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Ergot nectar. 
During the past summer I received a kind of grass 

from several of the northern states, which was sent 
me under the name of manna-grass. I t  proved to be 
Glycerin fuitans. I t  was stated that the bees were 
gathering large quantities of very delicious horley 
from this grass. I could readily believe tlie report, as 
the  grass was covered with sniall crystals, as if it might 
have been wet, and dipped illto gm~lnlatecl sugar. 
This sugar was very sweet and pleasant; and I have 
no doubt, that, like the nectar from Aphides, i t  ~vonld 
be ~vholesome winter food for bees, and no injury in 
honey for the marliet. The bees expressed the same 
opinion, as I learrl that  they wonld not leave this 
grass even for clover or linden bloom. 

Upon examination, I found that the grass mas 
covered with ergot grains, and that  the nectar was a 
secretion frorn this poisonous fungus. 

We see, then, that  ever1 the lioisonous ergot, which 
I believe some of our best veterinary scholars thinli 
caused the so-called ' foot and nlouth disease' among 
the cattle of Karlsas last winter, has its wholesome 
uses. Why the ergot secretes this pleasant sweet, is 
hard to answer. The nectar, doubtless, serves the 
flmgus in some way. A. J .  COOK. 

Agricultural college, Michigan, 

Nov. 25. 


7'NIZ ' OLD STONE ATILL ',' A 1' NE WI'OR 2'. 

FIXIIINGmyself in Newport lately, I toolr 
occasion to make some measurements upon 
that old circular building about whose origiil 
(wlicti.~er Ellglisll or Norse) there has been so 
much dispute. I have not the sliglitest title 
t o  an opinion upon that subject, in  which I have 
only a metrological concera. The building is 
circular. and rests upon eight cjlindrical pil- 
lars. It is of such B size that any one would 
say, before measuring it,  that the pillars would 
be circ~uinscribedby a circle of fonr yards 
raclius, anrl inscribed by oile of thrce yards 
raclius. The builcliilg co~ild not have bccn 
erected without a draning to scale, so that a 
unit of length must have been employed, anc3 
that unit (whcthcr Norscnien or 1i;nglish were 
the builders) mould uadoubteclly be :z foot. 
The Icelaiidic foot was, I take it,  the same 
as Dci~marli ailil the Scanclinavinii couiitries 
used up to the ailoption of the metric s ~ s t c i n  ; 
that is to say. it coiliuiclcd with the Prussian 
foot of 12.36 inches English. 

I ihuiicl the diameters of the structure, mcas- 
urecl a t  tllc pillars, as follo~rs : -
larorn or~ t~ ic ie  to outside of the 

sbnfts. E o t ~ ~ e e ntlrc inward sides. 
24 feet 8 inci~cs.  18 feet G inelleu. 
24 " 8 " 18 " 5 " 
2 4 "  9 " 18 " 4 " 
24 " i ' 4  1s " 5 " 

-- -- - ~ 

Mean . . 24 feet 8 inches. Ilea11 . . 18 feet 5 inches. 

I thii~li.there call be little question that these 
lengths were meant to be 24 and 18 of the f'eet 

~isecl. Ea t  supposing that 1 ought to have 
gone, say, farther out for the outer diameter 
(for instance, as far as the bases of the pillars 
extend), then I ought to have cat off the iater- 
nal measure by the snrr~e amouut ; so that tlie 
mean of the two measures that I have talrea i s  
allnost certainly 21 of the origir~al feet. This 
niean is 21 feet 64 inclles, whicl~, dividecl by 21, 
gives 12.31 i~iches as  the length of the foot 
used. Resides the two lengths just mentioned, 
I fo~rnd 110 other of sufficient magiiitnde. 
which I conlcl conveniently measure, except the 
heights of the pillars. These appear to bc 
intended to be S feet from tlie top of the base 
to the npper side of the cap-stones. T l ~ clatter 
are 6 inches thicli, as well as I could judgc, 
l c a ~ i i ~ g'7Q feet for the height between the base 
aiid capital. This coulcl reaclily be measureti 
with a tape-line, anct was nieasured on the in- 
sicles of the pillars a t  two places on each pil- 
lar, -one a t  the right, and thc other a t  the 
left. The following are the results :-

South n1;ch. TITest arcli. 

arch. arch. arch. arch. 

arch. Nortli arch. 

The mean of these is 7 feet 83  incl~es; but 
the two south-west pillars are so different from 
the others, thnt I think it is more satisfactory 
to adopt tlic micldlii~g heights. Excluding, 
then, tlie two highest and two shortest pillars, 
the othtxrs measure 

7 feet S inclics. 
7 " 8: " 

7 " 82 6' 

7 " 79 " 
~.~~ -.- ~~---

hfexn . . 7 feet 3: i l i ehe~ .  

Outer Ti~nor 
rliameter. diaoieter. 

Frrsnrne(1 intentional ) 24 ft, 
metisure, ill. 18 ft. 0 in. 

Same iir English feet, 
18 " 5.6  " 

G~lglisll inclics, 
Same, if foot I I - E ~N ~ S  

t h c  Scandiir:rvi;ul jq4,, 8,6  
foot of 12.36 Englisli ' 18 " 6.5 " 
inches, 1 

Observeil . . . . . '24 " 8 " 18 " 5 " 

I made some other measures, which, though 
1tliiilli them of 110 v:zlue for determining the 
\ alue of tllc foot, I proceed to  give. 

The  tape-line is lii.1ieveil to require about half an inch negil- 
tivc correction for :ill the measures. l'his has not been applied, 
as I have been unnblr to obtain the tape to verify the correction. ~' 
I n  any case, such a correction is negligible In measuring so rongli 
a structure. 


