2217). In explaining contributions URRs
have made to fields beyond nuclear science
and engineering, he states, “The 1994 Nobel
Prizes in physics were awarded to two indi-
viduals for work carried out at URRs” The
1994 Nobel Prize in Physics was shared by
Bertram Brockhouse and Clifford Shull for
their pioneering role in the development of
neutron spectroscopy and diffraction. This re-
search was done at the National Research
Experimental (NRX) and National Research
Universal (NRU) reactors at the Chalk River
Nuclear Laboratories and the Graphite Reac-
tor at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, re-
spectively. Brockhouse and Shull subsequent-
ly took up faculty appointments at universi-
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ties operating URRs (McMaster University
and MIT, respectively); however, it was their
earlier groundbreaking studies in Chalk River
and Oak Ridge that were the basis for the
Nobel Prize. Further details regarding the
contributions made by Brockhouse and Shull
and the facilities they used, as well as some
autobiographical information, may be found
on the excellent Nobel Prize Web site
(www.nobel.se/physics/laureates/1994/
index.html).

The Department of Energy user facility
currently under construction, to which
Rogers refers in the final paragraph, is the
Spallation Neutron Source (“National”
having been dropped when the project was
approved in 1998).

THOMAS MASON
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 701 Scarboro
Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830, USA. E-mail:
masont@sns.gov

Response

THE SENTENCE THAT MASON QUOTES WAS
intended to illustrate the high scientific
caliber (Nobel laureates) and the general
area (physics) of the work carried out over
the major portions of their scientific ca-
reers by several users of URRs. Shull and

Brockhouse were awarded the Nobel Prize
approximately 10 years after their retire-
ments. Although the research that they did
earlier in their careers at government labo-
ratory reactors undoubtedly influenced the
work that they and many others carried out
at URRs, their Nobel Prize was awarded
after they had spent 31 and 22 years, re-
spectively, at universities with URRs.

KENNETH C. ROGERS
Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ
07030, USA. E-mail: kcrogers@aol.com

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

NEWS OF THE WEEK: “Early cowboys herd-
ed cattle in Africa” by Erik Stokstad (12
April, p. 236). The zebu was domesticated
7500 to 8000 years ago, not 6000 years
ago, as stated in the article.

NEWS OF THE WEEK: “Money, mission,
management top Zerhouni’s Agenda” by J.
Kaiser (5 April, p. 24). The article mis-
characterizes the request by President
Bush for a specific amount of money for
cancer research. Such a request is not un-
precedented, although past budget requests
have not been embedded in proposed bill
language.
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