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Earth, Wind, 
and Water 

SURVEY 

Regionally Speaking 
What do you call the tasty crustacean that graces 
your gumbo? In the Midwest, it's a crawdad; in the 
Northeast, a crayfish or crawfish. Find out more 
about how words are used and pronounced at a new 
Web site that tracks linguistic trends across the 
United States. 

This site summarizes the results of a dialect survey 
of students and Web visitors conducted by linguist 
Bert Vaux and colleagues at Harvard University. Color- 
coded maps show the geographic distribution of re- 
sponses to 122 questions asked of more than 5300 
participants. Questions run the gamut from how to 
pronounce "aunt" and "caramel" to what you would 
call a long sandwich containing cold cuts. To most, it's 
a sub, but in New Orleans you will be ordering a poor 
boy and in Boston, a grinder (see map, top). 

www.hcs.harvard.edu/-golder/dialect 

IMAGES 

Tissue Boxes 
Medical students and others wading 
through basic histology or patholo- 
gy might want to check out these 
two Web sites brimming with pho- 
tos of cell types and organ systems. 
At the new Atlas of Histology from 
the University of Illinois College of 
Medicine at Urbana-Champaign, 
which includes more than 3000 
slides, users can zoom in on finer 
and finer images to see the details 
of structures [above, a dog's 
bronchus (left image) and the lining 
magnified 2500 times]. The Virtual 
Slideboxt from the University of 
Iowa School of Medicine in Iowa 
City offers similar images that can 
be magnified up to 40 times. 

www.histo.net 

www.path.uiowa.edu/virtualslidebox 

By detecting microwaves 
that radiate naturally 
from Earth and scatter in 
the atmosphere, satel- 
lites can build a picture 

i of temperatures, rain 
and snow cover, and 
wind speed. A NASA- 
sponsored site serves up 
globe-spanning images 
made from these "pas- 
sive microwave" data. 

With user-friendly 
viewers, you can track the 
latest typhoon or hurri- 
cane churning across the 
Pacific or the Caribbean. 
Global maps of sea- 
surface temperature, 
oceanic wind speed, and 
precipitation go back 5 
years. You can also see 
current global microwave 
temperatures at sea level 
or higher in the strato- 

sphere, depending on the wave- 
length that you click. The Tempera- 
ture Trends page gives you daily 
global average temperatures at vari- 
ous altitudes compared to the 20- 
year average. (So far this year, it's 
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been about 0.1?C warmer at 1 kilo- 
meter.) Run by a collaboration called 
the Passive Microwave Earth Science 
Information Partner, the site also of- 
fers larger images and full custom 
data sets for experts. 

pm-esip.nsstc.nasa.gov 

Send site suggestions to netwatch@aaas.org. Archive: www.sciencemag.org/netwatch 
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