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intentioned people in Russia, North Korea,
and Iraq. French officials were outraged to be
included in such company.

The Post story reported that the assessment
came from the Central Intelligence Agency’s
Weapons Intelligence, Nonproliferation and
Arms Control Center, which had “high but not
very high” confidence in its information about
France. One high-level source confirmed to
Science that the story accurately reflected the
content of the intelligence reports. (And 2
months earlier, U.S. Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Tommy Thompson, in a little-
noted 4 September Post story, said, “We can
speculate” that France has the virus.) But sev-
eral experts questioned the accuracy of the re-
ports themselves. D. A. Henderson, who head-
ed WHO’s smallpox eradication program and
now advises the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services on bioterrorism, says, for
example, “I know of no information that would
indicate to me that it was being retained [by
France]” He adds: “Tt is not impossible that
someone provided information about ‘small-
pox,” not realizing that ‘smallpox vaccine’ is
quite another virus. This has happened before.”

The Post story itself noted that some Ad-
ministration officials were alarmed that
France had been included in the list. As the
story said, France holds a key United Na-
tions Security Council seat and “is the linch-
pin of U.S. diplomatic efforts to establish a
legal basis for war with Iraq.” (France did
end up joining other members in approving
a UN. Security resolution that forces Iraq to
disarm or face “serious consequences.”)

Apart from the alleged French connection,
the leaked information could influence intense
discussions now raging in the Administration
about how widely the U.S. government should
distribute smallpox vaccines, which can pro-
duce severe side effects. “It’s designed to in-
crease the level of anxiety and to influence the
opinion of people who are conservative [about
mass vaccinations],” complains Kenneth
Shine, former president of the Institute of
Medicine and now head of the newly formed
RAND Center for Do-
mestic and International
Health Security in Ar-
lington, Virginia.

One wing of the
Bush Administration
has pushed to make the
vaccine available to
anyone who wants it,
whereas another has
urged the more cautious
approach of vaccinating
only health care work-
ers and other “first-line
responders” in the case
of a bioattack with the
virus. Insiders expected
a final decision several
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weeks ago, but indecision has prevailed as
the White House continues to wrestle with
the possibility that mass smallpox vaccina-
tion could do more harm than an actual
bioattack with this vanquished killer.

—JON COHEN

SPACE STATION

Report Boosts Work

In Physical Sciences

Physical scientists are striking back. A panel
convened by the National Research Council
(NRC) argues that areas such as fundamen-
tal physics and materials science deserve a
prominent place on the international space
station alongside experiments in the life sci-
ences. That message is somewhat at odds
with tentative NASA plans to revamp re-
search on the orbiting laboratory.

The panel’s report, requested by NASA
2 years ago and submitted last week, promises
to ratchet up the competition among different
disciplines scrambling for limited time, space,
and funding on the station. NRC moved up
the report’s release in the hope of influencing
NASA’s 2004 budget request, now under re-
view by the White House. “This gives me am-
munition to try and grow the program,” says
Eugene Trinh, who heads the agency’s physi-
cal sciences division. Other physical scientists
say the NRC study could help rescue their dis-
cipline from second-class status.

The 15-member panel rated fundamental
physics, low-temperature, and precision clock
experiments among the most important areas
to pursue and those likely to have the highest
impact; the collection of thermophysical data
on liquids in microgravity was ranked near
the bottom. Panel members—a majority of
whom do not receive NASA funding—say
they were impressed by a dramatic increase
recently in the quality of both the investiga-
tors and the results from recent space experi-
ments. “It is clear this research is contributing
to a broader field, although most people don’t

Physical evidence. A Russian cosmonaut adjusts instruments to
study external particles that might threaten the space station.
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Venus Rising Europe’s mission to
Venus is back on track. The European
Space Agency (ESA) last week gave Venus
Express the go-ahead for a 2005 launch
after managers swallowed an $8.5 mil-
lion shortfall in Italy’s contribution.

Last May, budget and scheduling prob-
lems prompted David Southwood, ESA’s
director of science, to cancel the $160
million probe of the veiled planet’s at-
mosphere, magnetic field, and geology.
But officials resurrected it a month later
after an outcry from
scientists—and de-
spite doubts that the
Italian Space Agency
could meet its finan-
cial commitment (Sci-
ence, 19 July, p. 317).

ESA has now de-
cided to cover the
deficit, leaving Italy
to chip in spare parts for instruments it
has built. The deal smoothes the way
for Venus Express to become the sole
space mission to Earth’s neighboring
planet until 2009, when Japan plans to
launch its Planet C probe.

At the Speed of IT The National
Academies are sometimes accused of
being so slow that their reports are out-
of-date by the time they appear. Last
week, the authors of a new study on in-
formation technology (IT) admitted that,
in their case, the critics are right. The ad-
mission served to make their point about
how universities must do a better job of
keeping up with the rapid pace of IT
changes and to launch an effort to foster
discussions about ways to do so.

“This report is probably the least im-
portant thing we're doing,” confesses
James Duderstadt, chair of an effort begun
nearly 3 years ago to assess how high-
speed computing and communications are
changing academia, from teaching intro-
ductory courses to managing the books.
The report, IT and the Future of the Re-
search University, was launched at the
height of the economic boom, when IT
prophets were forecasting the demise of
traditional learning.

Although that hasn't happened, the re-
port warns institutions that “procrastina-
tion and inaction are dangerous courses” of
action. Instead, says Duderstadt, president
emeritus of the University of Michigan,
the academies’ Government-University-
Industry Research Roundtable will begin
“an ongoing dialogue” to help universities
“protect their capacity to produce the tal-
ent and knowledge this nation needs.”
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know the microgravity program exists,” says
Peter Voorhees, chair of the panel and a mate-
rials researcher at Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois.

The report appears to contradict one re-
leased in July that strongly emphasized biolo-
gy and applied materials research such as
combustion and de-emphasized fundamental
physics. That panel, formed by NASA Ad-
ministrator Sean O’Keefe and chaired by
Columbia University endocrinologist Rae Sil-
ver, triggered dissents by several physical sci-
entists on the panel who complained that
their views had not been taken seriously (Sci-
ence, 19 July, p. 316). “The conclusion of the
[Silver report] is what biologists think, not
what physical scientists think,” says Voorhees.

NASA officials say that physical scientists
have overreacted to the Silver report. “We have
very good opportunities coming up,” notes
Trinh, pointing out that physical scientists have
been given about half the experiment slots on
the station (and another 20% or so for com-
mercial materials work). Trinh insists that there
are no contradictions between the NRC study;,
which dealt with detailed research areas, and
the Silver report, which covered the entire
range of science. —ANDREW LAWLER

SEISMOLOGY

Whole Lotta Shakin’in
Alaska, as Predicted

Predicting anything about earthquakes is
fraught with uncertainty today, but 30 years
ago it was a nightmare. So seismologists at
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) found
themselves out on a limb in
the early 1970s when they
insisted that a quake could
shake the proposed trans-
Alaska oil pipeline far more
violently than engineers
were assuming. Eventually,
the seismologists got their
way, and the pipeline was
engineered to be more
quake-resistant. Last week’s
temblor—the most power-
ful ever known to occur on
U.S. soil—cut right beneath
the pipeline, justifying the
seismologists’ concerns.
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1280-kilometer pipe across some of the
wildest country in the world. Drawing pri-
marily on skimpy geological evidence and
one large earthquake that struck the region in
1912, USGS seismologists inferred that the
Denali fault—which sliced across the pro-
posed pipeline route in central Alaska—could
unleash a magnitude 8.0 quake. Not a bad es-
timate: Last week’s temblor measured 7.9.

But the contentious issue between USGS
seismologists and some engineers in the de-
bate over the pipeline’s potential environmental
impact was how strongly such a quake would
shake the ground near the fault. Seismologists
had just gotten their best measurements yet of
ground shaking anywhere near a large, ruptur-
ing fault during the 1971 San Fernando earth-
quake in California. The results were sobering.
“All I knew was that the ground was shaking
harder than the earthquake engineers had been
expecting,” says Page. Whether a Denali quake
would work the same way and severely test
conventional designs remained in contention;
at stake was an $8 billion project—the world’s
largest privately funded project at the time—as
well as the design standards for nuclear power
plants on the seismically hazardous West
Coast. But in the end, USGS seismologists
were allowed to set a demanding seismic stan-
dard for the pipeline, and engineers designed
kinks into the pipe so it could compress, ex-
tend, and slide sideways on Teflon-coated pads
without failing,

And survive it did. The pipe crossing the
fault slid to the edge of its crossbeams—as
intended—and slipped off at only one spot.
Some supports failed, but the pipe held. Oil
was flowing again after 3 days of inspection
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Not a drop. The quake on the Denali fault, which broke through the

And the engineering paid highway at lower left, could not rupture the trans-Alaska oil pipeline.

off: Not a drop was spilled.

“I’m pleased the whole process led to a
successful project,” says seismologist Robert
Page of USGS in Menlo Park, California,
who was involved in setting standards for the
pipeline. “It’s an example of how science can
help reduce natural-hazard risks to society.”

In the early *70s, it was obvious that there
would be risks involved in pumping a couple
of million barrels of oil a day down a

and shoring up. “It worked,” says earthquake
engineering geologist Lloyd Cluff of Pacific
Gas & Electric in San Francisco, who helped
develop the final pipeline design. Page and
USGS were right to stand by their science, he
says; a basic scientific understanding of a fault
combined with appropriately conservative en-
gineering can accommodate even the uncer-
tainties of 3 decades ago. —RICHARD A. KERR

HUMAN CLONING

U.N. Split Over Full or
Partial Cloning Ban

Efforts to craft an international ban on hu-
man cloning stalled last week in the Unit-
ed Nations when 37 countries, including
the United States and Spain, refused to
support a proposal they said was too nar-
row. That proposal, sponsored by France,
Germany, and 20 other countries, would
have banned just reproductive cloning: ef-
forts to implant cloned embryos into sur-
rogate mothers and allow them to develop
to term. The United States and its allies
said they would support only a measure
that banned all forms of human cloning,
including so-called research cloning.

Scientists are in almost unanimous agree-
ment that human reproductive cloning is not
only morally questionable but also dangerous
for both surrogate mother and potential child.
But some argue that research cloning, in
which cloned human embryos might be used
to produce embryonic stem (ES) cells, could
be a boon to medicine. The resulting ES cells
could be used to study genetic diseases or—
eventually—treat sick patients. Opponents of
embryo research argue that such experiments
create human life only to destroy it.

France and Germany announced 2 years
ago that they wanted to craft a ban in the Unit-
ed Nations to block the efforts of some fringe
groups to create cloned children. But that pro-
posal ran into opposition from the United
States, which offered its own alternative, a
convention banning all cloning of human em-
bryos. French and German diplomats argued
that opinions varied so much that negotiating
a complete ban would take too long. They
pushed for an immediate ban on reproductive
cloning while leaving open the possibility of
eventually hammering out a broader ban.

The UN. committee in charge of interna-
tional law was unable to reach a consensus
on whether to support a complete or partial
ban and decided on 8 October to postpone
any further debate on the subject until next
fall. A meeting to discuss the issue further is
planned in South Korea next spring.

In a statement, France and Germany said
the failure to move forward on a ban on re-
productive cloning “leaves the field open to §
those working toward giving birth to a cloned &
human being.” A spokesperson for the Ger-
man mission to the UN. says his country sup-
ports the idea of a ban on all cloning experi-
ments but believes a ban on reproductive
cloning is a more realistic goal. “It’s more a
difference in how to proceed,” he says. “In
our domestic legislation we have prohibited
all forms of cloning. On the other hand, we
didn’t see a chance to pass that here.”

Research cloning is expressly legal in
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