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each successive instalment of the dictionary it has become more
and more clear that the original estimates were too small, both as
regards the total of pages in the completed book and the wealth of
words and other lexicographical material which it would contain.
The number 6,500, which was announced as the limit for the pages,
must be increased to at least 7,000, and the number of words de-
fined will be considerably in excess of the 200,000 at first promised :
for the words contained in the first four volumes now published
(two-thirds of the work, 4,880 pages) are in round numbers
152,000; and, if we may suppose that the same fulness will char
acterize the letters remaining to be treated, the total cannot fall
far short of 225,000. An examination of the vocabulary of ¢ The
Century Dictionary ” will show that only those words, derivatives.
and compounds are admitted which have an established place in
the language or require definition. Had the editors not been con-
servative in this particular, their list would doubtless have been
increased to 250,000 words. The fourth volume illustrates the
technical and scientific character of the dictionary. Beginning
with the letter M, one meets the prefix macro-, followed in quick
succession by meso-, meta-, micro-, mono-, and many others of
greater or less importance, from which are formed groups of
hundreds of technical terms, most of which have come into ex-
istence during the last ten or fifteen years. The same is true of
the other letters, especially of P, which, indeed, owes its size (660
pages) very largely to this wealth of scientific material. The
treatment of technical words, too, is on a broad scale in this vol-
ume, as is well illustrated by the definitions of magnesia, magnct
(and its derivatives), mammalia, man (in its etymology), marble,
metamorphism, meter, microscope, mirror, mode (in its musical
sense), muscle, nervation, operation, opening (in chess), orchestra,
Orchidece, pianoforte, etc. The same fulness marks the definitions
of common names of animals and plants, as of mackerel, mildew,
minnow, partridge, pine, etc. ¢¢ The Century Dictionary ” is first
a dictionary of the English language, and after that an encyclo-
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pedic Qictionary. Take, for example, the common English word
put. It occupies seven columns of the dictionary, and its treat-
ment includes 17 definitions and 169 special phrases, which are
illustrated by 190 quotations ranging from the earliest period of
English literature to the present day, the definitions and quota-
tions together exhibiting the word in every important phase of its
idiomatic use. This treatment of put, liberal as it is, is in no
sense encyclopedic. but is strictly lexicographic, being necessitated
by an attempt really and tlioroughly to define the word. Tt sim-
ply shows what an amount of information about common words
the editors of ‘* The Century Dictionary” are bringing to light.
The facts thus exhibited by the word put are perhaps even more
strikingly shown by make, with 83 definitions, 159 phrases, and
126 quotations, and by pass, with 72 definitions, 30 phrases, and
127 quotations. These, of course, are among the most striking
instances of the kind; but what is true of them is true on a
swmaller scale of the treatment of nearly every common word in
the volume. . The book abounds not only with fresh discussions of
old words, and new definitions of familiar words illustrated by apt
quotations, but also with words which have been in the literature
of the language for perhaps scores of years, but which are new in
the sense that no dictionary has before recorded them. There
are many illustrations of special interest in this fourth volume.

— A seasonable subject is discussed by Dr. William H. Flint in
his article on ¢ Children’s Coughs,” in the December number of
Babyhood. The writer divides all coughs into harmless and seri-
ous ones, and gives many hints which will enable mothers to dis-
tinguish one class from the other. Dr. Yale, the medical editor,
furnishes an article on ¢ What may be done to prevent Diph-
theria.”

—In the second volume of the Science in Plain Language
Series, William Durham of the Royal Society of Edinburgh writes
interestingly on the general subject of astronomy, describing in
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plain language some of the principal facts and speculations con-
nected with that science. The plan of the work is similar to
that which proved so successful in the first volume of the series,
in which the same author treated of evolution and kindred sub-
jects. In separate articles, each complete in itself yet closely con-
nected to the others, the author deals successively with the sun
and moon, the earth, the stars and nebulee, and the planets; add-
ing some speculations on the formation of the heavenly bodies and
the contents of space, and concluding with a brief chapter on the
tides, light, and the spectroscope. This series of handy volumes
is published by Black of Edinburgh, and in this country by Mac-
millan.

— Mr. Nicholas P. Gilman, author of ¢‘Profif:Sharing between
Employer and Employee,” has in preparation a new vclume, to be
entitled ‘¢ Socialism and the American Spirit.” It will comprise
chapters on the re-action against individualism; recent American
socialism; the American social idea in practice as distinguished
from individualism and socialism; the field for social reform in
America; arbitration, industrial partnership, and co-operative
production, considered as steps out of labor troubles; recent prog-
ress in profit-sharing; the first duty of the educated classes; the
way to Utopia; etc.

— Messrs. Henry Holt & Co. will publish in January the first
number of a new monthly, Educational Review, of which Professor
Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia, who is president of the New
York College for the Training of Teachers, will be editor-in-chief:
and assoeiated with him will be Dr. E. H. Cook, head master of
Rutgers Preparatory School, New Brunswick, N.J.; Dr. William
H. Maxwell, superintendent of schools in Brooklyn; and Dr. A, B.
Poland, superintendent of schools in Jersey City. This gives the
university, the preparatory school, and the public school repre-
sentatives on the editorial board. The character of the publication
may be further inferred from the fact that the circular announcing
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it contains the indorsements of the presidents of Harvard, Yale,
Johns Hopkins, Columbia, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cornell, University of Michigan, and some hundred educators of
corresponding prominence. Probably no equally promising at-
tempt at an educational periodical has ever before been made in
America, if anywhere.

— The J. G. Cupples Company of Boston will soon issue a holi-
day book entitled ‘¢ Aunty’s Elfin Land.” It is a collection of
tairy-stories, or, rather, the combined histories of three children
who had most strange adventures in the land of ¢ the little folk.”
They are written by Mrs. Maria Hildreth Parker, and are illus-
trated by Hermann D. Murphy.

— In the December number of the Magazine of American His-
tory the opening paper is an historical sketch of the rise and fall
and characteristics of the ancient town of Fort Benton, in Mon-
tana, with illustrated accounts of early navigation of the upper
Missouri River. The second contribution is ‘¢ David Hartley and
the American Colonies,” by Joseph W. Hartley of New York. A
portrait of David Hartley, England’s signer of the definitive treaty
of peace with America, forms the frontispiece to the magazine.
Following these articles are ¢ The Institution of Thanksgiving
Day, 16238,” by Jacob Harris Patton, A.M. ; ‘‘ La Salle’s Homestead
at Lachine,” by John Fraser of Montreal; ‘‘ A Typical Old-Time
Minister, the Reverend Benjamin Tappan,” by Rev. D. F. Lamson ;
¢ Glimpses of Early Michigan Life in and about Kalamazoo,” by
Mary V. Gibbs; ¢ Our Old Webster's Spelling-Book,” by Rev. A.
M. Colton; and ‘¢Some Literary Statesmen.” which brings into
view facts in relation to eminent writers in the councils of the '
nation, by Milton T. Adkins. Shorter articles are ¢ President
Garfield’s Silent Journey,” ¢ Mrs. Elizabeth B. Custer surrounded
by Buffaloes, or Camp Life in Kansas Twenty Years Ago,” ‘A
Cluster of Christmas Poems for the Household,” and some hitherto
unpublished letters.
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CALENDAR OF SOCIETIES.
Biological Society, Washington.

Nov. 30. —T. H. Bean, The Death of Sal-
mon after Spawning; Theobald Smith, On
Species among Bacteria; G. B. Sudworth,
Notes on Nomenclature; F. A. Lucas, The
Wing of Metopidius.

Boston Society of Natural History.

Dec. 8.—J. Walter Fewkes, The Summer
Ceremonials of the Zufii Indians: a Study of
Aboriginal Religion (illustrated by the stere-
opticon).
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Any person seeking a position for whick ke is quali-
fied by his scientific attainmen?s, or any person seeking
some one to fill a position of this character, be it that
of a teacker of science, chemist, draughtsman, or what
not. may have the * Want’ inserted under this head
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information on any scientific question, the address of
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wumn for a purpose consonant with the nature of the
paper, is cordially invited to do so.

ANTED.—An Exploring Expedition, backed by
$15,000, will be sent into Alaska and the Brit-
ish Northwest Territory the coming year, to be gone
one or two seasons. A scientist or two will more
than likely be taken along. Applications from such
will be gladly received and carefully considered.
To assist in making these applications the comman-
der would say that he coisiders a full practical
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nologist, or any other of the sciences, and photog-
rapby, sketching, medicine and surgery, or other
useful arts for exploring, it will add to the chances
of peing selected. Applicants must be physically
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these scientists will be the second in command of
the pa.rtf'. Any credentials forwarded for consider-
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BARBOUR, Box 1333, Grinnell, Iowa.
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Van Dyck.
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nus, parvus, occidens, anadontoides gibbosus. rectus,veru-
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plicatus cornutus. Margaritana confrogosa, complanata,
rugosa. Anadonta edentula, decora, corpulenta, and
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Unios from all parts of the world, and sea-shells. Ad-
dress Dr. W. S. Strode, Bernadotte, Ill.
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