
SCIE'NCE. 


In  Sintl l i t t l ~  tlctnil wus obscrvetl in al~strnct-  
irrg inlormation respecting caste. 111 tire Bom- 
bay pcsidenc)- 84% of' 1 he people a re  Ili~iclus. 
('astc i s  not disc>ussetl c1:rl)orntel~ ill t t t ~  1)i- 
gcs l  of tlrr ucnsus, I I I I ~  llscl Iiews i~icitle~rtnlly 
of Xr. Tbbelsoii a s  t o  tlic close 1-clalio11 of 
oc.c~lpation, tribe, religion. ancl caste, a rc  sus-
tniuccl hy  tlrcl rlnnnlnccl oflic.i:~l who p~epare t l  
tlrc Digest. d inong  the 200 1):rgcs of t:~blcs, 
~ I I Plahlc sltows 'C'la4s and name- of c:tst(x,' 
' Ilcretlitaly octaupation,' ratios oc.crll~icd in 
c e r t ~ i ngeneral p ~ ~ r s u i t s ,  l te~~iilrlrs, 'and,  urrdcr 
n ~ o r c  tfctinitelj I l ~ c  nnnlbc~l~s nc%ually occr~picd 
i r i  l?ursuits not hert,tlitary. Tire largc=.t castc 
is  tile ICunbi, o r  culti\rators, of thcl ;\I:rr~ttlin dis- 
tricts, n r ~ d  n e s t  the 111:iiiar ant1 Ilhctl, ntrcle:rrr 
c:~stcs, village servants. I:r:rl~~nnris and ILaj-
puts lead sociallj-. Over 830 castes arc  rcc-

I n  cliaptcr i s . ,  after stating that- the C:\vnlla 
o r  the cowhciti caste is  largest, 13rahnrin scc- 
ontl in  ~lunibcrs ,  IGtit~artlia (Irnsk):trtdrnrrr of  
lowcr 13c~ga1) t l ~ i ~ d ,  T h eMr. Be\-erlcy s a j  s,  L L  

I<ocah, ~liiio orcuyy tlir fbr~rtlt  l)lac~c, atTotold n 
st1 iliing example of t itc IVSLJ- in ~liliicfi IIinc111- 
is111 is rcplcnisl~ctl," an11 goes on to explain 
lrow n people, o~rct? with a l:lngriagc and a re- 
liqion, :IS 11~11a s  a gover~irncnl,01' its own, 112s 
been absorbeil bj  Islarrlisrrl ant( I l i ~ i d r i i s r ~ ~ ,  ill 
mlrich latter tlrr converts are, t o  all intents :tnd 
1 ~ 1 ~ p o s c s ,  I l ind~ls .  31any 11a111cb :tr c lo~v-(~:tstc~ 
given that  a re  to  be i~l terprctcd a s  occal)ntion 
or  :LS castes intercl~angcably, and hcretlity of' 
caste and of o(~~u11aCiorli i  (Ii\tinctly r ~ a ~ i ~ ( ~ t l .  
Untlcr ' Iteligion ' .\Is. T<e\crley gires  a general 
stalclnent of' absorption of ahoriginill tribes 
into TIindnisun, their ruling classcs being ah-  

the forty-page intles for ~vhich,  ~ ~ n f o r -  o y n i ~ t ~ c l ,  soll?etl illto the. narr ior  c:lste, while thc volrl- 
tunatc.ly, n as not bouiitl in tllc. copy of the  
Digest nt 11nutl. Mr. Iiorrrclillon (Hengal) 
avoitls discussion of caslc farthc.r tl lar~ it was 
nc.c.essar:y for gcric.ral tal~ul:ttion of caste cnu-
rncration. I l c  quotes thc instructions of the 
census corn~riittec o f  Irrclin in tlris :-

Wr have no liesitation ill saying tliat tl~ere is no 
part of the w o ~I; of' conipilation which prehents so 
many difficultit~s, ilivol\e% so rmxch labor, ant1 at tlie 
same tirnc~ is so ~~nsxtisfactory wl~encomplctecl, as 
the working-up of tile caste tables.'' 

nion pcol~l(' becail~c low-caitr Ziintlus. 
'I'hc ~) r inc i l~a l  hcpoint on whir11 tllerc. m:ty 

a dircr\ity of' view as  t o  caste 1)ctwccll the 
ccristls officers is a s  t o  i ts  existcnc(~:1111011g 

non-IIiutirl lleoples. 'I'hcre is no erii(c.l~c.e of  
antagonisnl in tlreir ge11er:tl T icws, ant1 i t  is 
not c1c:ir t l ~ n t  thew 1vo111d riot be esseritial 
harmony if encall wrote f t l ly  on the snl!jcc~t. 

Otllcr provinc~i:tl census rc.ports sllor~lcl short-
ly bc rc.cc.ired horn Tncli:t, t o  aid our inrc.iti-
gations. ~\ l<,ant imen e In:+y rccog~iize some 
suggestions of cast(. i r ~  tlic relt~tions of race, 

Tlrc comrniltce clit'l not c.ncourage ~n inu to  occnpation, :tritl social positioli, ainorig westc,rn 
resc:~rch a s  t o  c:irte, and i t  is only 1 ) ~ -a sort of nat io~ls .  In  rnorc t1i:tn one locality i t 1  tltc 

1\11'. I<OLI~-trois-cx:~lliiriatior~th :~ t  we c:u~ ~~ ' : t cc  Unitrd States  a lady finds tha t  llcr cook will 
dillon's views a s  conlparcd with 1\11. Ibbct-
son's. IJnder caste, however., he s1)c:iBs of 
" t h e  iriterc.st of the caste question being lnrrclr 
more ethnological than st:itistical," -the race 
itlea. 'I'lre 1:engal t:~bles de:d only n ith .ITin-
C ~ L I  castes : ' 'out Mr.  Eo~lrtiilloir tells trs, uridtlr 
' Iteligions,' that  

The 1t;rrn ' tIi~~rlrc' neither a. erec>d nor no~rdenotes 
a race, neitller a clrnrcl~ nor :t people, brtt is ;L genrr;~l
esprossion dcvoid of precision, and cmhriicirig alike 
the most pc~nctilious diseiplc of par(! Vcdaritisrn, t,lle 
agnostic youth \vho is the product of wrsterl~ educ:t- 
t ~ o r ~ ,ant1 thc semi-barbarous hillmsn who eats with- 
on1 scruple any t l~ing . . . a l~dis 3s ignorant: of the 
Ilinda Ilieology as the st,oric ~ ~ t i i c l i  11e worslri~is in 

A n d  he  q ~ ~ o t e s  al2provirigly from I I r .  Eel.- 
erley :-

So doer the ITindu religion in Bengal aisume a 
Prott.an form, from the austere rite$ practis;cd bv the 
shaven puntlits ot Naddea to tile ~dol-worsliip of the 
scrrli-harharour Boona. The Bauris . . . arc prob-
ably all of abori~in;~l aYcxtraction, but have adopt~-.ti 
thi.i, a Hind,tism,and sralcelv 
be clas~ed as otlier t,han IIindos. 

not makc :t bell, Ihc charni)ermaitl will not  
dress thc infailk, t l ~ c  nlnse will not broil 2% 

s teak, :tncl, wit11 a Ironscf111 of servnnts, 110 

one will clean tlrc clothcs, whicli a rc  sent t o  :L 

washerwoman. -tctu:~l scavengers have hardly 
higher social mmik in America than in Inclia, 
where tli~t~iriction, v:trying here with daily 
chn~igcs of wealth : ~ n d  of occnpation, bccomc. 
moultlot1 into t':lmily ant1 religious pern~anence.  

X r .  Ibbetson reminds us  tliat " TVi1li:~m 
Z'riest, .Tohl~ I i ing,  Edwarti Farmer.  arid .T:~rnes 
Smith :we hut  t11c srrrvivals i n  I~hglarid of tlic 
four Vnrnns of Alciirr." 

I',l LJllISTRIT. 

Handhooi, of rnotlern palrn~s@/. By Prof. V. DE 

311:~t.2tl ed., wit31 8 illustrations. New York, 
Thomnpion a~lclilIoreuu, pr. L1883.1 84-180 p. 
160. 

A LrIrorrclr ,Ylitten :L13pari,ntly somt>thing 

cr11iousl~ lilw a n  llonest intent,  this book is  :i 
piece of ahsrrrd c1nptr:~p.-uLter1-y irrcslcrant 
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decluctions from monstrous assumptions, afec- 
tntions of impossible learning mingled with a 
mass of mere jargoil, calculated to soiind like 
science to the vulgar. 'Vile whole nlalies such 
a farrago as ~night of itself send its n-riter to 
tlie lunatic-as! lum, in n liicll he n~onltl certainly 
pro\ e a distingoished ornament -that is, if he 
is honest in hii maclness, Still, tliosc ~ ~ l i o  ale 
mincled to fii1~1 . serlnons in stonei. and goocl 
in erery thing,' may get useft11 illntter for rc- 
Aection from it. 

First, he 1n:ty learn that the paliniqt art of 
divination is one of the oldest and nlost micle- 
spread. as mcll as the longest to s n r v i ~ e ,of 
superstitions. I t  is i)e131ial)s natiiri~l tliat men 
shonlcl try to make somrl interpret:~tions of the 
curionsly 1aiied lines of the human Ilancl. I t  
would be eaiy for a primitive people to frame 
a fancy that the likeness. ancl at tile same time 
the rariety, of the lines in the hands of men, 
had something akin to the l i l~e and the unlike 
elements of all rnon's li\ es. I t  was. perllaps, 
from the erer-present longing for light on the 
great mystery. that some one of old hit on 
the conjecture that these lines that toil gives to 
the hand were 1)rophecies of the life that tlie 
mortal mas to leacl. 'I'liere at  once s1)rang up 
systems of interpretation less apl~arently scieii-
tific than those of the astrologers, j e t  quite as 
creclihle, and winning as mrtch credence in the 
olden time ns dicl the preclictions of the star 
science. There was a great mass of supersti- 
tion of this same general nature afloat :imong all 
early peoples. Astiology, from the largeiiess 
of its claims, and the dignity of its pretended 
subject-matter, the action of the stars. has 
xlmays helcl the first place in the hierarchy 
of huinbugs, Xext comes the interpretation of 
dreams, then ciivinntions by signs, thcn 1)aliii- 
istry, ancl at  last a variety of lcss cletcrmined 
ineans of divination, -the flight of bircls, the 
aspect of their entrails, etc. MThere these 
notions have talien any strong hold npon the 
people, they have certain common featules 
that show them, one ancl all, to be the bastard 
brothers of true science. They all rest upon 
that idea of likeness in nature which precedes 
the understanding of cause ancl effect. Alan 
is alwars ready to fiiicl tlie unexplorccl clouds 
of nature ' very like a whale,' or ' backed like 
:i camel.' a t  the bidding of any olie who mill 
aff'ect superior discernment, and promise him 
to reacl the f~iture's veil. The inore lemote 
tElc likeness, the more unclisciplined men mill 
strain to note it,  and, noting, the niore implicit 
their belief in it. 

Such books as this marl< the r en~a i i~s  of the 
old truth-searching impulse, which, in its first 

acti\ e shape, gave us superstitio~ls, but n~llich, 
finally unitecl nit11 n critical sp i~ i t ,  gave 11s true 
learning. They indicxate a stronger survival of 
the old spirit of sriperstition than is co~innonly 
supposecl to continue in edrtcatecl communities. 

Ilivination has a higher pl>~cc, in the common 
mind than nlost well-trained men are clisposed 
to believe : men in orlr besl eilucatecl commu- 
nities, it is 411, as of old, a ~rcll-paicl profes- 
sion. I n  tlie leacling paper of Cambridge, 
&lass.. l~riblislied ~vithin a sto~le's throw of the 
unirersitp, a l~rofesseci diviiiator lias kept for 
Seals a large business-like and sobelly ~ % - o ~ d e d  
ad\-ertisement of his serrices. The circulation 
of this 1)apcr is ilot amot~g the lower classes : 
on tllc contrary, its principal clientele is amo~lg 
tlie more intelligent people. 'l'lie present n~riter 
is iiifor~ned that a good man^ speculators base 
their ' ftltmes ' on the predi~tiolis they obtain 
from these wizards. We have managed to 
Tal aish our hinerican people \tit11 an apl~ear-
ance of rnoderiiisln ; but our school system, 
with its iliiperfect sciciltiiic training. iilakes no 
efiticient battle against these l~ernicions relics 
of the past. I t  leaves the child rrithout that 
sense of natuial la\\ nhich alone call overthrow 
such superstitions. 

TTTe cannot clisiniss these iiltlications of a 
low state of inind rrith the grin \~ i t l i  which 
one is disposecl to treat thcm. Tliat a coasicl- 
erahle part of our people still believe in rritch- 
craft is indeed a serious matter. The machi~~r.ry 
of o m  ~norlein society rests on thr tlieory tliat 
men ale gniiled I)!- a common sense of cause 
and effect. 111 any selious turn of :ijf':iirs, 
hen action must lest on the general i*ation- 

alitx of tlie people, tllose ~ l i o  support these 
wizards nil1 llrove unfit for trust. Our syste~ll 
of ec1uc:~tion should be sliap~cl to meet this 
evil. Children should be forced to see that 
they live under a reign of lam : to leare them 
longer, n~ith nothing to check this strong inl~er- 
ent tenclency to base superstition, is to leare 
lotten timber in the ship of state. 

THE 'cold-ware ilng,' whose use has been inau- 
gurated by the signal-service durilig the past ac~t~unr i ,  
is illtentled to be displayed not orlly a t  thc regular 
stations of the signal-service, 1111t also a t  as many 
railwag-stations and post-oflices as 1)ossible. ill ot iler 
to spread the widest notice of the cornill$ ehrtnge of 
weather. The service callnot at  ptesent u~tdertalie 
to provide the flags or to pay for sperial telegrams to 
numerous local display-stations; but the  cost of the 
flags (white, six feet square, with a two-foot blacl; 
square in centre) is moderate, and cart easily be borne 


