
ject, but which, unfortunately, has inlpressed it- 
self hnt little on the public mind--is, that there 
is no one solution of the railroad proble~u, and no 
one remedy for the e ~ i l s  x~hich exist. The 1~1ob- 
l e~ t lis a vast and colnplicated one : in truth, there 
is not any one problem. There are a number of 
clifferent pro1)lems : and it is not the least of the 
inerits of this hook that it clearly distinguisl?es 
them. P e r l ~ a l ~ s  is the the best part of the bool; 
discussiorl of the most diff~cnlt of theill all, -the 
question of railroad-rates. .\Ire €ladleg- n>alres 
a plea, ul~ansmerabie in its essentials. ill favor of 
the much-maligned and nluch-abnsed principle of 
cilargirlg ' what the traffic will bear.' 

Some thlngs we have learned on these prob- 
lems ; bnt a great deal Inore ~ r ~ u s t  be learned, ond 
learned chiefly from experience, before the rail- 
road sjstern settles down into a permanent form. 
For exalnple, it is pretty well agreed, even ill this 
land of non-interference, that gorernrnellt rcgula- 
tioii in some form is deslra'r~le. hlrltost evelj 
state In the nnion has its railroad commi5sion. 
But hou7 far public interference s1,all go, is qnite 
an ope11 question. There are those who believe 
that it  s1,ould go far. and that the tendency is and 
shonld be toward eventual state ownersllip ant1 
lllanagement. German ecollomists have acloptecl 
this r ien pietty generally, ancl they have follow- 
ers in tlris country. They nlay be right ; hnt ex- 
perience up to the present time is by 110 means 
clear in f a ~ o r  of their view. Mr. Hadley, in his 
chapters on the railroacl experience of European 
conntries, ancl especially in his concluding chapter 
on the resnlts of state railroatl ~ilanagement, S~IOTI-.; 

that, e len in continental Europe, the question of 
state ra~lroads is by no settled.~ i ~ e a n s  On15 in 
Prussia is state managenlent an eitablished iact. 
and apparently a snccess. But In Prussia the con- 
elitions are peculiatly favorable ; and even there 
the future 111ust be awaited, before me can judge 
of the sjstem. How far pul?lic regnlatior can go 
nncl onght to go in this conntry, a t  the prese~lt 
tirne, is still more an open question. JIr. Hadley 
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rnust corlfess that this seeins to rile to he over- 
straining the iilatter. TVhether one considers tlle 
theory to be false, depends very much on what 
is one's conception of it. Correctly stated. the 
theory of Ricardo and of ' ort'nodou' econon~ists, 
simply s q s  that, g i ~ e n  snch and such !)reinises, 
such and such co -elusions follow. If the prem- 
ises do not correspond to facts, the tlleory does not 
apljly. Perhaps it 'breaks down ;' hut does it be- 
conle .false in theory'? No cloubt the premises 
corre511ond, in  important respecti, to facts, in a 
less degree in the case of railroads than in altoobt 
any other branch of industry. The theory, tileu, 
fail5 to apply in a correspontling degree, and n e  
rnust approaclr the econoniic problem froni other 
points of ~ i e \ q .  But Mr. Hatlley hin~self points 
out that the tlleory is hy no means ~vithont its 
lorce and application, e len in railroad matters. 
He tell5 us in one place that, "where the profitq 
of an existing concern are high wongh to tempt 
it, a colnyetitor ~vill  come into the field" (11. 10:3), 
and refers to the West shore road as a conspicu- 
ous instance. Ancl elsewhere he tells us that 
~ v l ~ e n  of TTJisconsin, by the Potter the legis!ature 
lam, fixed rates a t  unremunerative figures, rail- 
road construction stopped, facilities on existing 
roads coultl not be liept up, and the state was com- 
pelled to repeal the law. '.The la~vs of trade 
could not he riolatecl with ilnpunity " (11.135). Are 
not these applications of Bicardoan laxi~s, a t  least 
after some rough fashion? No doubt we cannot 
sol1 e all economic prol?lems by these laws, and no 
doubt, in soiiie directions. the de~elopment of in- 
dustry in rnodern tirnes requires us to apply then1 
more and rnore cautiously. Bnt me should. not 
t'lerefore throw thein entirely 01erboard, as if 
they did not yield us ally help a t  all. 

But this is a question mllich interests chiefiy the 
econo~nic4tudent : and perhaps, after all, it is only 
a qnestion of choice of language. There is no 
ground for substantial difference with what 31r. 
Hadley has to say in his chapter on competition 
and combination. There, and throughont the 

evidently believes that a federal iail~oacl cou~n~is -  bool;, are the marlis of thorongh stndy and clear- 
sion is pretty sure to conie in the fu-tnre, and be- headed thinlring. F. W. 'I'auss~c. 
lieves it to be desirable. E;nt he does not conln~it 
himself as to the extent of the powers it should 
liave, a:though he presents strong rea5ons for its 
haring, a t  least a t  first, only ad~isory,  and not 
judicial or administrative powers. 

In  his chapter on con~petitioit ancl comhmation, 
Mr. I3adley expresqes strongly his opinion that the 
econo~nic principles which apply to most foruis of 
production ancl trade do not apply to rallroatls. 
In  fact, he says that the laxi- of competition, as 
laid down by Ricarclo ancl his follow~ers, is 'false 
in theory,' so far as railroads are concerned. I 

A1.IIAVORBOOK L'OY'ICE,S. 

Reiseeril~?ter?cllyen cc?cs A l g e ~ i e n  ~ ~ n d  Von Dr. W.Tunis. 
KOBELT. Frankfurt-anl-Xai11Diesterweg, 1835. So. 

IT is curious to contrast this ponderoixs and 
thoroughly scientific work of a German plrysician 
with that of the vivacious Monsienr Melon, which 
we noticed some time ago, -the one so chatty and 
superficial, the other so dull and accurate. \Ire 
read tile Frencl~maa's book, and cast it away mith- 
out the slightest thought of erer looliing a t  it  



again. We laid Dr. Kobelt's volume aside ~ \ ~ i t l ~  constant reference to what has been written by 
the intention of referring to it  whenever :my others. The reader is distressed by a needless clat- 
thing is wanted concerning Algeria and Tun~s.  ter of controversy, which seems to indicate that 
No clonbt the Get mans 11as-e a lack of perspecti1 e. Dr. Holzapfel does not sufficiently trust his own 
To many of them a fact is a fact, to be investi- conclusions. All wllo are not actually bearing the 
gated and recorded : and thew hooks are t l ~ e ~ e f o ~ e  the chronological fray will find this book brunt of 
often wearylng in the extreme. But, after all, 
they do the work. They accomplish results 1v111cll 
neyer hare been 2nd never mill be accon~plislrecl 
by the French nlethod of grabbing at  what,erer 
is picturesque and entert'aining, and flinging the 
rest contemptuously aside. In the present volume 
the author has done his worlr conscientiously ancl 
well. Portions of it are dreary reading ; hut there 
are many interesting chapters. Especially worthy 
of nirntion are three chapters on the ethnology of 
the countries ~is i ted,  -the eighth, on Algeria and 
its inhabitants ; the eleventh, dealing with the 
Kabyles ; and the twenty-third, on the Tunisians. 
His route was vicc Marseilles ; ancl the first chap- 
ter, describing that city, is one of the very best in  
the book. In  short, American travellers x h o  in-
tend writing up their journey i t~gs would do inh ell 
to inlitate i n  some measure the methocls of Dr. 
Kobelt. The volume is well illustrated, both ~ v i t h  
photographs of scenery and of natives. It con-
tains also an appendix of consiclerable value, 
by Dr. 0. Boettger, describing the reptiles and 
aniphibia collected by the author in North Africa. 
Besides the lack of an index, the yolume is defi- 
cient in that it contains no map. This is the 
more to he regretted, as the learned doctor's route 
is by no means easy to follo~ron any but a recent 
German map of Algeria and Tunis, and recent 
German maps of those regions are to be found in 
this country only in our larger libraries. 
Xom~sche chro?zoiog?e T'on Le~pzlg,Teub-L. H o ~ z a ~ a ~ r , .  

ner ,  Ib8:. Ro. 

Ir his ' Rotnail chronology ' Dr. Holzapfel aiiris 
a t  correcting Rornan dates, as coinnlonly given, 
by a minute process, which, at least as regards the 
earliest dates, is certainly its o ~ ~ ~ n  best refutation. 
He deals also with the various Roman eras in cur- 
rent use anlong the ancients. Finally, he attempts 
to give a detailed account of " the course of tlle 
Ronlan calendar down to the time of Caesar's re-
iorm." In  1859, Theodor Mo~nmsen, guided by a 
practical good sense, which Dr. Holzapfel hardly 
possesses, dealt with all these cluestions in  111s 
' Iionlan chronology.' Though in nmny details 
Dlommsen's conclt~sions can no lo~lger be accepted, 
notably as regards the chroliological slgaificance 
of the appointment of a dictato1 cluvi fiqencli 
rnztscc, it 15 still true that hIom~nsea's bool~ is tlle 
best upon the subject. The cardlnal fault of Dr. 
Holzapfel's work is, that it is inextricably in-
comprehensible without the unr~nlitting labor of 

unrefreshing and confusing ; ancl those who are 
well read in the svhole subject may well pause 
before tormenting tl~ernsel\.es with our anthor's 
argumentations. The h04~li is conspicuously lack- 
ing in neatness of statement. Tllerc is no sense 
of proportion, no prospecti\-e. The ' peasants' 
calendar ' and the business year of ten months are 
practically ignored. And yet what coulcl be of 
tnore importance than the former, in any account 
of the conditions n~hicli made Caesar's reformed 
calenclar a possibility as well as a necessity? I t  is 
to be lamented that Dr. Ilolzapfel could not find 
time to make his book both shorter and more com- 
plete. This 'Roman chronology,' with its tediously 
paraded controversies and its sophomoric list of 
emendations, ostentatiously placed at  the end, ia 
an overgrown 'doctor's dissertation' rather than a 
desirable hook of reference. 

A 	 tezt-book of ino~gcrnic chemistry. By VICTOR 70s 
RICHTER. Authorized translatioli by Edgar F.Smith. 
2d Amerioau from the  4th German ed. Philadelphia, 
Blakisto?~,18%. 3 R o .  

THAT Professor Smith's translation of Richter's 
useFul text-book of inorganic chetnistry has passed 
to a second edition, is perhaps sufficient testimony 
to its value. &4uch has been rewritten, and some 
new matter incorporated ; hut the xvorli would 
have gained in clearness and smoothness if inore 
attention had heen paid 1,o the rendering of tlie 
sense. rather than the phraseology, of the original. 

,Spect?urn a?zal?/sis. By Sir HENRYE. ROSCOE.4th ed. by 
t h e  author and by Art,liur Schuster, Ph.D., F.R.S. 
New York,  Mncinillnn, 1888. Ko. 

THE fourtll edition of Roscoe's 'Lectures on 
spectrunl analysis,' wholly revised, allnost xvholly 
rewritten, and including concise accounts of such 
recent advances of importance in spectroscopy as 
lend themse l \~s  to popular treatment, follows 
closely the plan ant1 arraqgement of its predeces- 
sors, and appears in the same elegant guise. The 
character and scope of the work are too %%-ell 
known to need extended comment. 

ST. PETERSG URG LETTER. 
Ox the 11th of February there was a special 

meeting of the Geographical society, in honor of 
N. &I.Prjevalsky. The large hall of the BIichael 
palace, where the meeting was helcl, was crowded 
by a distinguisl~ecl audience. In  a short prelim- 
inary address, the rice-president, P. P. Semenow, 
spoke of the merits of the traveller, aud rernmded 


