thorough consideration by competent scientific au- 
thority and in accordance with the recommendations 
which that authority may make; and 

That to this end we recommend that the proposed legis- 
lation be referred to the Kational Academy of Sciences 
for appropriate action, and further that copies of this 
resolution shall be forwarded to the committees of the 
House and Senate having charge of the respective bills. 

BAILEY WILLIS, 
Enwarn B. RIATHEWS, 

Committee 

T H E  SECOND SESSION O F  T H E  INSTITUTE 
O F  CHEMISTRY 

THE second session of the Institute of Chemistry of 
the American Chemical Society will be held in Evans- 
ton, Illinois, from July 23 to August 18. Every effort 
is being made to arrange the lectures and conferences 
of the institute in  such a way as  to  offer a unique ser- 
vice to chemists both industrial and  academic. The 
committee in charge of the institute consists of N. E. 
Gordon, chairman of the A. C. S. committee on them-
ical education, University of Maryland; B. S. Hopkins, 
chairman of the division of chemical education, A. C. 
S., University of Illinois; H. E. Howe, editor, Indus- 
trial and Engineering Chemistv~ and head of the A. 
C. S. news service, Washington, D. C.; C. E. K. 
Eastman Kodak Company; S. W. Parr,  president of 
the American Chemical Society, University of Illinois; 
C. L. Parsons, secretary of the American Chemical 
Society, Washington, D. C.; C. M. A. Stine, E. I. du 
Pont de Nemours and Company; G. L. Wendt, Penn- 
sylvania State College; F. C. Whitmore, National Re- 
search Council; W. R. Whitney, General Electric 
Company, and F. W. Willard, Western Electric Com- 
pany. The executive secretary will be C. D. Hurd, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. 

Following is a tentative list of subjects for  confer- 
ences fo r  the Institute of Chemistry. Suggestions and 
criticisms should be sent to F. C. Whitmore, National 
Research Council, Washington, D. C. There will be 
28 conferences, arranged a t  times when two and a half 
hours will be available fo r  each. Thus, several con- 
ferences will be devoted to the same subject if i t  seems 
important enough to warrant this. 

One group of subjects will deal with the help which 
chemistry can give for  the better utilization of raw 
materials : 

Agricultural products 

Coal 
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Petroleum 
Metals 
Animal products 

Only certain aspects of these subjects can be cov- 
ered. I n  addition, certain miscellaneous subjects have 
been suggested for conferences : 

Chemotherapy 
Disposal of municipal wastes 
Rubber 
Science and national defense 
Chemistry life processes 
Synthetic '(raw " materials 
Antioxidants 
Cellulose 

Suggestions are needed regarding the special phases 
of these topics which can best be treated and regard- 
ing the best men to lead the discussions. Conferences 
will not be limited to.the subjects listed above. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

DR. HUGH S. TAYLOR, David D. Jones professor of 

research chemistry at Princeton University, has been 
awarded the Nichols medal by the New York section 
of the American Chemical Society. Presentation of 
the medal will be made at a meeting of the section 
on March 9, when Dr. Taylor will speak on "Catalysis 
as an Inspiration of Fundamental Research." 

DR. LOUIS B. WILSON, director of the Mayo Foun- 
dation, has been elected an honorary member of the 
Royal Society of Medicine at Rome. . 

DR. JOSEPH SHEEHAN,of New York, was EABTMAN 
decorated with the Order of Alphonso XI1 by the 
personal physician of the king of Spain, January 3, 
in recognition of his work in plastic surgery. 

AT the Christmas meeting of the American Psy-
chological Association in Columbus, Ohio, a dinner 
was given by twenty-five psychologists for Professor 
Margaret F. Washburn, of Vassar College. Pro-
fessors Bentley, of Illinois; Langfeld, of Princeton; 
Yerkes, of Yale; Pillsbury, of Michigan, and Mull, 
of Sweetbriar, spoke and Professor Warren, of 
Princeton, presented to Miss Washburn a volume of 
studies in her honor. The dedication of the volume 
reads as follows: "To Margaret Floy Washburn, 
teacher, editor, author, scientist, twenty-five years 
professor of psychology a t  Vassar College, the editor 
of The American Journal of Psychology, on Com-
pleting thirty-three years of distinguished service to 
psychology, this volume is dedicated by her col-
leagues." 

THE following officers for 1928 have been elected 
by the Washington Academy of Sciences : President, 

Robert B. Sosman, Geophysical Laboratory; Nom-
Resident Vice-presidents, B. W. Evermann, Museum 
of the Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, Calif., 
J. G. Lipman, Agricultural Experiment Station, New 
Brunswick, N. J . ;  Corresponding Secretary, L. B. 
Tuckerman, Bureau of Standards; Recording Secre- 
tary, W. D. Lambert, Coast and Geodetic survey; 
Treasurer, R. L. Faris, Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

AT the annual meeting of the Mineralogical Society 
of America held a t  the Case School of Applied Sci- 
ence from December 29 to 31, the following officers 
were elected : President, Esper S. Larsen, Harvard 
University ; Vice-president, Lazard Cahn, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; Secretary, Frank R. Van Horn, 
Case School of Applied Science; Treasurer, Alex-
ander H. Phillips, Princeton University; Editor, Wal-
ter F. Hunt, University of Michigan; Councillor 
1928-1932, Ellis Thomson, University of Toronto. 

DR. DOUGLAS W. JOHNSON,professor of physiog- 
raphy at Columbia University, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Association of American Geographers. 

DR. CARL L. MCDONALD has been elected president 
of the Academy of Medicine of Cleveland for the en- 
s u k g  year. 

DR. EMERY R. HAYHURST,professor of hygiene in 
the Ohio State University College of Medicine, Co- 
lumbus, has been made chairman of the national com- 
mittee of the United States for the Fifth International 
Medical Congress for Industrial Accidents and Occu- 
pational Diseases to be held in Budapest in September, 
1928. 

ON December 31, when the resignation of Dr. C. W. 
Larson as chief of the Bureau of Dairy Industry be- 
came effective, Secretary Jardine designated Dr. L. A. 
Rogers, senior bacteriologist of the bureau, as acting 
chief of the bureau, effective January 1,to serve untiI 
further notice. Dr. Rogers is in charge of the dairy 
research laboratories of the bureau. 

S. B. HASKELL,director of the Massachusetts Ex- 
periment Station, resigned on December 1 5  to take 
a position with the agricultural department of a syn- 
thetic nitrogen products oorpor at'ion. 

CHARLESMERVYNSLAGG,chief of the tobacco divi- 
sion for the Department of Agriculture, Dominion of 
Canada, with headquarters at Ottawa, has resigned 
his commission to become director of tobacco investi- 
gations for the commonwealth of Australia. After 
visiting tobacco investigation stations in Massachusetts, 
Connectieut, Virginia and Wisconsin, he will sail from 
the Pacific coast to Melbourne, where his headquarters 
will be stationed. 

DR. WILLIAM CROCKER, director of the Boyce 


