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SIMON NEWCOMB 
THE numerous published biographical 

sketches of Simon Newcomb all fail to set 
forth accurately the full extent of the 
world-wide recognition of his contributions 
to scientific knowledge, and the breadth of 
his interests and activities. No other Amer- 
ican scientist has ever achieved such gen- 

eral recognition of eminence. I t  seems de- 
sirable, therefore, to assemble the facts to 
fill this 1acuna.l The plan which Monsieur 
Lebon has employed in the admirable Su-
varzts du Jour series suggested the form of 
the following synoptic notes. 

These notes were prepared several years 
ago in consultation with members of Pro- 
fessor Newcomb's family, and after inspec- 
tion of his remarkable collection of di-
plomas, medals, decorations, and certifi-
cates of membership and of other honors. 
This collection became the property of the 
nation in 1909, and i t  is now prominently 
displayed in the historical section of the 
National Museum in the Smithsonian In- 
stitution at Washington. 

Born at Wallace, Nova Scotia, a r c h  12, 1835 
1853: Came t o  the United States. 
1854: Teacher i n  a country school at  Massey7s 

Cross Roads, Kent Co., Md. 
1855: Teacher in the village school at Sudlersville, 

Md. 
1855, May 26: First publication, a letter in The  

National Intelligencer, Washington, D. C. 
1857, Jan.-Sept. 1861: Computer i n  the Nautical 

Almanac office, then located at  Cambridge, Mass. 
( i t  has been in Washington, D. C. since 1866). 
See also 1860. 1861. 

1858, July 2: B.Sc., Harvard University, Cam-

bridge, Mass' s'' 18759 1879-80~ lgg4,
1898-99, 1906. 

1A complete bibliography o f  Newcomb's l i f e  
and b y  the writer,will soon be published 
elsewhere. 



1839, flug.: Elected I\;lerr~l)er of the Ar~lerienn As-
sociation for the Advancement of Scielrce. See 
also 1874, 1876. 

1860: Nailtical Almanac officc dispatched an ex-
pedition, in charge of S. Ncwcornb anil W. Fer-
re], to  obscrvc the total solar eclipse, in July, 
noltll ol' Laltc Winnipeg, Canada. Scc also 
1857, 1869, 1870, 1878. 

1860, Jarr. 25: Elected Fellow, i n  the Division of 
Mnthematii.~ aild Aitrorrorny, of ilia American 
Acndenry of Arts ancl Scienccs, 1:oston. Scc 
also 1870, 1880. 

1861, Sept. 21 : Com:nis\ioned I'rofcsior of Mathe- 
matics in thc TJr~itcti States Navy by Abraham 
Lincoln. See. also 18'77, 1897. 

1863, hug. 4: Marricil to Miss Mary Caroline 
Hasc,ler, daughter of Dr. C. A. IIassler, U. S. N., 
and gr:tndtlaaghtcr cf F'crdinand 1ladoll)h IIass- 
ler, thc founder of the U. S. Coast Survey. 

1869, Scltt. 1: Islectetl Itember of the Natio;ial 
Aeademy of Scie;rccs, Washington, D. C. See 
3150 3878, 1881, 1883, 1902, 1903. 

1869: Bent l)y the Ti .  8. govern~ner~tto  Des Moines, 
Iowa, to  observe the Solar Ecllpsc, flug. 7. 8ce 
also 1860. 

1870: Scrrt hy thc TI. 8. govcrnrnent to  Gibraltar 
to  obhc~lre the Solar Eclipsc, Dcc. 22. Sce also 
1860. 

1870, May 21i: Electeil Associate Fellow (number 
of buck1 lilnrted to 14 in  the Divisior~ of Mathe-
r~latic; arid A,tronorny) of the American ilcacl- 
c>rny of Artr and Scicnccs, Boston. See also 1860. 

1870, No\.  11: Guest a t  a, dinner of the R o y d  
Abtronorriical Soclety Club, London. H e  Tray 
also a guest a t  drnners of this club 011 the Sol- 
loving dates: Jan.  8, 1875; Jan.  12, 1883; June, 
1896; June 9, 1899. See also 1872, 1874. 

1871, M:ty 1'i: Elected Member of the I'hllosoph- 
ical Soclety of Wa.,krington. See also 1879-80, 
1008. 

1871: Appointed Secretary of the Commission, 
created by Congress for  the purpose of observ-
ing the Translt of Vem~s, Ilec. 9, 1879, and 
wlrich organizcci the exprditior~s sent out by the 
United States gove~nrnelit. See also 1882. 

1872, Nov. 8:  l<lcctctl Associate Member of the 
Royal Astronomical Socicty, London. See also 
1870. 

1873: Appointed lecturer in Columbiar~ (after-  
~ ~ a r d s  Washmgton) Re-George TJniversity. 

signeii 1884. See also 1874, 1881. 


1&7::, h u g .  22: Elccted a t  Ilamburg a member of 
the Abtronon~isclre Qesellsehaft. See also 1887. 

i , :, J)ce. 16: Appoilrted correspondent of the 
Obbcrvatoire de Pans .  
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1871 : I3lcctecl E'fllow of the Amcrican Association 
for the Advancemc3nt of Science. See also 1869. 

1874: TJ,.ZI., Colnmhian Univc.rsity, Washington, 
U. C., now Georgc Washington Tlniverslty. The 
folloming is r~uiotcrl I'rom the diploma : "Virum 
clarurn Silnoncm Newcomb coeli dimetiendi stel- 
larnrnqire errantimn librar~clarum peritissimu~n 
Iicgnrn Uoctorcm, etc. " Since also 1873. 

1874, .Tan. 19: Ji>lected Corl.espondcnt of the 
bcailcmie des Sciencrs d r  l ' lnsti tut  do France. 
Seo also 1893, 1906. 

1871, Fch. 	13: Amartled the gold ruedd of the 
Royal Astronorrrieal Xocicty, London, for his 
"tables of Neptune and Uranus and other 
matlic~i~aticalworks. " See also 1870. 

1875: Offcrcd t l ~ e  directorship of the IInrvard Ob 
scrvatory. See also 1558. 

1875, Pet). 8:  Rfastcr of Mnthernatics :~riii 1)octor 
of Natural Yhilo\ophy, TJniversity of f~c~yilm,on 
the cclcbration oC the 300th anniversary of i ts  
f oundiiig. 

1875, July 1 : I>L.D., Yale University, New Elavcn. 
Sec alc,o 1877. 

1875, Nov. 10: l?lccteil :r Porcign Asbociate of the 
IIungliga Svei~ska Vetcnslrapsakaden~ien (Royal 
Sweilish Acacler~~y of Rcicnces) ,Stoclrholm. 

1875, Dec. 29 (Jan.  10) : Elected a Corresponding 
Mernbcr of thc Irnpcratoriltaja Ake(1c;nija nadlr 
(Imperial Academy of Sciences), T'etrograd. See 
3150 1896, 1897. 

1876, Jnne  27 : I$;lected Corresponding Bilember of 
the ICdnigliche Bayerisclren Almdemie der Wis- 
scnsch:~€ten, Munich. 

1876, hug. 30: Elected Presitlent of the Amerieaii 
Asbociation for  the Advalicernent of Science. 
llelivered retiring address In 1878. See also 
1859. 

1877: Elected mernher of the Yale Alumni Asso- 
ciation. See also 187h. 

1877, Sept. 15: Hecanrc~ the senior Profcrsor of 
Mathematics i n  the U. 8. Navy-with the rcla- 
tive rank of Captain. Appointed S u p e ~ ~ n t m i l -  
eut of the American Ephemeris and Nautical Al- 
manac OOGce. Sec also 1857, 1861, 1906. 

1877, Nov. 27 :,Elected Associate of the Hunglrga 
\7,+ ons1r:~ps-Xocietetcn (Royal Scientific Society) , 
Tlpsala, Sweden. 

1877, Dee. 13: Elected Foreign Mernber of the 
Iloyal Society, London. The numl~erof such 
members is lirnited to 50. See also 1890, 1995. 

1878: Sent by U. 8. govcrnment to Separation, 
Wyoming, to o1)servc the total Solar Eclipse, 
July 29. Scc allso 1860. 

1 Y7!3, .J:lrl. 18 : 331ecti~d Member of the Airierican 
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Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. See also 
1903, 1906, 1908, 1909. 

1878, May 18: Elected Foreign Member of the 
Hollandsche Maatschappy der Wetenschappen, 
Harlem. The only other American Foreign 
Member was J. D. Dana. (Number of Foreign 
Members limited to 60.) See also 1880. 

Awarded the Huygen's medal by the Society 
which had "resolved to award biennially a 
medal to the individual who, by his researches 
and discoveries or inventions during the previous 
twenty years had, in the judgment of the So-
ciety, distinguished himself in an exceptional 
manner in a particular branch of science." 

1878, May 20: Elected Honorary Member of the 
Cambridge [England] Philosophical Society. 

1878, Aug.: Appointed by the National Academy 
of Sciences on a Committee to plan for survey- 
ing and mapping the territories of the United 
States. See also 1869. 

1879-80: President of the Philosophical Society of 
Washington. See also 1871. 

1879-80: Lecturer on Political Economy a t  Har- 
vard University. (Four Lectures.) See also 
1858. 

1880, May 26: Delegate o'f the Rollandsche 
Maatschappy der Wetenschappen a t  the celebra- 
tion of the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences at 
Boston. See also 1860, 1878. 

1881: Elected Honorary Foreign Fellow (limited 
to  36) of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

1881: Became an administrator of the Watson 
Fund on behalf of the National Academy and 
continued in active service in connection with it 
(chairman of the Board of Trustees from 1887) 
until his death. The fund was founded by the 
will of Professor J. C. Watson and i t  provided 
the means for support of research and investi- 
gation and the award of the Watson Gold 
Medal. See also 1869. 

1881: Elected Home Secretary of the National 
Academy of Sciences; held the office till 1883. 
See also 1869. 

1881: Appointed by the National Academy of Sci- 
ences chairman of a Committee on Questions of 
meteorological science and its applications. Com-
mittee discharged in 1884. See also 1869. 

1881-82 : Delivered twelve lectures a t  the Lowell 
Institute, Boston, on the "History of Astron-
omy." 

1881, March 9: Elected Foreign Member of the 
Kungliga Fysiografiska Siillskapet (Royal Phys- 
iographical Society), Lund, Sweden. 

1882: Sent by the U. S. governmeilt to Cape of 

Good Rope to observe the transit of Venus, Dee. 
6. See also 1871. 

1882, Mar. 16: Elected Honorary Member in the 
Section of Science of the Royal Irish Academy, 
Dublin. Such members are limited to 30, of 
whom one half a t  least must be foreigners. 

1883: Elected Vice-president of the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences. He continued in this oEce till 
1889. See also 1869. 

1883, June 7: Elected Corresponding Member of 
the K6nigliche Preussischen Akademie der Wis- 
senschaften, 13erlin. See also 1899. 

1884: LL.D. I-Iarvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 
I n  the diploma occur the words: "Simon New-
comb virum summo ingenio p r ~ d i t u m  Mathe- 
maticum acutissimum rerumque coelestium peri- 
tissimum." See also 1858. 

1884: Appointed Member of the Board of Exam- 
iners of the International Electrical Exhibition 
of The Franklin Institute of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. See below. 

1884: Appointed Professor of Astronomy in the 
Corcoran Scientific School of Columbian (since 
1904 George Washington) University. Re-
signed 1886. See also 1873. 

1884, July 22: Appointed by President Arthur, 
Commissioner of the National Conference of 
Electricians a t  The Franklin Institute, Phila-
delphia. See above. 

1884, Aug.: Elected Corresponding Member of the 
British Association for Advancement of Science. 
See also 1904. 

1884, Oct. : Appointed Professor of Mathematics 
and Astronomy a t  Johns Hopkins University, 
and lectured there till Jan. 1,1894. He was re- 
appointed in 1898 and retained the position till 
1900. See also below, 1897, 1899, 1900, 1901, 
1902. 

1884-94, 1899 and 1900: Editor-in-Chief of the 
American Journal of Mathematics, Johns Hop- 
kins University. Associate Editor; 1878, 1879, 
1895-98, 1901-1909. See also 1884. 

1885: Elected the first President of the American 
Society for Psychical Research. Reelected Presi- 
dent of the Society in 1886. 

1885, June 18: Asked if he would accept the 
Presidency of the University of California. 

1886: Ph.D., University of Heidelberg, Germany, 
on the celebration of the 500th anniversary of its 
founding. Degree conferred in absentia. 

1886, Jan. 15: Elected Honorary Member 	 (a t  the 
same time as Chrystal and Sylvester) of the 
Association for the Improvement of Geometrical 
Teaching, afterwards the Mathematical Asso-
ciation, London. 



1886, Oct. 11: Elected Associate of the Liverpool 
Astroliomieal Society. 

1886, Nov. 6: Elected President of the Alumni AS- 
sociation of the l~awrcnce Scientific School in 
IIarvard University. Sce also 1858. 

1887: President of tlie Political Economy Club of 
America. 

1887: Elected one of the eight members of the 
Council of tlie Astronomische Gesellschaft, an 
international astronomical socicty that meets 
once in two years. See also 1873. 

1887: The Russian Emperor orders his portrait to 
be painted and placed in the gallery of famous 
astronomers a t  the Imperial Observatory a t  
Pulkovo. See also 1889. 

1887, Jan. 4: Elected Member of the Anthropolop 
ical Socioty, Washington, D. C. 

1887, Apr. 13: LL.l>., Columbia University, New 
York, on the occasion of the celebration of the 
"one hundredth annivorsary of thc Revival and 
Confirmation by the Lcgislaturc of thc Statc of 
New Yorlr of the Royal Chartcr granted in 
1754." 

1887, Apr. 19: Elcctcd IIonorary Membcr of the 
Manchestcr Literary and Philosophical Socioty, 
&fanchestor, England. 

1888: Imperial Uiiivcrsity of Tokyo, Japan, offi-
cially prcscnts him with a pair of bronze vases 
of exyuisitc .~vorltmanship and design and great 
intrinsic value. 

1888, Nov. 3 : Elocted Correspondent of tho IIijnig- 
liche Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften, Ciittingen. 
See also 1907. 

1889: Presented with a rare vase of jasper on a 
pedestal of black marble, six and one half feet 
high, which, says Mr. Nyren's letter announcing 
the gift, "in recognition of these merits, His 
Majesty the Emperor has graciously sent as a 
present for you from the observatory a t  Pul-
kovo. " An attached silver label has the follow- 
ing inscription : ''A Monsieur le Prof esseur 
Simon Newcomb de la part de I'Observatoire 
Central Nicolas de Poulkovo 7/19 aofit, 1889." 
See also 1887. 

1889, Sept.-Nov.: Foreign Associate of the Com- 
mission of Organization of the Congrss Interna- 
tional de ChronomBtrie. ( In  connection with the 
World's IGxposition, 1889.) 

1890, June 4: Elected a Member of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, Phila- 
delphia. 

1890, Nov.: Awarded the Copley Medal by the 
Royal Society, London, for contributions to the 
progress of gravitational astronomy. Frank-
lin was the first recipient of this medal, in  1753. 
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Tile medal was arconipanied by a cheque for £50. 
See also 1877. 

1891, May 4: Elected Eonorary Member (number 
restricted to 60) of tlie New Yorlr Academy of 
Sciences. 

1891, May 4: One of the twenty-one eminent scien- 
tific men elected Eonorary Members of the 
Royal Institution of Great Britain, on the cele- 
bration of the Faraday Centenary. Diploma 
preserrted by the Prince of Wales on June 17. 

1891, Aug.: Elected Eionorary Member of the 
Committee of Organization for the Fifth Jnter- 
national Congress of Geologists, Washington. 

1891, Aug. 1: LI,.D., Edinburgh University, Scot-
land. This degree was first offerad in connection 
with the celebration (April 17, 1884) of the 
300th anliiversary of the founding of the uni- 
versity, and finally conferred in absenliu. 

1891, Wov. 3: Elected IIonorary Fellow (number 
limited to 15) of thc Astronomical and Physical 
Society of Toronto, uom the Boyal Astronomical 
Socioty of Canada. 

1891, Nov. 7: Elected a Memhcr of the New York 
Mathomatical Society. Tn 1894 this society be- 
camc the Arncrican &tathcmatical Society. l t  
was on Newcomb's suggestion (letter datod Jan. 
29, 1891) that the Bulletin of the New York 
iWathemnlica1 Socicty (started October, 1891) 
was devotcd to the intcrcsts of applied as well 
as of pure mathematics. See also 1896. 

1891, Ucc. 15: Electcd Associate (uumbcr limitcd 
to 50) of L'AcadCmie Royale des Sciences, des 
Lettres et des sciences morales et politiques et 
des Beaux Arts de Belgique, Brussels. 

1892, July 6: Sc.D., Dublin University, Ireland, a t  
the celebration of the tercentenary of its founda- 
tion. 

1892, Uec. 7 : Phil.Nat.D., University of Paciua, 
Italy, on the occasion of the celehratioli of the 
300th anniversary of the appointment of Galileo 
as a Professor. Degree eonferred in absentia. 

894, May 29 : Announced that "Aristides ' 
(== 8. Newcomb) was the winner of the first 
prize, $150, of two ''Citizenship Prizes ' ' orfered 
in 1893 by the Anthropological Society of Wash- 
ington for the best essay on a given topic and 
not over 3,000 words in length. The essay was 
entitled: "The Elements which make up the 
most useful citizens of the United States," and 
was published in the American Anthropologist 
for 1894. 

1895-1903 : Mathematical Editor of SCIENCE. 
1895: Appointed a judge of Instruments of Pre-

eision a t  the Atlanta Exposition. 
1895: Awarded the Astrol~omical Journal prize of 



SCIENCE 


$400 for the ((most thorough discussion of the 
theory of the rotation of the earth, with refer- 
ence to the recently discovered variation of 
latitude." 

1895, June 17: Elected one of the eight Foreign 
Associate Members of the Acad4mie des Sciences 
de llInstitut de France, to succeed Helmholtz, 
the celebrated physiologist. I t  is said that New- 
comb was the first native American since Frank- 
lin so honored. See also 1874. 

1895, Aug. 1: Elected Foreign Associate of the 
Astronomical Section of the Reale Accademia 
dei Lincei, Rome. (Number of astronomers lim- 
ited to 8.) See also 1906. 

1895, Nov. 21: Appointed a Delegate on the part 
of the United States to the Conference, held in 
London, July, 1896, under the auspices of the 
Royal Society, to discuss the question of pre-
paring, by international cooperation, an adequate 
catalogue of scientific literature. See also 1877. 

1896: Elected an Honorary Member of the Inpera- 
torskaja Akademija naiik (Imperial Academy 
of Sciences), Petrograd. (Number limited to 
50.) See also 1875. 

1896, Jan. 4: Elected an Officer of the Legion of 
Honour of France. The grade of Officer, which 
is next above that of Chevalier, is limited to 
4,000, mostly Frenchmen. Simon Newcomb was 
authorized by Congress to receive this decora-
tion (see Congressional Xecords, March 3,1897) ; 
for the Constitution of the United States pro- 
vides (Art. 1,Sec. 9, Par. 7) : "No title of no-
bility shall be granted by the United States; and 
no person holding any office of profit or trust 
under them shall, without the consent of Con-
gress, accept of any present, emolument, office or 
title, of any kind whatever, from any king, 
prince or foreign state." 

1896, May: Delegate to the Conference a t  Paris 
on the Astronomical Constants. 

1896, June 15-16: Invited guest a t  celebration in 
Glasgow of Lord Kelvin's Jubilee. 

1896, June 16: LL.D., Glasgow University, Glas-
gow. 

1896, June 18: Sc.D., Cambridge University, Eng- 
land. In  introducing Simon Newcomb, the 
public orator said that his distinction was 
owing to a great degree to his comparative re- 
searches in ancient lunar observations. 

1896, Oct. 22: LL.D., Princeton University, Prince- 
ton, a t  the celebration of the sesqui-centenary 
of its foundation. 

1896, Dec. 30: Elected President of the American 
Mathematical Society, New York, for two years. 

Delivered Presidential Address Dee. 29, 1897. 
See also 1891. 

1897: Awarded the Schubert Prize (900 roubles = 
$460.80) by the Im~eratorskaja Ajademija 
naiik, Petrograd. This was the third time that 
the prize had been awarded. The award is 
made biennially for notable achievement in theo- 
retical astronomy. The prize is the income 
from a foundation of 10,550 roubles in honor of 
I?. F. Schubert, a general in the infantry and a 
former member of the Academy. See also 1875. 

1897, Jan. 4: Elected a Member of the Columbia 
Historical Society of Washington, D. C. 

1897, Feb. 12 : Elected a Corresponding Member of 
the Imperatorskaja Russkoje GeografiEeskoje 
obZestvo (Imperial Russian Geographical So-
ciety), Petrograd. 

1897, Feb. 22: At the celebration of the 21st An- 
niversary of the founding of Johns Hopkins 
University, requested by the faculty and friends 
to sit for a portrait to be given to the Univer- 
sity. This painting was executed by R. G. 
Hardie and was reproduced in the American 
Journal of Hathematics for 1899. See also 1884. 

1897, Mar. 1: Elected a Foreign Associate of So. 
ciet2 Italiana delle Scienze (detta dei XL.) 
Rome. The society has 40 Italian and 12 For- 
eign Associate members in the Class of Physics- 
Mathematics. He was the only American in the 
class. See also 1902, 1906. 

1897, March 12: Placed on the retired list of the 
U. S. Navy by reason of age and therefore 
ceased to be Superintendent of the American 
Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac. See also 
1857. 

1897, June 30 : Elected Honorary Corresponding 
Member of the Royal Society for the Encour- 
agement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce 
(commonly called the Royal Society of Arts), 
London. 

1897, Nov. 27: The first recipient of the Bruce 
Gold Medal, from the Astronomical Society of 
the Pacific. I n  1897, Miss Bruce gave to this 
Society "a sum of money for the foundation of 
a gold medal, to be awarded annually as a recog- 
nition of services to astronomy, and to be given 
to the one judged most worthy, without restric 
tion as to race, nationality or sex. No person 
shall be twice a recipient." I n  1891, Miss 
Bruce gave Professor Piekering $6,000, to be 
distributed for the promotion of astronomical 
research. A portion of this amount was as.. 
signed to Professor Newcomb. 

1898: Cape Newcomb of 	 the Hoyt Islands, Hub-
bard Bay, West Greenland, is named after 
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Simon Newcomb. (See Nutionol Geographic 
Magazine, Volume 9, page 3.) 

1898-99: Appointed by tho Board of Overseers of 
IIarvard College, a member of the Committee to 
visit the Observatory. See dso  1858. 

1898, Feb. 27:' Elected Foreign Associate of tho 
Reale Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettre ed 
Arti, Venice. 

1898, Mar. 16: Elected llonorary Mornher of tho 
Colonial Socioty of Massachusetts. (One of nine 
IIonorary Members.) 

1898, Apr. 23: Eloctod lionorary JlO~nber of the 
mathematics-natural science section of tho 
Koninklijke Acadertlie van Wetenschappen, Am- 
stordam. (Number lirnitcti to 20.) 

1899, April: Appointed by Johns lropkins Univer- 
sity, Haltimort~, as J)elcgate to tho Jubilee celo- 
bration of Sir Georgo G. Stokos a t  Cambridge, 
England, June 1-2. So0 also 1884. 

1899, June 8: U.C.L., Oxford Univcrsity, Biigland. 
1899, June 22 : Elected Associate Corresponding 

Momber of the Reale Istituto Lombardo di 
Scienao e Lottero, Milan. 

1899, July 3 :  Electcd Foreign Correspondeilt of 
the Bureau dos Longitudes, Paris. Number lim- 
ited to 10. 

1899, Sept. 8: Elected the first President of tho 
Astronomical and Astrophysical Society of 
Amorica. The Socioty was organized a t  the third 
conference of Astronorrrors and Astrophysicists 
held a t  the Yerlres Obsorvatory in accordance 
with arrangements made by a committoe (of 
which S. Newcomb was chairman) appointed a t  
tho second conferonce held a t  lTarvard Observa- 
tory in August, 1898. S. Newcomb was presi-
dent of the society for six corisecutive yoars. 

1899, Oct. 9-10: Delogate from National Academy 
of Scionces to a coilforonce a t  Wiesbadon (called 
by the Kiinigliche I'reussischen Akadomie der 
Wissenschaften, Rcrlin) for the purpose of or-
ganizing an international association of learned 
socioties. See also 1883. 

1900, June 11: LL.l)., University of Cracow, Aus- 
tria, on the celel~ration of the 500th anniversary 
of its foundation. Dcgree conferred ill nbscnliu. 

1900, Nov. 7: "With gratoful recognition of the 
valuablo counsel you have given to this uiiiver- 
sity since its organization, the academic council 
has unanimously recommendod to tlie Trustees 
that you bo appointed ICmeritus Professor of 
Mathematics [at Johns IIopkins University] and 
the Board of Trustoes with like unanimity ap-
proved this recornmondation. " See also 1884. 

1901, Fob. 22: One of the two to roceive the first 
award of the Sylvostor PriPe of Johns Ilopkins 

University. The prize was a handsome bronze 
medallion of the late Professor Sylvoster, 
framed in oak. It was inscribed: "To Simon 
Newcomb, U. S. N., LL.D., Professor of Mathe- 
matics and Astronomy in the Johns Hopkins 
University, 1884-1900. I n  recognition of his 
distinction and his service." I n  the course of 
the ceremonios, President Gilmaii announced the 
award as follows: '"l'he first impression of this 
tablet is presonted to Lord Kelvin, who lectured 
here on 'Tho Nature of Light,' in 1884. . . . The 
second copy of the tablet is now offered to Pro- 
fee5or Simon Newcomb, a distinguished astron-
omer, who has boon a friond of the Univn.sity 
from itr  inception, and who guidod the affairs of 
tho Mathematical Department for many years. " 
See also 1884. 

1901, Oct.: Elected IIorrorary Member of tho 
Heidelberg Literary Society, Ireidelberg Uni-
versity, Tiffin, Ohio. 

1901, Oct. 8/21: Elected Ironorary Member of the 
Russkoje AstronomiFesko,jo obGEostvo, Potrograd. 

1901, Nov. 6: Eloctod nonorary Membor of the 
Royal Socioty of Now South Wales, Sydney, 
Australia. 

1902, Fob. 21 :LL.D., Johns Hopkins University, a t  
the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of tho founding. "In recognition of hls pre-
ominont attainments and imgortant discoverios 
in science. ' Soe also 1884. 

1902, Feb. 26: Guest at  a banquet, given by emi- 
nent citizens of New York, in honor of H. R. N. 
Prince Henry of Prussia. 110was one of tho 94 
participants choson as "Captains of Industry " 
in tho United States. 

1902, Apr. 14: Eloctod Ilonorary Member of the 
Xociodad Astronomica do Moxico. 

1902, June 1: Presented to Ring Vittorio Emaiiuele 
111. of Italy just after a meeting of the Reale 
Accadernia dei Lincoi. Soe also 1897. 

1902, Sept. 6: Math.D., University of Christiania, 
Norway, in connection with the celebration of 
the Centenary of tho birth of Niels IIenrik Abel. 
Professor Newcomb went as delegate from the 
National Acadomy of Scioncey. During the celo- 
bration he was presonted to King Oscar of 
Sweden and Norrvay. See also 1869. 

1903: Appointod hy the Trustees, one of five mem- 
bors of the Advisory Committee in Astronomy of 
the Carnegie Institution of Washington. In 
1903, Professor Newcomb received a grant of 
$3,000, and in 1904 a grant of $2,500, in 1905, 
$7,500, in 1906, $5,000, in 1907, $5,000 and in 
1908, $5,000, from this Tnstitution for expensos 
in connection with his invostigations. 
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1903: Elected Foreign Socrotary of the National 
Academy of Sciences. Held the office till his 
death. See also 1869. 

1903: Appointed delegate to represent the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences a t  the meeting of 
the International Association of Academies, 
which occurred in London, June 4, 1903. See 
also 1869. 

1903, Feb. 26: Requested to send a letter to bo 
read a t  the celebration of the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the death of F r a  Angelo Secchi, S.J., 
a t  Rome, Italy. 

1903, Apr.: By the American Philosophical Society 
appointed a Member (one of 26) of a Committee 
to organize the Bicentenary Celebration of 
Franklin's birth. See also 1878. 

1903-04: President of the International Congress of 
Arts and Sciences, Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
which met a t  St. Louis, September 19-25, 1904. 
He received a diploma '(for distinguished serv- 
ices in promoting3' the Congress. As President 
of the Congress he was delegated to visit France 
and England to invite scientists of these coun-
tries to participate in the Congress. On March 
29 he gave a dinner at  Paris, for a number of 
French scientists. He was presented to Presi-
dent Loubet of France about this time. See 
also 1906. 

1903, June: Presented to King Edward VII. of 
England. 

1904: One of the Vice-presidents of the Mathe- 
matics and Physics Section of the British Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, See 
also 1884. 

1904, May 20: Elected Corresponding Member of 
the Kaiserliche Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
Vienna. (Limited to 80 members. ) 

1904, June: LL.D., University of Toronto. The 
Senate of the University voted on June 6, 1900, 
to confer the degree, but it was not till 1904 that 
Professor Newcomb could attend a convocation 
to receive it. 

1905, March 5: Elected Corresponding Member of 
the Reale Accademia della Scienze, Turin. 

1905, March 11: Invited by Senator Baron d 'Es- 
tournelles de Constant, Paris, to be one of the 
'(Membres d'Honneur" of the ComitQ de 
DBfense des IntBr6ts Nationaux et de Concilia- -.tion Internationale" of which the Baron was 
Prbident Fondateur. 

1905, Apr. 28: Elected Corresponding Member of 
L 'Institut National G6nevois, Geneva. 

1905, Nov. 8: By the German Emperor made 
Knight of the Prussian Order "Pour le M6rite 
fiir Wissenschaften und Kiinste." The Order 

of Morit is composed of two dassos, military 
and civil. The first class was founded by Fred- 
erick the Great in 1740. The second class 
founded by Frederick William IV., in 1842, for 
distinction in Science and Art has always been 
very highly prized. I t  is the only decoration 
which Thomas Carlyle would ever accept. 
Knighthood in this order is limited to 30 Ger- 
mans and a not larger number of foreigners. At 
the time of Simon Newcomb's election there 
were about 20 foreign Enights. The bill grant- 
ing permission to Newcomb to accept this deco- 
ration became law on April 6, 1906.2 Compare 
1896. 

1906-07: President of the Cosmos Club, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

1906, Apr. 17-20: Delegate a t  the Bicentenary 
Celebration of Benjamin Franklin's Birth, a t  
Philadelphia, from : (1) Reale Accademia di 
Scienze, Lettere ed Arti, Padua; (2) liealo 
Accademia dei Lincei, Rome ; (3) L 'Acad6mie 
des Sciences de 1'Institut de France, Paris; (4) 
Bocieta Italiana delle Scienze, Rome. Recipient 
of one of the Franklin Bronze Medals struck in 
accordance with an Act of Congress approved 
April 27, 1904. See also 1874, 1878, 1895, 1897, 
1903, below. 

1906, June 27: Elected a Member of the Board of 
Overseers of Harvard University, for 6 years. 
Simon Newcomb was the first graduate of the 
Lawrence Scientific School, not already a gradu- 
ate of the College, who was elected to this body. 
See also 1858. 

1906, June 30: Elected Honorary Member of the 
Reale Accademia di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti, 
Padua. See also above. 

1906, June 30 : Commissioned Rear-Admiral when 
Congress authorized the President to make pro- 
motions of officers who had served in the Civil 
War and who had been discriminated against by 
previous laws. See also 1877. 

1906, Sept. 25: At the quatercentenary celebration 
of the founding of the University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland, on this date various honorary degrees 
were conferred. Professor Newcomb was in-
vited to be present to receive the degree of LL.D., 
but he was unable to accept the invitation. 

1906, Dec. 8: Bronze plaque sent from Berlin and 
addressed to "Dr. Simon Newcomb, St. Louis" 
by Th. Lewald, '(Der Reichskommissar fiir die 
Weltausstellung in St. Louis, 1904, ' ' who wrpte : 
' I n  commemoration of Germany's participation 

2 On the death of a Knight it  is required that 
the decoration be returned to the German govern- 
ment. 
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in the International Exposition a t  St. Louis, 
1904, I have had a plaque prepared which forms 
a lasting memento of the cordial and pleasant 
relations which prevailed there. I take the lib- 
erty of forwarding for your acceptance a speci- 
nien with your name engraved on it." The 
plaque is inscribed on one side "Simon New-
comb, Arta Artis Vincula" and in sn~all letters 
llPeter Breuer," and on the other side: "Zur 
Erinnerung an Deutschlands Beteiliguug an der 
Weltausstellung in St. Louis, MCMIV. " See 
also 1903-04. 

1907, Jan. 5: Made Commandeur de I'Ordre Na-
tional de la LPgion d'Honneur, France. A bill 
granting permission to accept this decoration 
mas deemed unnecessary in view of the permis- 
sion already given to accept the rank of OfEcer 
of the L6gion d'lIonneur. 

1907, Fob. 8: Elected one of the 12 Honorary 
Fellows of the Physical Society, London. 

1907, March 22: Elected a Foreign Member of the 
mathernatics-natural science class of the Viden- 
skabs Selskabet (Society of Sciences), Chris-
tiania. (Number limited to 100.) 

1907, June 3 :  Elected Eonorary Member of tho 
Soci8t6 Scieritifique "Antonio Alzate, Moxico. 

1907, July: Lecturer a t  the Summer School of the 
University of California. 

1907, July 20: Elected Foreign Member of the 
Kiinigliche Gesellschaft dor Wissenschaften, 
Giittingen. Election royally confirmed Oct. 4. 
See also 1888. 

1908, April 6-11: One of the 11 Vice-presidents 
and one of the 9 principal speakers of the 
Fourth International Congress of Mathemati-
cians held a t  Jiome, Italy. He was the only 
A~nerican on the International Conl~uittee(61 
members) for organization of the Congress. He 
was also a Delegate from the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution and the American Philosophical Society. 
See also 1879. 

1908, Aug.: Delegate from the National Geo-
graphic Society a t  Washington to the Illtertia- 
tional Congress of Geography a t  Geneva, Switzer- 
land. 

1908, hug. 17: Received in audience by Emperor 
Willianl 11. at  Wilhel~nshiihe, Germany, and 
lunched with his Majesty and the Empress. 

1908, Nov. 13: Appointed one of the Committee of 
19 on the ' 'Charles William Eliot Fund. ' ' 

1908, Dee. 19: Klected President of the Philo-
sophical Society of Washington. See also 1871. 

1909, Jan. 1: Elected Vice-president of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, Pa. See 
also 1878. 

1910, July: At this time the two bronze cioors for 
the West Entrance of the U. X. Capitol, de-
signed and modeled by Professor Louis Amateis, 
of Washington, were cast in New York. I n  tho 
Science panel of one of the doors is a ~nedal l io~~ 
of Newcomb. At present the doors are in the 
north vestibule of the National Museum, new 
building. 

Died at  Washington, D. C., July 11, 1909 

THE BIOLOGY OF THE MALAYAN 

ISLANDS1 


TIIEREare not many biologists wllo have 
not read with absorbing interest, the account 
by Wallace of Bis expericnces in  the Malayan 
countries, and his conclusions therefrom. 
Likewise, there a re  bu t  few biologists unfam- 
iliar with the  story of Beccari's experiences 
i n  Borneo, or with the account of d7Albertis's 
expedition to  the F ly  It'Liver. Probably n o  
similar area of land surface has ever yielded, 
on superficial examination, such a wealth of 
mlique living organisms and striking biolog- 
ical problems. W e  have reason to know tha t  
all  of the  early work i n  these regions has becn 
in the  nature of pioneer rcconnaisance-the 
breaking of trails-and that  the Geld as  a 
whole is to-day as near a virgin field as  any 
remaining on earth. 

It is doublful if the geography of ally other 
similarly extensive rc.gion of ear th is so un-
familiar to Americans as  tha t  of the  Malay 
Peninsula Region, and the  Malay Archipelago. 
When we speali of the  Sunda Group, tho 
Moluccas, or even the  large a i ~ d  important 
Islands of Celebes, Gilolo, Ceram, or Bouru, 
Americaus cornmonly have but  dim idea of 
their location. B u d  how many Amcrica~ls  know 
the  difference between Macassnr and Nalacca, 
o r  Su lu  and Sula?  Vet tliis wkiolu region, 
including tlic Philippines, extends from 2 
degrees north to  10 degrees south, fo r  a dis-
tance of some 2,300 miles, and more than 
2,000 miles from east to west. I t s  northern- 
most lirnit falls i n  the  lntitxidr of Mexico City, 
Sarltiago de Cuba and Bombay. Tts southern- 
most l imit  falls ill the latitude of Central 

1 Letter addressed to Dr. David Starr Jordan. 


