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of this trend, which is the economic recession
that preceded the Brazilian economic plan Re-
al of 1994 (6). The highest deforestation was
in 1995. The best measure of frontier gover-
nance is the enforcement of Brazil’s ambitious
environmental regulations on the active agri-
cultural frontier, as Mato Grosso state has be-
gun to achieve in the target areas of its defor-
estation regulation program.

As for Laurance and Fearnside’s com-
ment that the idea of a highway toll on the
Cuiaba-Santarém highway does “stretch
plausibility,” this idea comes from soy pro-
ducers themselves. We have discussed
with them the possibility of using part of
such a toll to finance conservation and de-
velopment activities along the corridor.

In conclusion, the Brazilian government
has taken historical steps toward frontier gov-
ernance that must be evaluated and reported
by the scientific community, even as continu-
ing environmental and social problems are
analyzed and documented. The scientific
challenge is to move beyond sweeping con-
demnation of infrastructure investments that
are already made, and being made, or risk
fostering a self-fulfilling prophecy of busi-
ness-as-usual forest destruction.
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Letters to the Editor

Letters (~300 words) discuss material published
in Science in the previous 6 months or issues
of general interest. They can be submitted by
e-mail (science_letters@aaas.org), the Web
(www.letter2science.org), or regular mail
(1200 New York Ave., NW, Washington, DC
20005, USA), Letters are not acknowledged
upon receipt, nor are authors generally con-
sulted before publication. Whether published
in full or in part, letters are subject to editing
for clarity and space.

SCIENCE'S COMPASS
Healthy Discussion of
Planetary Science Goals

IN HIS DISCUSSION OF THE NATIONAL
Research Council’s ongoing prioritization of
solar system missions, Andrew Lawler says
that some Washington observers see the disci-
pline as being in disarray (News Focus, “Plan-
etary science’s defining moment,” 4 Jan., p.
32). To the contrary, we are a community hav-
ing ardent, but entirely appropriate and
healthy, debates about our long-term goals.

To choose the most productive missions
for the next decade is a substantial chal-
lenge: Exciting opportunities for significant
advances abound, from torrid Mercury to

"Is exploration of
mysterious Pluto to be
preferred over revisiting
enigmatic Venus or the

rich Neptune system?”

the icy Kuiper Belt. Should the space pro-
gram strive to better understand Earth, or to
explore new worlds, or to learn how sen-
tient beings came to be? Do we focus on
surfaces, atmospheres, or magnetospheres
to truly comprehend a planet’s workings? Is
exploration of mysterious Pluto to be pre-
ferred over revisiting enigmatic Venus or
the rich Neptune system? Is Mars, Europa,
or Titan a better choice to seek insights into
life’s origins? Should we retrieve martian
surface samples soon or wait until further
reconnaissance is completed?

Each is a defensible objective, but with di-
minished federal discretionary funds, just a
few can be attempted. Thus, communi-
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The Nationality
of a Naturalist

THE LETTER FROM W. H. EVANS AND D. LLOYD
regarding the nationality of Alfred Russel
Wallace as given on my Web site (/) is accu-
rate as far as it goes, but

ty consensus is essential before bold
initiatives can be undertaken. Fortu-
nately, the whole planetary communi-
ty—from novices to popes—has been
deeply involved as future objectives
have been defined and refined. Our tra-
dition of lively debates about scientific
priorities, balanced with realism about
cost and technical feasibility, is leading
to a decadal survey that will make both
scientific and political sense.

Planetary scientists are welcom-
ing this opportunity to recall our accom-
plishments, to carefully select our most im-
portant objectives, and to then speak with
one voice to policy-makers. Now, as the
open debate ends, we are solidifying ranks,
just as we have done previously.

JOSEPH A. BURNS,*11 STEVEN W. SQUYRES§

it does not go far enough
(1 Feb., p. 797). Wal-
lace’s mother and father
were of English and En-
glish-Scottish descent,
respectively. They moved
from St. Georges, South-
wark, to Usk in southern
Wales about 1820, prob- .
ably for financial rea- 2

known as Monmouthshire, nominally an ad-
ministrative division of England.

Wallace himself was born in Usk in 1823,
but in 1828, a death in the extended family 2
allowed Wallace’s family to move again, this 3
time to Hertford. They never returned to £

o

Wales as a family. Wallace did, however, re- &
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turn to Wales for two 3-year periods (1840—
1843 and 1845-1848) during the time he was
working as a journeyman surveyor. In later
life, Wallace revisited Wales only on a few
short occasions.

On this basis, I feel it is difficult to fairly
consider Wallace a Welshman (though it is
clear enough, as Evans and Lloyd suggest,
that Wales figured importantly in several re-
spects in his early life). Apparently, Wallace
himself agreed: although on many occasions
he drew attention to his ancestral connections
with the Scots, to my knowledge he never
once referred to himself as a Welshman, and
indeed always gave his place of birth as Mon-
mouthshire, not Gwent. Further, his contem-
poraries referred to him as an Englishman.
Last, and not insignificantly, when early in
the century the University of Wales voted to
award him an honorary doctorate, he de-
clined the offer (despite having previously ac-
cepted ones from Dublin and Cambridge):
not exactly a ringing endorsement of a sup-
posed national affinity.
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

NEWS OF THE WEEK: “Study of brain dead sparks debate” by J. Couzin (15 Feb., p. 1210).
The bottom image was misidentified as skin blood vessels. In fact, the image depicts a
control sample of prostate blood vessels, to which a skin-homing peptide failed to bind.

PERSPECTIVES: “Mediator meets morpheus” by M. Meisterernst (8 Feb., p. 984). Unpub-
lished information regarding the configuration of CRSP induced by the carboxyl-termi-
nal domain of RNA polymerase II was inadvertantly included in the Perspective as a re-
sult of an editorial oversight. Citation of note 12 for this unpublished result is also in er-
ror. The remaining reference to note 12 is correct.

PERSPECTIVES:
“RIPping tyro-
sine kinase re-
ceptors apart” by
C.-H. Heldin and
J. Ericsson (7
Dec., p. 2111).
The penultimate
version of the
accompanying
figure, which
used only one
color for the
molecules, was
mistakenly pub-
lished. The final
version appears
here.
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2002 Current Topics in
Gene Expression Meeting

March 24-27, 2002
The Westin Horton Plaza, San Diego, California

oin researchers from around the world at the sixth Current
Topics in Gene Expression Meeting and learn about the latest
advances in gene expression technology.

The Leading Gene Expression Meeting

The Current Topics in Gene Expression Meeting is the leading
meeting of its kind. It represents an excellent opportunity for sci-
entists to:

* Learn about emerging technologies in gene expression systems
e Discover innovative ways to produce and analyze proteins
¢ Interact with leaders in the field

You will be exposed to the latest techniques for gene expression
and analysis including bacteria, yeast, insect, mammalian, and
viral systems.

Don’t Miss out!

Don’t miss your chance to participate in this stimulating meeting.
For information about registration and presenting your work in a
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