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past twenty pears, in America or elsewhere, except the subdi- 
vision was based on the fossil contents. 

There is not space in a scientific journal torerielv the ponderous 
volumes of the St~rvey, but I d o  not discover any attempt to make 
a geological surrey of the 'LTnibed States or of the Territories: but 
instead thereof, the volumes contain theoretical discussions about 
the glacial period, that have no economical value, and which 
period, I think, is fiction, and they contain a vast amount of ex- 
tremely localized and temporary matter of no general utility. 
This is well illustrated in the Seventh Report now before me. 
One of the principle articles is entitlecl The Geology of the$ '  

Head of Chesapeake Bay." I t  covers more than one hundred 
pages, has sixteen plates and six additional illustrations. The 
author says: 

<(The  inlestig-ation here recorded was made under the joint 
auspices of the U. S. Geological S n r v e ~  and t l ~ e  U. 8. Fish Cotn- 
mission, for the purpose of d e t ~ r m i n ~ n gthe probable success of 
a n  artesian boring at  Fishing Battery station, off Spesotie Island, 
five miles south of I-Iavre de Grace. Bld., and near the liead of 
ChesapeakeBay. The field-study occupied aportion of July, 1886." 

The article is so free f r o n ~  geology and so extremely local- 
ized that I have been unable to discover the ohject in publishing 
it in the U. S. Geological Survey. The author, h o a e ~ ~ e r ,  says, 
on page 566, under the head of ' ' The Geologic Exposures": 

. iSo variable are the different forinations ot the region in the 
exposures that the differences exceed the resemblances, 

and, since the local clirersitieb are due to local causes the charac- 
teristics of the formations cannot be elucidated by generalized 
description -with sufficient minuteness for the purposes of the 
local student." 

Another one of the principal articles, hugely illustrated. in  llle 
Seventh Report is entitled "Report on the Geology of Martha's 
Vineyard." I hare lookod through it, in  vain. to find an item of 
geological informatione It would certainly take the cake in any 
walk where pretension and nothingness were to be the winners. 

I n  conclusion, I am opposed to the continuation of the  U. S. 
Geological Survey, under the present management, because, I 
think, it is not prosecuted in the interest of science but quite the 
contrarj, ant1 hecause the publications now hang, 11ke a mill- 
stone, around the neck of progress, in the tlisseinination of geo- 
logical information among the people. S. A. R~ILI,ER, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Jan. 23. 

Monument t o  Hirn. 

INa letter, just received from Mon. G. Kern, President of the 
Commission established for the purpose of securing the erection 
of ;t, tnonument to his late distinguished friend and colleague, 
Mon. G. A. Hirn, the  great engineer-physicist and investigator, 
on account of which subscriptioils bare been received in consid- 
erable amounts, both i n  Europe and America, Ile writes as fol- 
lows:-

& ,  The mon~lment propohed for Ilirn, ancl of which the plans 
were made by Xon. Bartholdi, will consist of a bronze figure, 
seated, with pedestal, and w ~ l l  cost about 30,000 M. To complete 
the subscription, there still remains a balance of 10,000 M., and I 
have knocked at the doors of many friends and acquaintances of 
Iltrn, finding welcome, in Pans  and in Bordeaux; I anticipate 
full success." 

I t  has been the hope of the gentlemen engaged in this enterprise 
that a fair proportion of t l l e  subscription might come frorn citi- 
zens of the United States of North America, among 1~11on1 Bfon, 
Hirn counted some personal friends, and many warm admirers. 
He was always peculiarly appreciative of such good w ~ l l  and such 
praise of his work as came to him from this side of the Atlantic. 
Those who desire the privilege of contributing may send their 
drafts on Paris to the" Corn~tt.-Hirn," I Obstmaslrt, Marchi! aux 
Fruits, I, Colrnar, Alsace. 

Very respectfully yours, 
R. 13. THURSTON. 

Ithica, N. Y., Jan. 25, 1893. 
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" I t  is one of the best books of the kind I have 
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" I  think that, you have gotten together a very 
useful and valuable little book."-Dr. C. V.Riley, 
U. S.Entomologist, Washington, Y. C. 

*'Itis excellent."-James Fletcher. Dominion En- 
tomologist, Ottawa. Canada. 

"I  am well pleased with it."-Dr. 6'. 31.IIexames, 
Editoc ~~~~~i~~~~ xowyork,~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ l h ~ ~ i ~ i ,  

' . i t  seei~ls t,o me R good selection of the  matter 
which every farlner and fruit  grower ought t o  have 
at his immediate command."-Proi. 8. A. l~orbes .  
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