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Sickened by WVar? -3- 

Although the 2-month Gulf Ware- - -o 

killed 148 U.S. soldiers, many * A* * - 

more have developed heaLth - - --- 

problems they blame on their ser- e - m - 

vice in the region. These iLLnesses a---ees 

remain controversial and unex- -se 

plained. For a rundown of the U.S. . -ae -- 

government's research into ail- -a 

ments reported by soLdiers sta- .- ea- -e --- 

tioned in the Gulf, try Medsearch, e em* -0e- 

a database sponsored by the De- a 

partment of Defense and two -. .-' 

other government agencies.e - a - - 

The more than 100 projects - - -e -a 

described here examine the inci-- .a**e 

dence of a host of conditions, e -m- 

such as amyotrophic lateral scle-- e --a- 

rosis and birth defects. Other -e 

studies investigate possible caus- 
es such as exposure to noxious 
smoke from oil well fires or to depleted uranium, a dense material 
used to increase the penetrating power of shells that some re- 
searchers suspect spurs cancer. 

www.GuLfLINK.osd.mil/medsearch 
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SOFTWARE 

Crunching Gene Chips 
By scrutinizing data from DNA chips that record the activity of mul- 
tiple genes, moLecular biologists hope to pinpoint which genes col- 
laborate to operate a cell in sickness and in health. A new program 

called CAGED, available from this Web 
site, * makes it easier to analyze data from 
these microarrays. Marco Ramoni, a com- 
puter scientist at Harvard, and colleagues 
crafted the program to analyze repeated 
gene expression 
measurements 
from, say, the 
same patient or 
cell line. Time se- 
ries such as these 
confound tradi- 
tional methods 
such as correla- 
tion because the 
values aren't in- 
dependent, Ra- 

dents, teachers, and the 
the discovery and harn( 
music, and the life of Th 

ww' 

moni says. Academic and nonprofit users 
can download CAGED for free. 

genomethods.org/caged 

EXHIBITS 

Electrifying 
This e-museum deserves the name. The 
IEEE Virtual Museum, buiLt by the Institute 
of Electrical and ELectronics Engineers, 
aims to galvanize interest in electricity 
and information technoLogy among stu- 

egeneral public. Current exhibits investigate 
essing of electricity, how we record and play 
iomas Edison. 
wlieee-virtuat-museum.org 
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Send site suggestions to netwatch@aaas.org. Archive: www.sciencemag.org/netwatch 
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