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more than amply repiesented,  t o  t he  exclusion o f  many  
others equally important ,  or in some cases a great mining 
State mas not  represented at all. In  all but  one or t w o  
cases t he  labels, hy means o f  which t he  public derives all its 
concrete inforniation, were xvithout other than  local and 
superficial in format ion:  very o f t e n  t hey  were carefully 
concealed beneath t he  specinlens t hey  should have de- 
scribed, or illegible, 01- in  a foreigh language unkno\iln t o  
t h e  average isi it or. I n  t h e  German exhibit n o  account 
was made o f  the  products and methods which for seven 
hundred years hare made o f  Saxon Freiberg t h e  Mecca 
o f  t h e  illiner and metallurgist. 'I'he superb collection o f  
iron f rom ST$-etien, which mas one o f  t he  chief attractions 
o f  the  Centeilnial, was not  represented b y  anything worthy 
t o  be mentioned in comparison, and though Germany ex- 
hibited a fine column o f  steel rails and the  peerless Krupp 
l ~ i - o d ~ ~ r t s ;these latter were housed in the  Krupp building 
b y  thelnselrt;~.  

So far as this  part o f  the  fair was designed as a 1ne:lns 
o f  il~sti-ucting the  public, its ralue was much less than 
that  o f  the  corresponding department o f  the  earlier ex-
l)osition. Whi le  it is not clai~ned that  there inay no t  
hare been sections in ~\-hich t he  display at t he  Columbia11 
fair was superior t o  that  o f  1876 in other respects than  in  
mere size, t he  writer firmly believes that  t he  earlier fair 
was bet ter  as an educator and t ha t  i ts  influence on 
Americail industrial progress \\-ill prove t o  have been more 
far-reaching and salutary than t he  stupendous spectacle 
just concluded. 

I x  a recent number o f  ,Scl;,jicc Blr. I<. J. Hill gives an 
intei-extiiig account o f  capturing an 075-1 under circum- 
stances that  might  lead t he  reader t o  th ink  that  members 
o f  t he  o r1  family were dazed b y  sunlight. T h i s  inay be 
t he  case wi th  soine owls, but  I have,  as ye t ,  riel-er fallen 
in wit11 any so a f fec ted .  ?'here is no  doubt tha t  t he  
bright glare o f  t h e  s cn  is disagreeable t o  some species, 
bu t  a f ter  flushing a short-eared owl and witnessing t he  
ease with which it threads its way through tangled shrub- 
be!-y, despite the  sunlight, all doubts regarding their 
vision at such t imes  will be set aside. 

V e r y  o f t e n ,  liowever, an owl will, in hopes o f  re~nailling 
unobserved, allon- a person t o  pass remarkably near, o f t en  
assuniiilg an attitude suggestive o f  t he  knots  on the  l imb 
on  which it is perching. 

1,ong-eared o ~ v l s  are o f t en  very averse t o  flying, j~ldgilig 
frorn m y  obserrations. I have suddenly come upon one 
face t o  face,  and so~net imes  several that  were passing the  
(lay in :t dense willorv, and they  immediately assunled a 
rigid, stick-like position, drawing themselves up t o  twice 
theis natural length,  evidently t iust ing t o  their resem-
blance t o  the  surroundi~lg stubs and l~ranches,  which was 
b y  no  means slight. T o  escape notice-so great is their 
fai th in  the  protection afforded t h e m  b y  this  resemblance, 
wile11 several are together,  as is o f t en  the  case in  i inter--
one or inore may be shot without t he  rest showing so 
nlucli as 12:; tlle movement o f  a feather that  t hey  are 
ctisturbeil. 

O n  one occasion a friend x i t h  w l lo~n  I mas hunting came 
L I ~ I O ~fire o f  these owls all in a row on  a l imb o f  a giant 
cotton\\~ood. Beginning at one end o f  the  line he shot 
t h e m  all, one af ter  another, liis last shot starting a sixth, 
~rllicll he had not  seen, f rom  a perch in  t he  same tree. 
\Vhen I arrived upon tlle scene \re 1)egan looking for t he  
escaped o ~ v l ,  b ~ l t  failed t o  discover it. :Is \re were leaving, 

ho~vever ,  m y  eye chanced t o  fall upon what, at first, 
appeared t o  be  an abnormal growth on  the  trunli o f  a 
small sapling near us ,  but  which, upon a second glance, 
pro\-ed t o  be  a little screech-owl. W i t h  its hack against 
the  trunk o f  a tree it mas drawn u p  t o  its fullest height ,  
all its feathers drawn t ight  against its body ,  its ear t u f t s  
erect. I t  looked t o  be  twice its nornial length,  and so 
closely did it resemble t he  gray bark and branclles t ha t ,  
unprotected as i t  was b y  leaves or twigs and in  t h e  strong 
glare o f  a bright ~ r in t e r ' s  day, its discovery mas purely 
accidental. Our tracks in t he  sno~v  proved that  we had 
several t imes passed within t en  feet  o f  t he  bird, arid it 
was quite evident that  i t  was aware o f  ous presence; for 
~vh i l e  it made not the  slightest movement ,  it watched us 
constantly througli its half-closed lids, tl-usting, no doubt ,  
t o  escape detect ion,  but  ready t o  fly i f  t he  occasion re-
quired. 

On anotller occasion, while collecting birds along t he  
Piatte River,  I discovered a screech-om1 in a very similar 
position. T h e  morniilg was very  cold, and r1.1ep-(rsccpshail 
sought the  sunny side o f  a small cottonmoo3, ~ v h e r e ,  with 
its back against the  t runk ,  it mas enjoying t he  gratefnl 
TI-armth o f  the  bright sun. FVhen discovered it had 
assumed such an attenuated position t ha t ,  although quite 
close, I was b y  no  ineans sure that  it was not a broken 
I>ranch that  bad attracted m y  attention. 'Thinking t o  
secure a specimen but  slightly mutilated, I fired at it with 
dust shot ,  but was surprised t o  see not t he  slightest move- 
rnent f rom the  statue in  gray be fore  me .  Couid i t  be  that  
1 had been deceived af ter  all and had fired at a knot?  
Half  inclined t o  believe that  s ~ l c h  was t he  case, I went for-  
ward t o  investigate and when mithin fifteen fee t  could see 
that  I mas closely watched through narrour slits between 
t he  lids. No t  a movement was made,  howerer,  until I 
mas about t o  lay m y  hands on i t ,  and then  niy oivl quietly 
slipped arou~id the  tree and gone. I t  is~ 1 - a ~  probable 
that  m y  shot, being so fine, hat1 not  penetr:ited t he  
feathers, as it was not injured in any way appsrently. 

I once caught a screech-owl on her nest ,  allil -\vhile I 
was 1 2 ~ -no  ineans gentle in bringing her out into tile open 
air, she ~r: t s ,  apparently, sound asleep, and n o  ai-r-iollllt of 
handling \ilould awaken her. I ~,~-h;stledin her ear, 
opened her rings and laid her down on  a l imb ,  :ill t o  no  
purpose. Megascops had evidently been out all night ;lii:i 
did not propose t o  be disturbed b y  s~lcli trifles. T,Yllile in- 
vestigating t he  contents o f  the  nest she was allo\\~ed t o  lie 
011 a branch for some minutes but  gave no  sign o f  l i f e ,  
but I no  sooner at te~nptet l  t o  drop he!- t o  t he  ground than 
she revived. Before she had dropped a foo t  the  wings 
openetl, and away sailed Iny 011-1, as m ~ , c h  a~\-aht> as any 
bird and probably roilgratulating herself 11pon a pieic O F  
very clever a c t ~ n g .  

-1). V a n  Nostrand Conipa:~:;, 2 3  hlurray and 2 ;  1 '~ai -r~n  
streets, New Y o r k ,  design issuing the  new edition of their 
complete catalogue o f  scientific books in sections, o f  1%-hic.h 
l'arts I and 2 are now ready. 'l'he others are in prepara- 
t ion and will be  issued in t h e  order numecl, and copjes will 
be sent gratis on application, :is soon as issued. I'art I ,  

S team and l\lechanical F:ngineering; I'ai-t 2 ,  Electricity 
ant1 Magnetism; Part g, Chemical and Physical Science;  
Part 4 ,  Civil Engineering; Part 5 ,  3lanufactures and 
Illdustrial '\rts and Processes; Part 6,Geology) h[ineralogy, 
&Lining ant1 3letallurgy; Part 7 ,  1Iydraulics ant1 \'<atel* 
Supply ; Part 8:  Astronomy,  hleteorology and Xa\:igation ; 
Part g,  Architecture, Building, Carpentry and 1)ecoration; 
Part 10, Shipl~uilc!ing, Na\~al Architecture, Yach t  anti 
Boat Sailing and I3uilding; I I ,  Dl-awing, Painting, and 
Photography; 1 2 ,  Mathematics. 


