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jamin Franklin, who suggested that  he  write 
a history of electricity and  t o  whom he dedi- 
cated his "Description of a Chart of History," 
and because the later years of his life were 
spent i n  Pennsylvania. 

CHARLESK. WEAD 

T H E  ZIA MESA AXD RUINS 

INMr. Edgar  L. Hewett's "Antiquities of 
the Jemez Plateau, New Mexico," page 45, 
the description of village No. 41 reads: 

On a partially isolated bit of mesa about three 
miles west of Jernez is a considerable ruin, which 
does not bear evidence, liou~ever, of long occu-
pancy. The sun~mit of the mesa is rvitliout trees 
and almost without soil, and water must have 
been obtained froni below. The malls of the ruin 
are well defined, and stand in place five or sis 
feet in height; but they are fornied of rougl~, 
loosely laid stones, and are extremely thin and 
unstable. They could not have been high at  any 
time, as there is a marlced absence of debris, and 
the dearth of pottery and kitchen refuse would 
seem to starnp the place as a temporary or emer- 
gency abode. The site is favorable for defense, 
and there are traces of defensive walls along the 
margin and the summit. The buildi~igs are ir-
regular in plan and comprise three groups, the 
full length of the groups being about 450 feet and 
width 350. . . . There appears to be no definite 
historic reference to this site.' 

I wish to call attention to the last sentence 
quoted : 

The archives a t  Santa F&state that when Diego 
de Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de Leon, governor 
of El Paso and the Northern Province, ~nade liis 
first entrada northward in 1G92 he found that the 
Zias and Santa Annas together had built a new 
village on Mesa Colorado (Red Mesa) and the 
Jemez, Santo Domingo and a few Apaches were 
fortified on the other mesa a t  the forks of tlie 
river. The Zias readily submitted but the Jemez 
were hostile. Their place submitted finally, Oc- 
tober 2G, 1692." 

Also when bringing the llostile pueblos under 

'Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American 
Ethnolo,q, Bulletin 32, pp. 45-G. Also see 
"Notes on tlie Jemez Valley, New Mexico," by 
W. H. Holmes, Americnm Amthropologist, Vol. I., 
No. 2, April-June, 1005. 

=Also see Bancroft's "History," the volurne on 
New Mexico and Arizona. 

sul>jugation, Gmernor Vargas with 120 men 
joined the (Jueres under Chief Ojeda in an attack 
on thc Jenlez on July 21, 1694. While en route 
the Zia A4esa (Mesa Colorado) was captured, five 
men being killed. Then on July 24 dheg took the 
,Jelliez mesa-puello, called Mesa Don Dirgo. The 
fight here was one of the fierc~,t folight, the 
Queres did much in securing the plare. Here Don 
Euscl~io de Vargas, brother of the governor, dis- 
tinguished himself. Tl~e Jcmez lost 81 killed, 371 
pri,iouers, the village xas  saclced and burned, 300 
fnlrcgrrs of corn were captured. The Jernez gov- 
ernor, Chief Diego, was surrendered, first con-
demned to be shot, but filially sent as a slave to 
the mines of Nueva Vizcaya; the Indians sur-
rendered him, i t  is stated, saying that lie had been 
the cause of the trouble. Tlie prisoners, in part, 
mere :~llo~vedto go bacli to Jeniez and build on 
tkie old site in tlle valley, if thry woiild promise 
to aid in the mars when needed. Their wives and 
children were kept as hoitages till after t l ~ c  cap- 
turo of San Jldefonso, whicll was t l ~ r n  still holtl- 
ing out against the Spanish a ~ t i l o r i t y . ~  

The  village on Mesa Colorado referred to  i n  
the archives is undoubtedly the ru in  No. 41, 
mentioned by Mr. IIewett and also by Mr. 
Holmes. The writer has often visited the 
mesa and village i n  question. T h e  roclrs of 
the  mesa are almost blood red i n  color, so red 
that  even the walls of the writer's office i n  the  
Jemez village three miles distant were caused 
to llave a reddisl~ glow froin the reflected sun- 
light i n  the  early morning hours. There is 
no other niesa i n  the vicinity on which a vil-
lage-ruin is situated, except the one at the 
forks of the river on which t$e old Jemez vil- 
lage was located. Furtlierniore, the Jemez 
people call the Red Mesa the  Zia Mesa to-day; 
and the  Zias thenlselves say t h a t  their people 
once lived on it. The  ru in  on it ,  I reassert, 
is  ilndoubtedly the Zia pueblo on Nesa Colo- 
rado mentioned i n  the Spanish records. 

ATote.-In all the arcEieologica1 notes on the 
Je~nez region there seems to be no mention 
of the  remains of a n  ancient reservoir back of 
the white buttes a t  the mouth of a canyada 
that  comes clown fro111 tlle footliills and enters 
the  valley-flat adjacent to the Zia Mesa. T h i s  
reservoir doubtleqs suppliecl the village with 
water fo r  drinking purposcs a t  times. 

'"Archives, New 8fesico," 158-162. 
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Also no reference seems to he made of the 
ancicnt irrigating ditch tha t  now skirts the 
ihh~ffs east of tlie Jcrnez IZiver, some tmenty- 
five feet above the present ditch. Also no 
mcntiori has  ever heen made of the petroglyphs 
on  " red rock" i n  the valley allout a mile 
north of tlre present village of Jemez. IIerc 
are drawings of deer, lightnings, snakes, the  
sun ancl moon, Montezunla and the footprints 
of '(the  great road-runner." 

&flip O F  I[kSSBCITUSETTS \V 4K1'CD 

1'0 TIlC EDITO~E Tile U. S. Gco-OF SC~ENCI": 
logical Survey puljli\hed ill 1480 a four  sheet 
map of Ilassachusetts alld RElode lilalldj 
scale %r,oooo contour loofeet, on'1-
ing  a sllect 48 X 30 inclies, and engraved by 
Jul ius  Bien. Ally person possessillg a copy of 
this map and wil l i~lg to  loall the Same for  a 
short time woulcl confer a great favor by corn-
nnlnicating with tlie subscriber. 

E. EbII:RSON 

A MIIERST Cora,~:c.e 

TIIE BlXIiLLf Y ASTRONOhI[CAL DEP \ I I ' I ' ~ f l ~ U T  

To .rrrl<: EEI)I ,~OR014, SCII:NCE:It llas recently 
come to the attention of 1,he Berkelcy astro- 
nomical department of the Universit~r of Cali- 
fornia that  Dr.  See's reference l o  it (p. 479 
of tlle i4s11e of &CIEKCE of Oct. 8, 1909) has 
created a n  crroiieous impression concerning 
the  connection of the department mitli his re- 
cent theories of cosmogony. This note is  t o  
point out th:rt tlie Rerliclcy astro~iomical de- 
partrrlent has, i n  no may, either spy ovcd or 
disappro~~edtlrenl. I t s  attitude lras been en-
tirely i-rcntral, as is evidenced by several news- 
paper interricws, in whieh it has alw'lgs been 
definitely stated that the wor~ldd e p a r t n ~ c ~ ~ t ,  
be in 110 position either to  affirm or to  relute 
any of Dr.  See's tllcorics unt i l  the con~pleteil 
work beconlr~ availnhle. This  completed morlr 
ha? not get appeartld. 

It is to he aclrlctl that  from J m ~ e ,1008 rrntil 
Auguit, 1000, Professor Lcuschner, director 

of the students' observatory of tliis depart-
ment, was abroad on leavc and that  the writer, 
as acting director, is  entirely responsible for  
all matters emanating from here during that  
interval. 

B. 1'. CRAWFOI~D 
~ ~ X I < ~ T ~ : Y.\RTRONO~~IC~\T, UI:PAUI'XII~.UT, 


TJx~vcnsrlY or- Car,iroxnrn, 

Novcnrbar A, 1000 


SCIEArTlli'lC? B001iAS 

Ir'o7,ndatio7zs o/ American G m p e  Cullzcre. By 
T. V. ~ ~ ~ I J K S O N ,  T)errison, Texas, 1'.b).Sc. 
V. Alunson & Son. 1009. 

The  ~olossal  worlc of J)r. I-Iedrick and as-


sociates of tlie Geneva (N. Y.) Agricultural 
FixL3eriment s tat ion reviewed in 

ScrilNcl;)' ham, beerl of ine3tilnable serrice in 
furIlislliIlg a reatly means of idelltifieation of  
grape varieties nnrler cultivation, hy means of 
suDerb colored i]luqtratjons and detailed de-
sc;iptivc matter. ~ h volumet~ is nlaillly 
voteCl to results of tests and observations a t  
the station a very wide range cnltivated 
varieties, ancl does not ass~lme t o  discuss bo- 
tanical relations or the snhjcct of interbrced-
ing, except as standards of refrrence. 

Those who have for  many years watched the 
dctermined, paiirstalring la l~ors  of Dr.  Mun-
eon, i n  Texas, have anticipated pleasure and 
profit f rom the  monument he ma? expected to  
erect i n  the form of a book rrrording the out- 
come of his patierlt work and great sacrifices 
to  conrpass the procl~~ction of :~tlvance~rltypes 
of grapes i n  the arduour process of brcedi~ig 
for  quality. 

"Fotlnitations of American Grape Culture " 
conies as veritable boon to many who owe its 
author rnucll for  previous aid and cnconrnge- 
ment i n  the tedious and unren~unerat ive 
practise of gmpe br~eding .  It is SO filled wit11 
meat, so well and compactly arranqerl arid 
thoronghly indrxccl, so copiolisly illustrated 
with most excellent reproiluctions from IiFe, 
and so t h o r o ~ ~ g h l ydigested, that  it is irn-
possible to  characterize its contents in a sen-
tence. The  volulne is remarkable i n  breadth 
of scope, completeness of treatment and 
wealth of detail, yet i n  cleanless, conciselless 

"Thc Grapes of Ncw Worl;." 
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