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of Greenwich, Berlin, Paris, and Washineton, resl)ec- -
tively. 

In German geographical maps the meridian of Ferro 
is nsed, for the most part, ~vliile this meridian does 
not pass through the island of Ferro at  all. The 
so-called meridian of Ferro is assumed to be exactly 
20° vest  from Paris, ~vhile the island is only 1 7 O  50' 
west from Paris. 

The new topographical maps of the Prassian laad- 
survey are based on the assumption that the Derlirl 
obser~atory is 31° 3' 41.25" east from Ferro meridian, 
while more recent telegraphic determinations place 
tile Eerlin meridian 11°3' 27.9'' from Paris. 

It is to be hoped that tile result of the conference 
will not be a new international meridian, inconven- 
ient at  first for all nations alike. 

HORACEAsnnsms. 
Albany, X.P.,Oct. 11. 

P S Y C N I C A L  RESEAIZCH IN AXERICA.  

THEadjective ' psychical ' has come, throng11 
the use made of it by the English Society for 
psychical research, to be the label for a special 
class or group of phenoniena, which to the 
unthinking are outright ~nnrvellous, even awe- 
some, and to the thoughtf~~l,  either interesting 
or incredible, accordii~g to the individual men- 
tal czist. A few English scientific men believed 
that behind all the jugglery and deception of 
spiritualism there lu~lied a foundation of real- 
ity, perhaps grossly misinterpreted, but still of 
reality. That belief lecl to the formation of the 
active society namecl aborc, the worli of which 
has alreacl- been notieecl in Science (iv. 40). 

The evidence pnblishecl by this society goes 
to show that theye are a number of more or 
less r:ue psj chologicnl effects which are most 
singular, and so l~nlilre what the orthodox psy- 
chology of the day admits, that no explanation 
of them can xet be ofrered. The effects are 
mysterious not only as to their cause, but also 
as to their nature. One of them, hypnotism, 
was still scoffecl at  by the sensible until within 
a few years, but is now by common consent 
admitted eren into the society of the best 
phenomena. Another of them, thonglit-trans- 
ference, is still begging for a general acknowl- 
cilgment of its good standing, for there are 
those who arow their own wisrlom throng11 the 
anno~lilceme~ltof an unreasoned disbelief in 
the transmission of thought from one person 
to another by any except the ordinary clian- 
nels : if the transniission appear to occur, it 

is to be e s p l a i ~ ~ e d  sayby some trickery, -so 
these persons, and they have done with the 
matter. Now, among others of less preju-
diced opinion are a number of American 
scientific men of acknowledged ability and 
unquestioned integrity, who maintail: that the 
evidence in regard to this and other psychical 
phenomena cannot be thus set aside by a rzigue 
general accusation, but calls for further and 
more rigid investigation. 

Prompted by the enthusiasn~ and suggestions 
of Prof. W. F. Darrett, one of the most active 
members of the English society, and supported 
by their conviction of the serious nature and 
value of psychicnl inquiries, the gentlemen 
alluded to above have decided to f irm an 
American psgchical society to promote syste- 
matic study of the obscure and abnormal facts 
alleged to exist by trustnrorthy observers. 

They join in this enterprise cautiously, hav- 
ing previously satisfied theinselves that the tes- 
timony is so good that i t  must be received as 
raising a series of problems, to settle which 
would be interesting and important. The 
occurrence of thought-transference is naturally 
met at  first by sober minds with increclulity ; 
but, now the evidence on the subject is pub- 
lisliecl, mere increclulity no longer suffices : 
either to prove or to disprove the reality of the 
transference would be equally desirable. If  it 
he an error, it should be uninaskecl: if it be a 
reality, the discovery must appear to us momen- 
tous. I n  any case, there is a plain and inter- 
esting scientific duty to be performed. 

Psychical researcll is distasteful to some 
persons ; for it touches upon sl~iritualism, and 
to them scerns akin to it. Now, spiritualism 
is an evil in the world, -in America it is a 
subtle and stupendous e ~ i l ;  a secret and un-
aclinowledged poison in many minds, a con-
fessed disease in others, -a disease which is 
sometimes more repulsive to the untainted 
than leprosy. Spiritualism has two supports, 
-the first trickery and deceit, the secolld the 
obscurity and inexplicableness of certain psy- 
chological processes and states. I t  is rational 
to hope that the first support without the second 
would soon lose its influence. The strength 
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of spiritualism is protected by t l ~ e  utter mystery 
n~hich screens certain mental and nervous con- 
ditions froin the light of explanation. As of 
others, so the basis also of this superstition is, 
in one word, ignorm~ce. 

To those gifted with a clearer intelligence 
ancl purer moral sense, tliere is a moral duty in 
one aspect of the proposed studies. A hope 
that psychieal research m q  liberate 11s from a 
baneful slrlserstition is a stimulns to inaugurate 
tile worli of tlie Aine~ican society ; yet a scien- 
tific 1lla11 cannot ca lc~~la te  all the after-effects 
of l ~ i s  labor, but must toil for the trnth wit11 
blind de~ot ion.  I t  will l)e the endearor of 
the new society to ascertain the t n ~ t h  in rr-
garcl to tlie alleged psycl~ical pl~eiioinena. by 
means of experiments of unquestionit1)le ac-
curacy, conducted with unprejudiced it~cle-
pendenc~: it mill try to steer safely l)etwec!i 
the Scyllst of scofing :1nd tlle C'llnrj bclis of' 
charlatan spiiitunlisul. 

Tlie names of the present lcn~lcis of tlic 

that tlle inrestigntions will be Ilioroagli nnd 
scrions : we shall a~irait tlieir onzconle 11 itlr 
great interest, and n.e hope, meanwhile. that tile 
society will receive liberal public sa1)port nnd 
encourage~nent. 

Xow that tlie resalt of the ~irctic sojourn of 
tlle rarions parties is determined, so far as 
cSoncerns tlie safety of their p~rsonnel,and the 
liianner in which they n7ere a l~le  to carrj out 
the p1og1tinin1e of the internntionnl coil~mission. 
it ni:ly hc interesting fhr the rcaders of Science 
to briefly review the nrl~ole topic. Including 
Finlaiiil. ten countlies p:rrticsipated in tlie worli ; 
nainelj , German) , tlie Ui~itecl States. Den- 
~narlc. Austria, Sweden, Norma) . Kussia, the 
Setherlands, Russian Finland, ancl France. 
Iqifteen primary stations were contemplated. 
of wliic11 two in the soutllern. and twelre in 
the nortl~ern, hemisphere wercA succ8ssfully 
established, all of which, it is believed, carrietl 
out t l ~ e  ohserrations prescribed lop the com-
mission. The several stations nTere as Sol-
iou :-

I .  Disco\ erx II:lrbor, Lady Franklin Bay, 
cstablisliecl by the Unitetl States. The party 

are a sufficic~nt g ~ ~ a r a n t , ~  I I I ~ Tenlent in A ~ ~ i e ~ i c a  under ('apt. 11'. 8. Sehle,~.r .S .S . .  in the sl~ips 

coi~sisted of Lieut, A .  IV. Greelj , LT.S.A., 
assisted 1,- Lieuts. Iiislingburr and Loclcn~ooil ; 
nstronorner Edward Israel ; Octave I'a~-y, 
ilI.D., surgeon ; two l3skiino hunters ; fbul 
signal-corps observers, 2nd fourteen petty 
officers and enlisted men. This especlitio~a 
left St. John's, Nen~founcllancl, Jnly 7. 1881 ; 
arrived at  1)iseo. July 17, an(1 at  their statioli, 
which was named Fort Conger, Aug. 12 .  The 
~osi t ion  of tlie station is approsimatel~ lat i t~~cle 
81" 20r,  longitude 64" 58' west of Grceiin ich. 
The Proteus, after landing the part^- and stores, 
snilecl on lier return about hug .  26. I<forts 
mere macle to reach this station in 1682 1)ya 
party oil tlie steainer Keptnne, a11d in 1883 
by one on the Proteas, but both failed in the 
nttelnl~t;  nor wns a suit:tblj large h~111plj of 
pro\-isions 1:inclecl for the s u ~ p o r t  of a rctre:it-
iilg party n he11 opportnnity offered. A n q .  !I, 
1,983, tlie observations having been carrietl oil 
sncccssfull,~, the party in goocl coilclitioi~ re- 
treated to the vicinity of ('ape Sabine, find- 
ing nil iasuliicient supply of provisions nnia 
no rescuing party. The melancholy reqult 
ileccl not be recapitulatecl. 1,ient. (;rcely anti 
s i r  men. one of nrhom aftermartl died, were 
rcsc~ied Jr111e 22. 188-1, by the relief espeditio~n 

'L'lletis aild Bear. Tile rc~naintler perislied 
of n:~nt and csposurc. exccpt onc Inan shot for 
theft and 111utiny, ni~il one 1Sski1no accidentally 
drowned. The exact statc of t l ~ e  iec'ords of 
this expedition has not bcen made p~tblic : but 
it is believed that the iuternational programme 
n-:ts carriecl out. while a lui.ge nmounl of valn- 
tll~le geograpllical ki~owleilge as attained. 

2. Kingara Fiord, C'nniber1:tncl Inlet. in lat- 
itnde 66" 3Gf, longit~tde AS0 1:)' west of Green- 
micli, established 711 the German SOT eriunent. 
This espedition, coinmanded by I )r. TIT. 
Giese, sailed from llaaihnrg, June 27, 1882, 
aild ariivecl at its destin:ttion, Ang. 12  ; t l ~ e  
\essel returiliilp Segt. 8, tile ~*egnlar n-orlc of 
tile station liarii~g begun the previous d a ~  , anc4 
all the observations in good rnnniag order 11y 
Scpt. 13. The eul)eciition returned to Gcr-
many in Bugr~st, 1883. having carried out the 
internatioiinl p~,ograliliile, and obtaineil \ alu-
able etlinological i~lformation in regnrtl to the 
li:sl<irnos. withont lxlishap 01.serious illness of" 
:lily of the pz~rtj.. 

3. Sain ,  Ltil)racIor. in latit~lcle 56' 30', loll-
gitude 62" Of west of Greenwich, establishccl 
llnilcr direction of Dr. R. lioch by the (>erman 
go\ ernrnent. The doctor left Ilarnharg, July 
7, 1882, nmiving in Labrador, Ang. 10. Fi re  
auxiliary stations were established by the 
co-operation of the &foravian missionaries, arid 


