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Two Penises Are mologist Yoshitaka Kamimura of emasculated males were intro- 
Tokyo Metropolitan University in duced to a new female 2 days lat- 

Better Than One japan studied mating of E b e -  er, all successfully inseminated 
Computer hobbyists have dis- 

at a whopping 4 million digits. 
Primes are the basic build- 

lated specierThree of the males 

prime or is made up of 
crustaceans, are dou- primes multiplied together. 

The new discovery is the 
39th known member of a 

blessed with a pair of 
penises, and new re- 
search shows why: If Duplication pays off for male earwigs. reckoned with. 
one organ gets sev- 
ered, the spare comes in handy. Kamimura's team intempted the ary biologist at the University 

Entomologists assumed that coitus of nine E. plebeja males by of Sydney, Australia, who has 2P, Mersenne primes rapidly 
earwigs never used their spare forcefully Lifting them off the fe- studied double penises in get very, very large. So when 
because it usually points inward male.The dislodgment snapped snakes, says the hypothesis is a distributed computing proj- 
rather than out. But when ento- the penis. But when the semi- "elegant and feasible." ect called the Great lntemet 

Mersenne Prime Search 
(GIMPS) found the new num- 

Union Moves Shake TWO Campuses ber, nobody was surprised 
that it topped the scale. The 

Graduate students staged a 2-day work stoppage last week at the previous record holder, 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (UIUC), the latest move in a 26*972*593 - 1, is more than 2 
5-year battle between the Graduate Employees' Organization and 
the university administration over unionization. Meanwhile, some 
graduate students at Brown Univenity in Providence, Rhode Island, 
won the right to organize in a 16 November ruling by a regional 
branch of the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB). was found thanks to thou- 

More than two dozen universities in the United States and Canada sands of volunteers who run a 
have officially recognized graduate student unions (Science, 26 May Mersenne-prime-testing algo- 
2000, p. 131 1). But the Illinois Supreme Court earlier this year affirmed a state labor board ruling that only a rithm, called the Lucas-Lehmer 
small minority of graduate student teaching and research assistants at UlUC were eligible to unionize, test, on their computers when 
prompting Last week's walkout.The UlUC group, which picketed five campus buildings and disrupted classes, the machines would otherwise 
says that unionization will help them win higher pay, better benefits, and clearer grievance procedures. But be idle. In mid-November, one 

a university official, who volunteer-20-year-old Cana- 
dian Michael Cameron- 

ond test on a supercomputer. 
Meanwhile, the search 

continues. Finding ever-greater 
Mersenne primes isn't terribly 
important to number theo- 
rists, but GIMPS soldiers on, 
hoping to set ever-increasing 
world records. Perhaps, for the 
participants, the search evokes 
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