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Facts of Political Life

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH DISCUSSION ABOUT
the length of time it took to get the science
adviser to the president in place (for exam-
ple, Breakthrough of the Year, “Bush mys-

tery science theater,” 21 Dec., p. 2446). But

SCIENCE'S COMPASS

how long did it take to get the national secu-
rity adviser in place? Who was the national
security adviser to the candidate? Who was
the science adviser to the candidate?

From my experiences as an American
Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence Congressional Science and Engineer-
ing Fellow, I offer the following observa-
tion: The facts of political life are that if
you expect to sit around the table after the
election victory making decisions and be-
ing immediately appointed, you must have
been in the trenches during the campaign.

If the scientific community wants to
have a presidential adviser and other sci-
ence positions filled right after the elec-
tion, they should strive to have advisers in
place during the campaign.

HOWARD SHAFFER
Post Office Box 299, Enfield, NH 03748, USA.
E-mail: howardmariann@juno.com

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

REPORTS: “Otolith 830 record of mid-
Holocene sea surface temperatures in
Peru,” by C. Fred, T. Andrus, D. E. Crowe,
D. H. Sandweiss, E. J. Reitz, C. S. Romanek
(22 Feb., p. 1508). All instances of the term

“81%0 —” were typographical errors and
should not have appeared in the text.

RANDOM SAMPLES: “Scared to death by the
number four” by D. Malakoff (11 Jan., p. 267).
Sociologist David Phillips from the University
of California, San Diego, was misidentified as
a professor at the University of San Diego.

EDITORS' CHOICE: “Neurodegeneration: ex-
panding on a theme” (4 Jan., p. 15). The
credit for the accompanying photos was in-
correct. J. Robitschek and J. P. Taylor ob-
tained the images.

NEWS OF THE WEEK: “New genome a boost
to plant studies” by E. Pennisi (14 Dec., p.
2266). It was erroneously stated that May-
nard Olson at the University of Washington
and his team were recruited by Eugene
Nester, also at that university, to do the se-
quencing of the Agrobacterium tumefaciens
genome. Instead, Olson and his team be-
came involved in the project after sequenc-
ing had been initiated by investigators at E.
I. duPont de Nemours Company and Pio-
neer Hi-Bred International, Inc. All of these
investigators are among the co-authors of
the report by D. W. Wood et al. in the same
issue [Science 294, 2317 (2001)].
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What is Integrity

in Scientific Research?

Gene Expression Meeting

March 24-27, 2002
The Westin Horton Plaza, San Diego, California

How do we deal with:

property

misconduct
= Authorship practices
» Academic/Industry relations

« Information sharing and intellectual

» Reporting and responding to allegations of

AAAS has re-released a set of five video
dramatizations along with a newly revised
Discussion and Resource Guide that highlight
“gray areas” in research, challenging the
viewer to think about issues of ethical
conduct in the course of research. They may
be used as part research training programs,
of courses in ethics, society meetings, or
other lecture series.

For more information or to place an order
call 202-326-6216 or visit
http://www.aaas.org/spp/video
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viral systems.

Don’t Miss out!
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é Invitrogen-
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oin researchers from around the world at the sixth Current
Topics in Gene Expression Meeting and learn about the latest
advances in gene expression technology.

The Leading Gene Expression Meeting
The Current Topics in Gene Expression Meeting is the leading
meeting of its kind. It represents an excellent opportunity for sci-

e Learn about emerging technologies in gene expression systems
® Discover innovative ways to produce and analyze proteins
e Interact with leaders in the field

You will be exposed to the latest techniques for gene expression
and analysis including bacteria, yeast, insect, mammalian, and

Don’t miss your chance to participate in this stimulating meeting.
For information about registration and presenting your work in a
talk or poster, visit the Invitrogen web site at
www.invitrogen.com.
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