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AN ADDITIONAL ARGUMENT for the preser\ ation 
and care of the levees of the lower 3fississippi is 
afforded in an unexpectecl way. For nlany years 
great damage to stoclr, ancl hunlail discomfort, in 
those regions, have been caused by small flies 
known as ' buffalo gnals ' (Rimulium). Very simi- 
lar flies, with similar injurious habits, have long 
been n7e11 known in the valley of the Danube ant1 
elsen-here; but as the species that have been 
stucliecl, breecl, as a rule, ill streams that are clear, 
rapicl. and rocky, it  has been a question of con-
siderable importance how the insects bred ia  such 
great quantities in  the low alluvial nIississippi 
country, -a question whose solution might, it TI as 
hoped, afford a means of checking the increase of 
the pest. The present spring Dr. Wley, and t117o 
of his assistants, Mr. F. &I. Webster and 3fr. Otto 
Lugger, have succeeded in determining the habits 
of the two known species ; and it appears that 
they breecl in  the inore swiftly running portions of 
the smaller creeks and bayous, \\-hich are perma-
nent, and do not dry up in nlidsurnmer. They are 
found attached to the masses of driftwood and 
leaves, which form at  points, and which, by im- 
peding the streams below, form a more rapid cur-
rent a t  the surface. The larvae and pupae have 
been absolutely connected with their respecti~e 
adults, and a careful study of the general charac- 
ter of the breeding-places already indicate5 that 
the i~crea4e of the pests of late Fears is indirect11 
due to the crevasses in the levees. 

Dn. SHUFELDT,ill a recent panlphlet publishecl 
by the U. S.bureau of education, calls attention 
to the need? and shortcomings of anaton~icalmu-
seums in this country, and presents a n  outline of 
how such museums should be fornlecl and con- 
ducted. The subject is of no little importance, 
from the fact that we have so few anatomical 
museums that serve as useful means of instruc- 
tion, or indeed for any thing excel~t as repositories 
of anatomical odds and ends and curiosities, of 
which medical students, as a rule, malie no use. 
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One cause of this conclitioil is the general incliffer- 
eilce or neglect of comparative al~atonly in  medi- 
cal instluction, and the non-recognition of the 
principle that museums, to be edncational, shoulcl 
be largely comparative. The author rightly in- 
sists upon greater attention being given to coin- 
parative morphology as a basis of medical progress, 
and censures the lack of system. We are glad 
also to see his protest against the nlieleading and 
expensive driecl preparations so cominon in collec- 
tions. 

BY THE ADDRESS of President Aclams before 
the Cornell alumni at  their sixth annual dinner 
recently held in  New York, the controversy over 
what shall be the character of the university ~vork  
was revived. Cornell was one of the colleges 
established through the benefit of the lLIorril1 
grant of 1562. The funclanlenlal intent of that 
grant was the endowment in each state of a t  least 
one college where the leacling object shoulcl be, 
"without excluding scientific and classical studies, 
to teach such branches of learning as are relatecl 
to agriculture ancl the nlechanical arts. in order to 
promote the liberal ancl practical education of the 
industrial classes." Tlle grant to Kew York con- 
sistecl of lancl scrip for 990,000 acres. This scrjp 
was bought b~ Mr. Cornell for about $500,000, 
and to this he added an equal sum from his own 
pocket. Tlle land was located in the timber dis- 
tricts of Michigan, and now, a t  the end of t w e n t ~  
odd years, has realized to the college some three 
nlillions of dollars. The question is, whether the 
~vhole of this should be devoted in nccorclnnce 
with the original grant, or whether, on account 
of 3fr. Cornell's additional contribution, and the 
large amount realized through his foresight, the 
college is only bound to devote a portion of the 
funcl to eclucation in agricultural ancl lnechanical 
arts. \Ire woulcl call attention to what our corre-
spondent H. N. has to say upoil the matter. 

SETTLEdlEhTT OF LABOR DIFli%REATCES. 

\~IXETHERthe panlphlet ' from the pen of &!Ire 
Joseph D. Weeks, which the Society for political 
education has just published, \$*as or was not timed 
to the present crisis, we are not aware ; but, 
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coming just a t  its ~ ~ a l u e  this time, both and its 
~ilfluence ~$111 be increased. The pamphlet is en-
titled "Labor clifference, and thelr settlement, a 
plea for arbitration and conciliation," and it is ail 
able exposition of the causes unclerlying our 
present labor difficulties, together n it11 a a  argu-
ment in t a ~ o r  of a~bitration as the best method 
for thsir settlement. 

No thoughtful man can hare matchecl the de- 
velopment of labor troubles during the last ferv 
years with any feeling ~ h o r t  of anxietj . The in- 
crease 111 the number and frequency of strikes, 
the groning percentage of them that are success-
ful, tlle hostility and ill feeling too often shown by 
employers and employed, have all forced them- 
s e l ~ e supon our notice, but society seems helpless 
before them. 

Jfuch of this, peihaps all of it, is due, me dale 
assert, not so much to a misuarlerstancling of the 
questions immediately under discussion as to abso- 
lute ignorance of the conditions underlying those 
questions, and moulding their form. Philosoplly 
and science have taught us to slew soclety as 
having developed from its early militant to its 
present industrial t j  pe along certain well-defined 
lines. But some how or other we feel an iiresisti- 
ble desire to view this process as complete, to 
consider the book of evolution closed, and to con- 
gratulate ourselves on being the summation of 
an infinite series. This false conceptioil affects 
our actions. We fail to see that society is still 
changing and developing, that the laws that 
operated in the past are still a t  ~voik.  

This crude philosophy enters as a factor inho our 
present labor complications when they are seen 
from a scientific stancl-point. Old theories T$ ill not 
fit new facts, nor mill antique remedies cure new 
troubles. Almost without an exception, employ- 
ers look upoil the employees as their inferiors, 
and treat them as such. Fro111 this follo\vs ill 
feeling, desire for retaliation, perllaps cri~ninal 
recklessness. We overlook the fact that the old 
feudal relatioil of inaster ancl ser.raat is a thing 
of the past, and is not represented in our present 
economic organization. As Nr. Weeks acutely 
points out, discussions between employers and 
employed are ' permitted ' by tlle former, iater- 
.cietVs are 'granted,' co~nmittees are ' recognized.' 
Now, me need not blind ourselves to the ethical 
fact that there is a superiority of possessions as 
well as a superiority of physical force and of in- 
tellect, hut i11 economic matters it  cannot safely 
be pushed very far. The en~plog ers must climb 
clown from this feuclal pedestal, and meet their 
morknleil on a level. Before the lam and a t  the 
ballot-box, every man counts as one, and ao inore ; 
and it  is unreasonable to expect that in economic 

relations one p a ~ t v  to a coiltlact shall count as in- 
finity, ailcl the other as zelo. 

In the second place, a false political economy 
must bear its shale of the responsibility. The 
em:~lojers h . t ~  e come to think that they p a  tlle 
nages, and therefcie may sett!e then1 as they see 
fit. But the nages question is, as Mr. Weeks 
says, a problein in distribution, and wages are  
paid out of tlle product (p. 11). By a figure of 
speech, they ale paid by the employer. because, 
as intlustry 1s now organized, the procluct -the 
result of the coinhinecl effort of capitalist and 
laborer, we lnust always remember -goes into 
the l~nncls of the emploj er as trustee, ancl he ad- 
vances to hls laborers each one's share as pre~lously 
determined upon. Perhaps not even the lahorei 
himself uaclerstands this clearly. The present 
methods hare been in operation so long ancl 011 so 
enorlnous a scale, that it is not easy to look beyond 
them and see what they really stand for. 

These trvo facts are tjpical of the steps to be 
talren in settling any labor dispute. The method 
laid. down for scientific procedure by Bacon can 
find application in the field of industrial problems. 
Rlst ,  n e  must clear 3ur inincls of all idols, all 
false notions ancl mistaken prejudices as to the in- 
equality of the e~nployer and the ernployed ; and, 
second, we must observe facts and relations as 
they are, and not as ~tnlay suit our ideas to h a \ e  
them. 

I t  1s in these fundamental conditions that labor 
troubles aiise. Stiikes, lock-outs, boycotts, and so 
on, are the effects, not the causes, of labor troubles. 
By repiessing them we are only sitting on the 
safety-valre. Hidcleil but potent forces are a t  
TT-ork,and as sure as fate they will Freak out in 
another place if repressed iii one. What rve T$ ant 
is l~iecention of strikes, not a cure for them. 

Have we any such pre\ ention to suggest ? Yes : 
n7e follow 3ir. Weelrs in  favoring permanent 
boards of arbitration in which enlployeis and em- 
ployed are equally represented, presided over by a 
clis~nte~ested The great advantage aumplre. of 
permanent board of atbitration, holding stated 
meetings, is that it builds up an e?zte?zte cordinle 
b ~ t n e e a  the capitalist and the laborer. The) 
learn to sympathize with each other, to kno~vtha t  
an industrial problem inay present two sery tliffer- 
ent aspecis fro111 ~ T V Od~fferent points of mew ; t o  
see, in a measure, through each other's spectacles. 
Tile trouble nith a temporary board of arbitration 
is that it is formed after the frlction between the 
two parties has begun. It meets after a declaia-
tion of hostilities, not before ; and its members, 
feeling that tiley ha1 e a certain gositioll to defend, 
assume a semi-belligerent a t t~tude.  The theoreti- 
cal advantages of a permanent board are forcibly 



supported by the e~iclence Mr. Weeks cites from 
practice. I11 the hosiery and glove tracle a t  Sot-
tingham, England, a board of arbitration mas 
established in 1860, ancl since that time not a 
single general strike nor difference about wages 
has occurred that mas not settled amicably. The 
iron tracle in the north of England has a similar 
story to tell. The Colzseils des pruc7'horn?~zesin 
France ancl Belgium bring cun~ulatlre evidence. 
d coul~ag-together of thii; lrincl every month or 

six weeks, ancl nieetiilg as equals for the discus- 
sion of affairs of conlnlori interest aild importance, 
mould have a magic effect in abcertainiag the facts 
ancl suggesting concessions, as \\ell as in  retnoving 
that false pride ancl fooliell obstinacy that aggla- 
rate  so much every dispute about labor. The 
present appeal to brute force is as absurd and 
worthless as it is antiquated. I t  is econoinically 
ancl ethically a crime. ICnotvledge, mocleration, 
aild Christian charity will lserlnanently re-organize 
industry on a plane tchere the strilres aild boycotts 
of nlediaeval iilheritance n-ill be unlrilown. 

NICHOLAS~IVRRAYBUTLER. 

IIPPARITIU~VXA-\,D I~AULATBDHOUSES. 

THE connuittee on apparitions and haunted 
houses, of the American society for psychical re-
search, have issued a circular to inr ite communi- 
cations from persors who nlay he able to help 
then1 in an examination of the phenomena that 
fall within their province. 

They particularly desire infonnation regarding 
supposed cases of agparitioils of absent or de-
ceased perbons. I t  is well known that from time 
to time thele are rclatcd or gublishecl accouilts of 
people n ho are said to have seen. as present, per- 
sons who were at  the time actually either absent 
or dead. As a proof of the genuineness of these ap- 
l'earances. the accounts frequently add that tho per- 
sons who have had these experiences ha1 e learned, 
through them, about some otherwise nnlrnown 
facts, afterwards verified ; such. for instance, as 
death or iilness, or some other calaulity which has 
a c t ~ ~ a l l yhappenecl. a t  or near the time of the ap- 
paritiou itself, to the clistant person whose ap-
pearance is narrated. Other proofs of tlie reality 
ancl significance of the supposed apparitions are 
sometimes narrated. 

The conlillittee n7ish to collect accounts, fro111 
trustn~orthy sources. of all such allegecl occur- 
rences, as nel l  as acco~ults of other similar per- 
sonal experiences which niay have been strilring 
enough for the persons concerned to reniember, or 
perhaps recorcl. Such accounts tlie coinniittee 
propose to collate and examine. with a view to 
drawing such conclusions from them as may seem 

proper and warrantecl. I n  orcler that the results, 
if any are reached, 111ay have 1-alne, the com-
mittee. ~vhile not -n-ishing to exclude any informa- 
tion lilrely to be useful, \\ill be especially glad to 
hear directly from the persons themselves who 
have hacl the experiences in  question, with such 
further inforillation as will enable the conlnlittee 
to ~ e r i f y  the accounts given, whether by the ac- 
co~ults of other mitilesses, by the use of docu- 
nizats, or by ~neans  of other collateral tcstiniony. 
Peisons ~i-ho have inforination bearing on the mat- 
tels before the committee ]nay find the follomiilg 
questions useful guides in  stating their eviclence. 
Such answers as can be furnished, in any case, 
should be giren as explicitly as possible, in the 
coiniiiunicatioils adclressed to the comalittee. 

1. To mhoin and when did the experience in  
question occur? What mas his (or her) age, na- 
tionality, and occupation ; and ~vliat was his (or 
hcr) state of health or of mind at  the time of the 
al~parition? At what hour of the day did it ap- 
pear, and at  xvhat place ? 

2. Hacl the narrator of the experience in ques- 
tion erer had hallucinations, or scen apparitions 
before, or has such an occurrence ever happened 
since? If so, describe these other experiences, 
giving their time ancl place, and compare or con-
trast thein ~i-ith the one in question. 

3. Does the narrator believe in ghosts? Or has 
he, before this experience, belie1 ecl in apparitions 
of any sort, as probable sources of knomledge 
about absent or dead persons? 

4. To what senses did the apparition appeal 'i If 
it ap~earecl clearly to the eje, describe the color, 
the fornl, place, apparent distance, size, clearness. 
the lerlgth of time of endurance, ancl all other 
reineulbered qualities of the object seen. Was it 
s as large as life.' i.e., as larqe as tlie person or 
thlng supposed to have been seen would naturally 
have appeared? \iTere the other objects present 
a t  the time (snch as the real wall, or a real table 
or chair) 1isible through it ? Did it stand still, or 
mo\ e about? Did it remain clear, or coli~e and 
go? Could it be touched? Was it  seen in the 
darkness, or in the Ilght ? If the experience 
in cluestloll mas not something seen, but some-
thing heard or felt, describe it as clearly as pos-
slble, and ln a sirnilally definite manner, laying 
stress on w h a t e ~ e r  may show exactly what was 
experienced. 

5. If the appalltion seemed to gire warning, or 
other lrnowledge of any future or distant fact, did 
the narratoi relate the inciclent to  any one, or give 
notice of the warnlng conreyed. b ~ f o r ehe mas 
able to verify tlie facts supposed to haxe been 
rexealed ? Dld he vecord these facts before he 
verified them ? If so, is the record now extant, or 


