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work Ilas been tile descsrit of the 3Iissott1.i River in a 
' 3lackin:~w' ( a  sort of flat, bunt) from Fort  13c1ilori to 
Bismarck by a party of geologists, consisl.ing of Dr. 
C. A. \Vi~itc, SIr. J. G. SS;~rcou, and Xr. Lesl.er F. 
Ward, wit11 one assistant, for the express purpose 
of geological and 1~alcontological study. 

The  di.;taiice, accortlillg tcj steanibozl scliedrrle, is 
1,0319miles; and thirtj- ~lnys (hng.  22 to Sept. 90) Tvere 
co~lsulned in tilo journey. A large part of the territory 
passed t,l~rongh is occt~pietl hy Inclian reservations; 
ant1 tllerc is no white l?o~~ula t ion  betn'een Rel~lon nricl 
Poi?lar Creel< A~.e~-icp, t,lie lirst l?ost,-ofEcc, -a ilist;~~icc .. . 

of 507 nlilee. 'Pile river is x1 .y  low a t  this season of 
the year; an6 the enrre i~t  \vas correspondingip slug- 
gish, thongil stiil 1lui6e rapid enougil in some places. 
Progress was farther iinpecled by shoals, bass, and 
heat1 winds; anil consiclernble time was, of course, 
occul~irxtl in climbing arlil exanlining tho :~cljacent 
hlnffd n t~d  mountains. 

Tlie geology of this region, as all I~now, is rery 
irlteresti~ig; and the trip is believed to Il;tvc lhron-11 
mriel~light upon sowe of its leading prvble~iis. Tlie 
results of the esljeditiol~ .sill, of course, be ntiicin!tv 
llinde itnown in clue tirrle by the sever;tl parties pur- 
ticipating, ~ 1 1 o  hare  hroi~glit, v i t b  thein arilplc data, 
both iri the forrn of note3 ancl specimens. 
-1\11,.G. IZrown Goodo arrived in Washington on 

the Pd inst. fro111 Londo~i. 
--Iicpresentntives of nearl5- all the bra~lchcs of tIie 

~rest,ern srirveFs llave retnrlied to  T'xshi~igion. Dr. 
C. A. \J7hite reports linririg explored a, gveat niunlber 
of mi!es of the upper Siissouri in :t ro!?--ho:r.t, being 
engaged in eonfirining hisextencling ~ ~ l t l  previous 
observ:ltions of the fonl~:~tioas.  

-'Dire winter session of the Philosopl~icill society 
of \J7aslii~~gton A considera-opens 011th~! 18th inst. 
ble llunllter of conlnlunicslioils different,on ~vi~-lclg 
topics nrc in reaiiil~ess. Giologic:%I pnpers :].re not 
nntut.roua. The Dinlogical sociel,y ~ ~ i i i  probably he- 
gin iis session oli the  19th inst. It is possible that 
ncgo1i:rtions for the f'orl~iatiotl of a Wasliinglo~l acatl- 
eniy of st*iences will be operleil for a secolltl tittle this 
T~rintey, Iir~t with ~~-1l :~t  arlereas i t  is i~npossible :11 
present to say. I t  seerrls t,o he geiicmliy colrsiclered 
that. an acadcniy 11.ou1d be desirable. hut  there is liitlc 
a-reemcnt relai , i~cto  S h c  proper 1i;zsis of 1111ic1i Ile- 
tween tiic csisting societies. 

-Prof. I<. A. Zitlei of 3S~nlicit is viriting this 
couiitry, and -rill prol)ni)ly be in \Yasllingtoi~ cli~rly iit 
this mor~th. 

- A t  tlie first a n t u ~ n n  ~neeting of the 13osii-IIL so-
ciety of 11atnrn.1 Ilistory? Oci. :3, 3Ir. F. \J7. 1'~ttn;trn 
gave all acconnt of tlic great serpent,-niouiid ill Ailanis 
curmty, O., nrirl of some other iineienr, ~ o f l i sin Wis- 
consin aiid Ohio cvalninctl cluri~lg the pas: aai!i-
1IlCr. 
-Tilt: hl)pnlncllia,n moniltain-club comnnencr.cl its 

Doston riiretinqs on tlic 10t,lr, wlierl pal)ors wcrc road 
on tile 1;oute Salvan, by Selfill EIoa-ell; on a trip 
oycr Osct~ola, the 'rniil Jiouiltni11 ratlqr, ant1 Gar- 
fielcl, b~ W.L. I10opi:r: and on nn exp?!orntion of the 
Trareller 3fo~mtain.an($ tlio ;~enclwaters of S1:tttagn-
mon River, by G. IT. Witlirrle. 
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