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'rrr~Netscliill~ik Innnit, or Eskiino, h:~vcl 
been variously spoken of as Ncitscllillrili, Nct- 
schillec, N:~cl.iillee, a ~ l d  h~:~cl.iillult, by various 
writers. The rlalne coiries from Nctshtllt, or 
Neitscliulr, lnetirring the sm:~ll seal of the Arc- 
tic, and is 110 donht t h e  to their hcing t(epenc1- 
ent 11pon the seal as their staple articale of 
food. So iri~portaiit a f:~c:tor is the stomaoll of 
tlic Eskimo, in his cronorny, that his clict oRen 
deterrnines liis tribal name ; but tile signific:inc.e 
of tlic name has in I ~ L Z I I ~  r:~nislictl, citller C:LSOS 

on account of tribal rnigrtition, or tllc estinc- 
tion of the anim:~ls upon wl1ic11 they were de- 
l~cntlent. 

I founcl t l ~ c  hTctschillt~lrs,in 1879, livi~ison tlic 
l l l ~ i n l ~ l l dopposite lcing 1Yillia.m's Lautl, anti 
long tlte islancls in the vici~lity of Siinl~son's 

Strait. They mcrc most numerous along the 
northern shores of Adc1:iidc Pcninsnl:l, their 
villages being sc.:lttcred every few miles along 
this coast from ttlc Rlontrea1Isi:~ncls to Sinith's 
I'oint. Ihrther cast mcre tlic Pclly Baj  I3:ski-
mo, with mhorn the Netschillrtlis get along 
well cnougl~, and t l~rougl~ whose country some 
have migrated to IIuihson's 13%~.  l'o the solith- 
cast were the Oogtleesilr S:~lili I~nluit ,  a nearly 
extinct tribe, tlic few remaining merribers living 
a t  the I)augerous ltapids of Eacli's Ri.r er, :md 
Salmon Itapids of IIa.yes River. Eetmcen 
them :inel tlie Netschilluk, tllcre exists the 
deepest tiistrust. Iprom Smith's Point to 
&I:iclauglilin Bay, along tlie western sliore 
of Adelaide I'eninsula and in King-mili-toolr 
(llpgs' Inlet), there live tlic Ooljoolilt, or 
Oojoolrlik, wit11 wliom the Netschillults are in- 
tirnately associateti. Still farther west are the 
Riclr~elili (copper 1I:skimo) ; ancl between then1 
arid all tlie other tribcs I have mentioned, tliere 
exists open hostility, -the ouly case I lcnow 
among the whole family of Esliinio. This 
hostility, however, takes lliore the forrri of' 
s t r c~~uous  toefforts to avoid each other, t l i a ~ ~  
bring or1 collisions, thorigli occasionally sach 
do oecxur. 

The Netschilluks, in weight and stature, :ire 
above the Caucasian race. Tlic l+;skirno of 
Greenland have beer1 50 oCten tlescribed, and are 
generally so unclersized, tliat this characteristic 
has iui~wittingly been attributed to tlie whole 
race. ~Zmoilg tlie ICskimo of Xorth Iludson's 
Bay I occasionally found ti marl of e\,en con- 
spicuous size. One of these was tlie o111y fully 
grown Netschilluli on the sliore of the bay; 
antl I determined to  have liirn in r~iy sletlging- 
partv for Icing William's IA:irid, :is lie \T onld be 
a letter of introduction. Ire was nametl Jli- 

gncesilc, stood about six fect high, ancl wciglled 
pe~ltaps f+roin tmo handretl and t.vventg to two 
Ilnntlrcd ai~tl  thirty l~o~ lnds ,  oance app:~r- c~~ t l ry  
ently scrviccahlc rnuscle. IIr proved to he 
:I by 110 niea~lr escel)tional speci~nen ol' liis 
race, one wl.io111 L met sttinding over six feet 
siu incht~s. Those of shorter statnre mcre of 
cscecdingly lieavg build, with stout frtunes and 
I~road shonldcrs. A cadaverons-looliin spcci- 
Illen (fig. I ) ,  wliorn we met for the first time as 

we mcre leaving his country in November, conld 
hardly be czilletl an exception, when his story 
is told. 12s soon as t l ~ c  ice in t l ~ c  fiesli-water 
laltes is meltetl in July,  tliis tribe leaves tlic 
coast to hunt reindeer. Our friend, liavirig 
chosen a very unfrc~qucntctl sheet of water for 
liis silmnier reiriclcer-hunt, was left one day 
upor1 an island with his kialc wreclred, and, 
wlien rescuct-l Inany (lays after, was at  tlie point 
of deatli froni starvation. He was brought to 
tlic coast ill the fall, anil wlica we saw him, 
although ur~able to walk alone, had overcome 
this difficulty by lrar~iessirig a strong (log, arid 
tying tlic trace around his waist, and, with a 
long can? or sta[F, could nialic good headn~ay 
as a pcdestriar~. 

The Nctschillnks litlow riotltir~g of fire-arms. 
Tlieir bows are matle of' spl~ced pieces of musk- 
ox horn or clriftwootl, ancl cannot cornpare 
witli tliose of the American Incliaris. Their 
~ncthod of hunting reir~tlecr is to huiltl a line of 
stone monuments (fig. 2) of' about a ma11's size, 
from fifty to a liur~dred yards apart, 011 some 
ridge often two or three miles in length, n~liich 
runs obliquely (fig. 3 )  toward some large lake 
or .vvidc river. I f  a herd of reir~deer is seen 
between the line of cairns and the water, the 
natives ~Ieploy into ti skirmish line across from 
the last cairn to the river, and mall< slowly 
toward the rcir~dcer, tlieir weapons and their 
liiaks being concealed near the water's edge. 
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The reinileer, seeing their enemy, trot :tn7a-
ulitil tiler come mrithia sight of t l ~ c  piles of 
stones, when, believing themsehes to be sur-

,' 

roundcd, they take to the water. Tliell tile 
Inanit follow in tlieir kialis, anci easily orcr- 
take the bewildered animals. -4 liercl of rein- 
deer, n11ei1 onclistnrbed, will repeatedly graze 

clegree fe~nale inbnticicle. They have tlle nsnal 
sul~erstitious beliefs of samges, but are to be 
creclited nit11 lrari~lg ile~isecl a ph~s ica l  theory 
to account for a 1311~-sical phenomenon. They 
never have seen mood growing, and 0111- liliom 
i t  :I\ driftwoocl scnttcrecl on tlie shore. They 
see the logs frozen in the ice before they are 
enst u11o11 the sl io~e,  ant1 helime tlie timber to 
be a gromth oil the l~ot to i~i  of tile occa~l (fig. 
j),whicll, mlii~n it reaches to a certain height, 
is nipped off by the ice, alicl borne to tlie land. 
I t  Fvas on one of their mood-seelring trios that 
the Xetschillulrs learned so much regarding tlie 
ill-fated Franl~lin party. These trips arc a t  
rare intervals ; and TI oocl e i~o~lgh is sectwed to 

near such a line of cairns nitlioi~t any f~~r t l i e r  
notice than a few suspicions glaaces. 

Depencling as they (lo 11po11 such a prccnri- 
ous cliase. the Netschilluks are poorly clothed. 
As  they lire nearest to the pole of minimum 
tempernlure, it  is iliteresting to note their 
methods of combating the cold. Their igloos 
are the ~ a r m e s t  I saw in tile Arctic : tlicy arc 
veiy low, as s l l o ~ n  in fig. 4, t l ~ e  dottetl l ~ n e s  
indicatillg the usual height. JTitli such a 
crnrnped space, tlie heat from the laml) ancl 

from the bodies of the I~inni t  is naturally 
ecolio~nizeclto tlie utmost. 

They have nu n~~limitecls~rpply of seal nnil 
ookjoolr (great seal) oil for l2~rnp-use, n-l~ile 
they clcvo~lr enormons qiiantities of seal-
hlubher. Their consum~tion of fat, even dur- 
ing tlic summncr and aatumii montlis, when I 
saw them, was noticeably greater tlia~i tli:~t of 
other tribes. Their reputation for thieving is 
not consl~icuons, and they generally tell tlie 
truth. They treat their chilrlren well, espe-
cially the boys, but still yractise to a limited 

last for five or ten J ears, as this part of the 
country is almost destitute of game. 

'I'he Kelscllillnlis' Senr of their n ester11 neigh- 
hers n as ncll illustrated by tlicir reception of 
our l ) a ~ t ~ .  soon ns they rli5cor e~e i l  us As 
approaclling. the women ant1 clrildren nit hclrem 
to the snow-huts. 1~11ile tile iile~i fo r~ne~ l  iii line 
with drnnn I)o~\s.  one arrow fixed, and the 
whole qniver X)roaght alouncl in con~e~ i i en t  
~os i t i on  for the use of tile olliers. At 
guide's reqrlest, I filed n g ~ ~ i i  ill tlie air to illow 
theni that vre Jrere mliite inen : this seemed to 
frigl~ten them more than ever. At  last an old 
nonlan XTas sent f o r ~ ~ a r d  meet Ikgueesik, to 
n~llomI liacl directecl to go townlcl tlieni ; and 

i' . 
PI&.a. 

the poor olcl hag came forward, trembliilg, 
with a pel-feet bewilderment of volubilitj to 
strcngtlien her fast-failing courage. 
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111 t l ~ e i r  marriage relations I found but little 
difference from those of Esliinlo better known. 
T h e  marriage co~ltract  is arrangcd early in life 
by tlir pal-ents, altlio~igli Iligueesili bought a 
wife for liis n e a ~ l y  grown brother, who was 
also of my party, for tile consicleratio~l of a 
whaler's jack-knife. 

'I'heir pugilistic encorulters generally talce 
place between the 'bes t  men '  of different vil- 
lages, and  especially of different tribes, so  tllat 
all my Eskimo were l~rolnpt lg clialleuged ; but  
being feather weights, compaied with these 
giants, I interfered. Their fights are  managed 
sorriemhat in tliis way : one of the combatants, 
sitt ing or  standing, leans forward with both 
hancls o r  elbows resting on liis linees, when his 
opponent, wit11 clinched fist, d e d s  him such a 
7r3low on the sicle of the lleacl a s  he may see fit, 
the first strolie being usually comparatively 
light. No.  P tile11 takes his turn in  leaning 
forward, and No. 1deals liim a blow, g c n e r a l l ~  
a little l i e a ~ i e r  than tliat he has jnst received. 
This  operation goes on until one or the other 
is  either Sinocked senseless, or rel~clerecl help- 
less from sheer eshaustiori. 

Another clanger threatening the ilntires of 
lnx party was no less tllail tbe tmdertaking to 
assassinate one of thern, o r  possibly n white 
Inan, shoulcl circumstances fnvor. F n n ~ i l y  
feucls are not  unfrequent ; and,  when a cleat11 
results. every male relative of tlie murtlcrecl 
man feels bound to avenge the death by Billing 
some man of the offencling tribe, the innrderer 
o r  some near relative being prefcrnhle. This  
vengeance may be postpouecl :~lmost inrlefi~lite- 
ly, nnd frie~lclly socinl relations rnn i~~ta ined; 
but ,  slow a s  i t  is,  i t  is snre t o  come, sootier 
or Inter. 

1 hnoe knonrn oiie of these mnrderers t o  
coolly take u p  his residence among his ene-
mies. ant1 t o  all intents and purposes bc a s  one 
of them. Among tlie N e t s c l ~ i l l ~ ~ k s  a t  the last 
camp we visited as n pon~crfiilly built speci- 
men oE liis tribe, Toolooah by name. 3Iany 
years before, --so maliy that  he coulcl not 
coiult them on liis fingers, ancl therefore could 
not tell how mnag, -a  relative of his hnrl 
fallell n victim a t  the lrands of a n  I\villilr, and 
had not yet  bcen a-\engecl. Although there 
was not a n  Iwillilr among us, still my own 
Esliiino felt that any of us  might fa11 to atone 
for this ancient crime. Tliey told me tha t  
they felt satisfied that  many of the natives 
who watclled our sledge-loading the morning 
we left liad long lrnives secreted in  tlieir 
sleeves. should they ilced t o  defencl the  Net-  
schillclk Toolooah, who still persisted in  his 
idea of reyenge, shonl(1 opl?ortunity offer. 

But  the sight of our many and wonderful 
~veapons f'rightenecl him into a peaceful atti-
tucle. Singularly, these feuds n e w r  swell into 
tribal wars. Flzc~c~trcri-SCFIW~~TI~A. 

ITOW THE PXOBLEJTS O F  AlllERZCAN 

d ArTIIIZOPOLOGY P11ESENT T H E M - 

SELVES TO THE ELVGLISH 4 i I N D . l  


I IIAVE seldom, ladies ant1 gentlemen, felt myself 
i11 a rnore difficult positiorl than I do a t  this mornent. 
Yesterday ~norning, when me returned from an expe- 
dition out into the far west, -an  expetlitiori which 
your presiderit was to have joined, but wliich, to our 
great regret, he  was obliged to give up, -I heard tliat 
at  this meeting of the Anthropological society of 
Washii~glonI should be called upon to make, not 
merely a five-minutes' speech, but a subst,antive ad- 
dress; and since that  time my niind has beell almost 
entirely fllll of the new t,hi~igs that I have been see- 
ing and hearing in the domain of anthropology in this 
city. I have been seeing the working of that un-
exai~ipled institntion, tlie Bureau of ethnology, ancl 
studying the collections which, in corlnectiori with 
the Sinithsonian institution, have been brought i n  
from the rnost distant quarters of the continent; arid 
after that, i n  odd rnome~i t ,~ ,  I hare  turued i t  over in 
illy mind, What can I possibly say to the Anthropo- 
logical society when I ain called upon to face them 
at thirty-six hours! notice? I vil l  riot apologize: I 
will do the best I can. 

I quite ur~derstarld that Major Powell, who is a 
man who generally has a good reason for every thing 
that he does, llad a good reason for desiring that an  
anthropologist froni Ei~glnnd should say something 
as to the present state of the new and growing sci- 
ence in England as coinpared ~vit l i  its condition in 
America, -for believing tbat  some conimunication 
wo11ld be acceptable between tlie old country and the 
new, up011 a s~ i l~ j ec t  Fvhere the  irillabitants of both 
have so rnucli interest in cornmori, and can render to  
one ai~ot,her so much service in the clirection of their 
nrorl;. And therefore I take it tliat I am to say be- 
fore you this evening, withont elaborate oratory and 
without even careful language, how the problems of 
American a~rthropology present themselves to the 
English mind. 

Now, olie of the things that Iias strncl; rrie most in 
America, from the aathropological point of view, is 
a certain elenlent of old-fashioiicdness. I ineail old- 
fashionedness in the strictest sense of the word, -
an old-fashio~ied~iess which goes back to tlle time of 
the colonization of America. Since tlie Stnart time, 
though America, on the whole, has become a country 
of most rapid progress i n  developrner~t as coinpnred 
with otlier districts of the world, there has prevailed 
in certain parts of i t  a conservatism of even a n  
intense character. I11 districts of the oldev states, 
away f~ ,om the centres of popnlntion, thing3 that  
are old-fashioned to moclern Europe have held their 

A lccture dclircred by Dr. EDWARDB. TYLORbefore the 
Anth~opologicnlsociety of \17xshingtun, Oct. 11, 1884. 


