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A IZTH Tilt T.VO01)BURI' EDBON. 

ON Friday, June  23, Mr. Arthur Woodbury 
Edson, of the Bureau of Plant  Industry, 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
died suddcnly a t  Waco, Texas. The news of 
Mr. Edson's death camc as a complete surprise 
and shock. to his collcagucs and friends in thc 

department. The mcmbcrs of the Burcau of 
Plant Industry who had been closely asso-
ciatcd with him held an informal mecting on 
Saturday afternoon, June  24, and passed reso- 
lutions of condolcnce and sympathy for his 
bereaved wifc and parents. Dr. Erwin F. 
Smith, Dr. H. J. Webbcr and othors gavc 
expression to thcir rcgard for thc man and 
their admiration of his scientific worlr. 

Mr. Edson received his trainifig in botany 
and in agricultural scicncc a t  the University 
ot Vermont, studying under Professor Z. It. 
Jones and rccciving thc degrees of bachelor 
and mastcr of science. Professor Jones early 
discovered his grcat promise, as he showcd 
from the first great aptitudc and enthusiasm 
for scicntific worlr. While at Vermont he 
dcvotcd a grcat deal of attention to  the prob- 
lems connccted with the sap flow of the sugar 
maple. Thc bullctin upon that subject pub- 
lished a year ago by the Vermont Agricultural 
Expcrimcnt Station is based largely upon Mr. 
Edson's studies and experiments. 

On July I, 1901, Mr. Edson was appointed 
a scicntific aid in the Bureau of Plant In-  
dustry, Dcpartment of Agriculture, entering 
at once upon plant breeding worlr, and assist- 
ing Dr. H. J. Webber in the brceding of long- 
staple upland cottons in South Carolina. 
Subscqucntly, Mr. Edson was promoted to the 
position of assistant physiologist, and was 
given charge of the plant brceding work upon 
cotton in Texas and adjacent states. When 
the plant breeding laboratory was callcd upon 
to cooperatc with other organizations in the 
department in the cotton boll wcevil investi- 
gations, Mr. Edson was entrusted with thc 
dircction of that part of the work. At the 
time of his death he had made grcat progress 
in producing not only earlier maturing varie- 
ties of cotton which cscape the worst ravagcs 
of the pest, but varieties adapted to conditions 
in  Texas having other desirablc characters, 
such as greater yield, longer staple, larger 
bolls and easier picking qualitics. Much as 
he had already accomplished along this line, 
he gavc promise of even greater achievcmcnts, 
had not his untimely dcath cut short his worli. 

I n  view of Mr. Edson's many valuable quali- 
ties as :In earncst and capable investigator, as 
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well as of the great importance aud difficulty 
of the problem that  had been put into his 
hands, the Department of Agriculture has 
sustained a very heavy loss in his death. IIis 
fellow workers feel that they have lost a more 
than usually upright and conscientious asso- 
ciate and a true-hearted, unselfish friend. 

GEOIiCB HOMANR BLDRIDCB. 

WIG reqret to record the death of Mr. Geo. 
H. Eldridge, geologist of the Geological Sur- 
vey, which occurred on June  20. The Wash- 
ington Evpning Stctr says of Mr. Eldridge: 
" Born in Barmouth, Mass., on Christmas day, 
1864, he gained his carly education a t  the 
Boston Latin School, where he toolr high rank 
in scholarship and in military affairs. Enter-
inp Harvard College with the class of '16, 
he devotcd special attention to geological 
studies, and was talren on the 'varsity glee 
club. After graduation he taught until 
selected by Raphael Pumpclly as special expert 
on coal and base metals for the tcnth census. 
,It the conclusion of that investigation he was 
placetl in charge of resporlsible work as geol- 
ogist of the northern transcontinental survey 
and rendered valuable service in deterrrlining 
the extent and value of the coals of the Bocky 
Mountain region. I n  1884 he entered the 
llnited States Geological Survey. For several 
years thereafter he was engaged in field work 
i11 several western states and Florida. I n  
1898 he was in charge of geological investiga- 
tions in Alaska, and in recent years has been 
occupied alrnost entirely in rnalcing extended 
studies of special mineral deposits. Mr. Eld- 
ridge won an international reputation as an 
expert on asphalt, was an authority on phos- 
phate and coal, and when his last sickness over- 
took hirn was engaged in preparing an  ex-
haustive report on the oil of California. TIe 
has contributed valuable Irnowledgc to the sci- 
ence of geology and has published 'Report on 
Montana Coal Fields,' ' Industries of the Base 
Metals,' an important portion of a monograph 
on 'Geology of the Dcnver Rasin of Colorado,' 
'Report on Asphalt and Bituminous Rock 
Products of the United States,' and numerous 
papers on various mirleral deposits in this 

country and Alabka. IIe was a member of 
the A~~icr ican  Institute of Mining Engineers, 
the Geological Society of America and the 
Geological, the Anthropological and the Zlar- 
vard Socictics of Washington. 
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SCII~I\'I 'III '~GNOTE,S' 1ND A'EIVX. 


DR. E. RAY ~AANICESTER, 
director of the Brit- 
ish Museum of Natural TIistory, has bcen 
elected prcsident of the British Association 
for the meeting to be held next year a t  Yorlr. 

Tire Rev. Dr. Nathan C. Schacffer, Pcnn- 
sylvania state superintendent of public in-
struction, has bcen elected prcsident of the 
h'ational Educational Association. 

OBEEI,IN C ~ I ~ I ~ E G I S  has conferred the degree 
of D.Sc. on the Rev. John C. Guliclr, known 
for his work on the shells of the Hawaiian 
Tslands and his theories regarding segregation 
and isolation as factors in organic evolution. 

AMIIEKV COJ,J,E(:E has conferred its L2.D. 
on President Carroll D. Wright, of Clark Col- 
lege, and its D.Sc. on Nr. IIenry Noel Pottc~r, 
an electrical engineer of New York City, anti 
on Dr. J. 3'. XlcGregory, professor of chern-
istry a t  Colgate University. 

IIonl\lrr COI~LI.:UIG has conferred the degree of 
doctor of' scicnce on Dr. James BI. Coit, 
teacher of natural science in St. Paul's school. 

Trrls TJniversity I Dublin has conferred its 
tloctorate of scierice on Professor E. A. 
Schafer, profcssor of physiology $t Edinburgh 
ITnivcrsity, and on Professor Sydney Young, 
professor of ehclnistry, a t  University College, 
Dublin. 

MR. T. A. Rrari , \~l~ has resigned the editor- 
ship of the Engirr~eringand Miming Journal, 
his resignation having taker] effect on June  30. 

DR. H ~ H V E Y  IV.WILEY, chief of the Bureau 
of Chemistry, of the Departrnerlt of Agricul- 
ture, has gone to Europe urlder instructions 
from Secretary Wilson to mdre an exhaustive 
investigation of methods of preparing and pre- 
serving food products for shiprnerit to America. 

TIXISIJnited States cruiser Minneapolis, con-
veying Rear Admiral Colby M. Chester, 
superintendent of the United States Naval 
Observatory, and the other mernbers of the 


