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TILEAmerican Philosophic:il Society will 

celebrate, a t  Philadelphia, froni April 17 to 20, 
the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Benjamin E'r:tnlclin. The prograni is as fol-
lows : 

'I'tresday, A p ~ i l  17.-8 P.nr.: Meeting for rrcep 

l\'edicesday, April 18.-10 A,;\[. and 2 P.M.: (:en-
era1 n~eeting for pres~ntation of papers on sub-
jects of science. 8 r.nr.: Add~-rsses-' Franklin's 
Researches in Electricity,' by Edward L. Nicliols, 
PI1.D. ; 'Modern 'I'lieories of IClectricity ;rnd their 
rclation to thr Yr;rnlilinian 'I'l~cory,' by JCrnt~st 
12otlierfor(i, D.Sc., IP.1t.S. 

'I'h~l-stla?/,A p ~ i l I!).--1 1 a.nr.  : (lonferring of 
l~onor;~l.ydegrees hy the Unil-crsity of Pennsyl-
vaniix. :3 P.M.: (:eremonies a t  tlic grace of 1Tranl;-
lin. 9 P.M. : General reception. 

P'riday, A p r i l  20.-11 A.M.: hddresscs on 
I~ranlcliu as-' (:itizen and I'liilanthropi~t,' hy 
Iror;rce Ifoward I'tirncss, I,itt.ll.; 'Printer and 
P l~ilosophcr,' by C l ~ a r l ~ sWilliam ICliot, 1~ld.D.; 
' Statelnan and Diplomatist,' I,y Jose1111 IIodges 
Clloate, 1,1,.D., 1l.C.L. 5 I>.A+.:  Banquet. 

RCIENTIP'IC NOl%S AN11 NEWK.  

DR. EWAI~D professor of physiology HERING, 
a t  Leipzig, has been made a correspondiilg 
member of the Acnderny of Scieiices a t  St .  
Pctersburg. 

1,s is propoied to invite &Ir. ,John Sargciit 

to paint n portrait  of Presiclcnt B.e J a ~ ~ ~ c s  

Angell, to be placed i n  tlic Michigan Union 
Club f lo~ise ,  shortly to be erecfed. 'I'lic por-

t ra i t  will Inc. a gif t  froiri the faianlty, aluulni 

anti sf dents of the nniversily. 

Sr l t  ~ ' I I J L I I '  MAUNUS,superintendcilt of the 
Ilcpartinent of Technology of the City and 
Guilds of T,ondon Institute, has been elected 
n~ember  of parliament from London Univer-
sity, defeating by a srnall majority S i r  Miellael 
Foster, professor of physiology a t  (lainbridge 
from 1883 to 1903. 

BARONGITHRXIChas been elected president of 
the Paris  Geographical Society., 

DR. W. Scwsm~sl t ,  professor of mathernat-
ics a t  Leipzig, celebrated, 011 January  8, his 
eightieth birthday. 

T l l e n ~was a n  error inade in  a recacL1ttaulii-
ber of SCTENUI:in regard to the pre~ictcncy of 

the Crcologicnl Society of Ikincrien. 'I'lie offi~ 
cers of thc socoiety for the ensuing year arc 
as follows : 

1're.sideitt-1sr;lcl C. Russell, Ann Arbor, hlicl~. 
I'icc-l'rcsidcn,ls-W. 11.U;tris, H:trr;trtl Univer- 

sity ; 11:. A. S~r~itli ,liniversity, Altr. 
~S'cc~~clu~~y-ll. Pairchild, I-nirclrsity ofTA. 

Ilocllcstcxr. 
'I'rea,sur.cr-I. (:. White, Morjianlown, \V. Va. 
Is'di101'--,r. Stanley-Jl~,own, New Yorl; City. 
I1%br.u,~~icr~z-H.1'. ('nshing, \Vestern llt~st~r\-r~ lini-

vt~~,sity. 
flo~i,noilors-ti. 8.1. C'ar~i~clii~nAII I~ ,  G(~ologica1 

S ~ l r ~ e y ;J. A l .  <'larIw, :IIb:xny, N. J'.; .I. 13'. ICen~p, 
(:oltirr~bia I!nireraity; A. C. TJane, IAtrnsing,.Alich.; 
( i .  P. Mcrrill, U. S. Natiorral 3lnseriu1: 1)avitl 
\Yhite, \\'ashington, I). C. 

LI~AVEof absence for next year Iias bee11 
granted to l'rofessor F. P. Wliit~n:tn, of ilic 
department of physics of W e s t r r ~ ~Rc~>cbrvc. 
l'niversity. 

I\ LETTNILhas been received a t  Stanfortl I 111-

versily f r o n ~  Dr.  I). 11. (Jampbell, writtell ,ju\t 
;I\ hc mni  1c:lvnlg tiangoon, l3urninl1, for 3L:ril- 
dnlay. 1Ic was to sad  shortly from tlrcre for 
the Royal (:nrdelis I'c~.;~clci~ga,B o t a ~ ~ i c ~ ~ l  a t  
(Icylon. 

5ity of (Ihicago, who set out for (>e~i t ra l  

Africa last September to study the T'ygnlics, 
has entered tllc jungles as  appear, fro111 a 
letter mailed on TJeccn~lner 17, at  Leopoldvillc, 
whic.h is 1,200 miles inland from tlic. cayt coast. 

311~.WAI,TERWICT,J,~IANhas sigiled a contract 
with M. Godard, of Paris,  for  the coristructioii 
of a n  aiizl~ip, i n  which he will try to rracoh 

the north pole. It will weigh 750 p o u ~ d s  n ~ l d  
have three inotors, respectively of 60, 25 anil 
5 Iiorhepower. 

'l'l~sDuke of Abruzzi (Prince Ainadco of 
Savoy-Aosta), a cousin of King  Victor Kin-
rnanuel, has ahnost completed arrangenicnts 
for  a voyage of cxploratioil illto the heart of 
Africa. The duke, who will s t a r t  early in  the 
spring, has been assured that  the nr i t i r l l  ailti 
French government officials, in  Africa will as- 
sist him in t3very possible manner. 

http:I,itt.ll.;
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TIIE U. S. gove"rnmr1ent has conlmissioned 
President David Starr Jordan, of Stanford 
University, and Professor Charles EI. Gilbert, 
head of the department of zoology, to conduct 
an investigation of the fish and fisheries of 
Japan and the Island of Sakhalin during the 
coming summer. Professors J. 0. Snyder and 
Harold Heath, of Stanford University, and 
Professor EI. EI. Torrey, of the University of 
California, will also accompany the expedi-
tion. 

PROFESSOR left the Subtropical P. f7. ROLFS 
Laboratory a t  Miami, Fla., on January 31, 
being succeeded as pathologist in charge by 
Dr. Ernst A. Bessey. Professor Rolfs began 
on Febraary 1his duties as director and horti- 
culturist of the Florida Experinlent Station at 
Lake City. 

DR. 11. E. PATTEN, instructor in physical 
chemistry in the University of Wisconsin, has 
accepted a position in the Bureau of Soils, 
Washington. 

DR. FRITZZERBANhas returned from the 
University of Berlin to take up the Carnegie 
research assistantship to Professor Baskerville, 
in the place of Dr. Leo. F. Guttnlann, who has 
been appointed tutor in physical chenlistry a t  
the College of the City of New York. 

PROFESSORKOCII is said to have decided to 
apply the Nobel prize recently awarded to hinl 
to the publication of a conlplete edition of his 
scientific writings. 

T r r ~seventh lecture in the Harvey Society 
course will be delivered by Professor Frederic 
S. Lee, of Columbia University, a t  the New 
York Academy of Medicine, on February 3, 
a t  8 :30 P.M., his subject being ' Fatigue.' 

Professor W. B. SCOTT, of Princeton Uni- 
versity, was announced to lecture, on February 
7, before the Geographical Society of Phila- 
delphia, on 'The  Geolo,~ of South Africa, 
Notcs of a Journey fronl Cape l'own to the 
Falls of the Zambesi.' 

DR. FREDERICKV. COVILLE,curator of the 
Kational Herbarium and botanist of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D. C., gave, before the Philadelphia College of 

Pharmacy, on February 2, a lecture on ' T h e  
Uses of Plants by the American Indians,' 
which was illustrated with a number of lantern 
slides. 

CHARLES A. SCOTT,of the United States 
Forest Service, nlanager of the Dismal River 
Forest Reserve, h a  just completed a course of 
lectures on practical problenls in forestry be- 
fore the students in the forestry courses of t h e  
University of Nebrmka. 

TEE death is announced of Dr. Karl von 
Fritsch, professor of geology and paleontology 
in the University of EIa11e. 

ITis proposed to place a bust of the late Dr. 
'E. Ziegler in the pathological laboratory of the 
University of Freiburg. 

The Journal o f  The American Medical Asso- 
ciaiion states that  a large oil painting of John 
Morgan, fountler of the medical school of the  
CTniversity of Pennsylvania, has just been 
added to the collection of portraits owned by 
the university and will occupy a position on 
the walls of ITouston Hall. The portrait is 
the gift of the Hon. David T. Watson, Pitts- 
burg, who is a descendant of John Morgan. 
The tablet fastened to the frame is inscribed 
as follows: "Dr. John Morgan, born 1735, 
dicd 1789. Copy of original by Angelica 
Kauffinan, in Rome, 1763-64." Dr. Morgan 
was born in Philadelphia in 1735, and was 
graduated in 1757 with the first class of the 
College of Philadelphia, which later became 
the University of Pennsylvania. EIe subse-
quently studied medicine in  Philadelphia, 
latbr in Edinburgh, Paris and Padua, obtain- 
ing his professional degree from Edinburgh in 
1763. I Ie  became the first teacher of medi- 
cine in the College of Philadelphia, and with 
William Shippen organized the ~riedical school 
of the University of Pennsylvania. H e  was 
one of the carly members of the American 
Philosophical Society, and also the first gcn- 
era1 director of the medical service of the' 
continental army. 

A MEETING of the committee of the Inter- 
national Association of Academies will be held 
a t  Vienna on May 30, 1906. 
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THE department of zoology of the Univer- 
sity of California announces a series of twelve 
illustrated lectures by members of the depart- 
ment on the problems of marine biology, to 
which the public is cordially invited. The lec- 
-t.ures will be based in part upon the work of 
the Marine Biological Station a t  San Diego. 

THE Philippine wood collection of the 
America.n Museum of Natural History has 
been removed to the corridor on the ground 
floor leading from the north wing to the engine 
room, where it will be installed in a manner 
to  show to the best advantage the beautiful 
grains and colors of the specimens. This col- 
lection is the most complete that ever has been 
made, and i t  represents all the woods of the 
Philippines which are valuable for manufac- 
turing purposes. , 

,WE learn from the B r i f i s h  iMedical Journa l  
that  an exposition of inventions, appliances, 
and other objects connected with hygiene, per- 
sonal and public, will take place under the 
patronage of the Archduke Leopold Salvator 
in Vienna in Narch and April, 1906. Among 
the members of the honorary committee are 
Professor von Esmarch, of Kiel ;Professors von 
Leyden and Rubner of Berlin; Professors Frei- 
herr von Eiselberg, Schauta, von Stoffella, 
Benedikt and von QTagner, of Vienna; Dr. 
Neumayer, deputy burgomaster, Staff-Surgeon- 
General Professor Kratschmer and Professor 
Schattenfroh, president of the Vienna Insti- 
tute of Hygiene. 

THE annual general meeting of the Entomo- 
logical Society of London was held on January 
17, at  the rooms of the society, 11 Chandos-
street, Cavendish-square. The report showed 
that, for the first time in the society's history, 
the number of ordinary fellows had reached 
500. The officers and council were elected for 
the session 1906-7 as follows: Pres ident ,  Mr. 
P. Merrifield; hon. treasurer,  Mr. A. H.  Jones ; 
Lon. secretaries, Mr. H. Rowland-Brown and 
Commander J. J. Walker, R.N.; librarian, Mr. 
43. C. Champion, F.Z.S.; other members  of t he  
c o ~ ~ n c i l ,Nr. G. J. Arrow, Xr.  A. J. Chitty, 
Mr. J. E. Colin, Dr. F. A. Dixey, Mr. H. Goss, 
Mr. W. J. Kaye, Mr. H. J. Lucas, Professor 
F. B. Poulton, F.R.S., Mr. L. B. Prout, Mr. E. 

Sa~~nders ,F.R.S., Mr. R. S. Standen and Mr. 
C. 0. Waterhouse. 

WE learn from the iScott ish Geographical 
Nagaz ine  that Mr. Henryk Arctowski, late of 
the Belgian Antarctic Expedition, is engaged 
in developing a scheme for the international 
exploration of the South Pole. H e  proposes 
to begin the systematic exploration of the 
Antarctic regions by a preliminary circum-
polar expedition, which is to be organized in 
Belgium, and is to leave Antwerp next autumn 
with the object of exploring the most unknown 
portions of the Antarctic in the hope of find- 
ing new lands and suitable places for the 
establishment of winter stations. These would 
be utilized by future expeditions, the inten- 
tion being to establish a series of scientific 
stations in South Polar regions. Mr. Arc- 
towski proposes to utilize an automobile of 
special construction to penetrate the interior 
of the Antarctic continent. I f  the experiment 
proves a success, it might be possible to set 
up a station far within the continent, whose 
scientific data would add greatly to the value 
of the observations made at  the other stations 
which it is proposed to establish. 

IT is stated in N a t u r e  that at  Christiania, 
on December 29, 1905, there gathered together 
under the presidency of Mr. John Sebelien a 
number of men interested in questions of agri- 
culture and scientific subjects to celebrate the 
acquisition of national independence in the 
past year. A fund was opened for the purpose 
of fostering research in the subject of Nor-
wegian agriculture, to which fund all Nor- 
wegians, both a t  home and abroad, are invited 
to subscribe. When the sum of $4,000 has 
been subscribed, i t  is proposed to invite prize 
essays on particular questions, and to reward 
Norwegian scientific work in certain branches 
of learning; and later still i t  is intended 
financially to aid research work in agricultural 
science directly. 

CONSULKEENE, of Geneva, reports that the 
opening of the Simplon Tunnel, which was 
fixed for April 1, has been postponed to May, 
by action of the Swiss authorities. He  says: 
(( The official opening of the new international 
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line through the Simplon Tunnel, after hav- 
ing been advertised for April 1, 1906, is now 
reported as being postponed until May 1. 
After having been for a considerable time 
under discudsion, the mode of traction between 
Bjigue and Domo d'ossola-i. e., on 40 kilo- 
meters (about 25 miles)-is 'reported to be 
electrical, in accordance with a decision re-
cently made by the Federal Department of 
Swiss railroads. The Swiss system of trac-
tion now in use on the railroad Berthoud- 
Thoune, in the Canton of Berne, will be ap- 
plied with up-to-date improvements on the 
Simplon line. The first two electrical engines, 
when delivered at  the end of the year, will first 
be tried on the Italian electrical lines of the 
Valteline: Electrical traction on Swiss rail-' 
roads is a new thing; but i t  seems only natural 
that Switzerland, so rich in 'white coal,' be-
gins to utilize its wealth of water, and super- 
sedes, by the power derived from it, the enor- 
mous quantity of coal imported from Germany, 
France, Belgium and England. This new trial 
of electrical power on such an important new 
line will be watched with keen interest. I f  
successful, the new mode of traction will cer- 
tainly be employed all over the country, and 
there may be openings for our manufacturers 
at  home in that line." 

T h e  Jozcr~~,al o f  t he  Amer ican  Medical Asso- 
ciation states that the German national com-
mittee in charge of arrangements for the ap- 
proaching International Medical Congreas, to 
be held at  Lisbon in April, will present the 
following two proposals a t  the Lisbon congress 
and urge their adoption : (( 1.The organization 
of an international bureau for the general 
medical congresses, which will act during the 
intervals between the congresses. The mem- 
bers of the bureau to be the presidents of the 
past and approaching congresses and the mem- 
bers of all the national committees. This 
central ofice should have its headquarters in 
Paris, and its task will be to preserve con-
tinuity and order in the arrangements of the 
congresses, es$ecially in the making out of 
the programs, regulating the sections, appoint- 
ing topics for discussion and selecting speak- 
ers to present the various themes, and the 

honorary presidents, working always in co-
operation with the committee of organization 
of the congress. Motive: The need for some 
international body to serve as a court of ap- 
peal in matters affecting these international 
congresses has long made itself felt, to prevent 
or smooth away differences that may arise 
between the committee of organization and 
the representatives of the special sciences. At 
the same time, such an international body 
would serve by regulating the relations be-
tween the great general congresses and the 
international specialist congresses, and also 
with the medical congresses in the different 
countries. 2. The general international med- 
ical congresses should be held not oftener than 
once in five years. Motive: It is generally 
acknowledged that the international congresses 
have lost in prestige of late years. This i s  
due principally to the brief interval between 
them. I n  case they occurred only once in five 
years the preparations for them would prob- 
ably be more carefully made, and more energy 
would be devoted to the solving of scientific 
problems, these forces now being drained away 
by their being called on so constantly for scien- 
tific gatherings of such kinds. Besides this, if 
the international congresses were not held so  
frequently, it would be easier to find suitable 
places a t  which to hold them." ,Waldeyer and 
Posner are chiefly responsible for the drafting 
of these resolutions. They are to be submitted 
to the various national committees for discus- 
sion in  the hope that something tangible will 
result in the way of the desired reforms. 

UNIVERSITY  AND EDUCATIONAL N E W S .  

AT the midyear meeting of the board of 
trustees of Syracuse University, Chancellor 
Day reported an increase in attendance at  the 
university of 325 over last year, and the pur- 
chase of the Renwick ' castle.' Plans for a 
men's dormitory on College Place, to cost 
$100,000, wQre accepted. It was also decided 
to expend $100,000 for the erection of a new 
chemical laboratory. The board decided that 
the 'castle' be converted into a college of 
pedagogy. 


