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BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS

Ox November 26 of last year the secretary of the
Union of American Biological Societies submitted to
American biologists individually the report of the
Joint Publications Committee of the Union and of the
Division of Biology and Agriculture of the National
Research Council. This report! outlined a tentative
plan for providing biologists with a comprehensive
abstracting and indexing service. In sending this re-
port the secretary made provision for an expression
from biologists individually on the main issues in-
volved—the plan itself and the individual support
through subseriptions that it might expect if estab-
lished. The seeretary, Dr. I. F. Lewis, University of
Virginia, has requested the Joint Publications Com-
mittee to study and report on the about 4,500 replies
received. The following report is, therefore, sub-
mitted by the Joint Publications Committee.

Before reporting on the referendum, it will be
well to recall briefly the events and considerations
Which led up to the proposal to develop a compre-
hensive biological abstracting service.

In 1921 a conference representing the Amerlcan
Society of Naturalists, American Society of Zoolo-
gists and Botanical Society of America considered the
question of providing adequate organization facili-
ties for geneticists, without at the same time adding
to the already large number of independent biological

‘societies and thereby increasing still- more the difficul-

ties of concerted effective effort in larger problems
of importance to biologists generally. Following the
suggestions of the conference, sections in genetics
with common officers were created in the American
Society of Zoologists and the Botanical Society of
America. However, the conference recognized that
with the inevitable continued diversifieation similar
necessities would arise from time to time; also that
important problems concerning biologists generally
were already demanding attention. It was, therefore,
suggested that representatives of the various national
research biological societies discuss the advisability
of establishing a union. The Division of Biology
and Agriculture of the National Research Council was
appealed to as a disinterested body to call a confer-
ence. Such a gathering was held at the Toronto meet-
ing of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science in 1921 and participated in by rep-
resentatives of nearly a seore of societies. Out of
this meeting grew a second request to the National
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