of drug evaluation. The result would be ear-
lier access by patients to greater numbers of
less costly drugs and greater robustness and
productivity in the pharmaceutical industry.
HENRY I. MILLER*
Hoover Institution, Stanford, CA 94305-6010,
USA. E-mail: miller@hoover.stanford.edu
*Food and Drug Administration official from 1979
to 1994

National Astronomical
Observatories in China

IN HER NEWS FOCUS ARTICLE "IN CHINA,
publish or perish is becoming the new real-
ity” (23 Feb., p. 1477), Ding Yimin says
that I, as director of the Beijing Astronomi-
cal Observatory (now the National Astro-
nomical Observatories), “decided that no
one over the age of 50 could be chosen for
KIP [the Knowledge Innovation Program].”
However, this is not the case. Of the 91
staff members at the observatory who were
chosen for KIP, four are over the age of 60,
and a further 20 are over the age of 50.
Regarding publishing incentives, we do
indeed have a limited bonus scheme here to
encourage staff to publish in journals listed
in the Science Citation Index (SCI). Average

SCIENCE’'S COMPASS

earnings from bonuses amount to 10 to 15%
of an individual’s total income. However,
this should not be confused with recruitment
or funding policies. At this observatory, ba-
sic research is conducted side by side with
technological development and the making
of astronomical observations. We therefore
recognize that research papers are just one,
albeit very important, aspect of an observa-
tory’s output. Decisions about whom to sup-
port under KIP are made by a selection
committee that takes publications as well as
other contributions into account. There is
certainly no policy here to support only
those researchers who have published a pa-
per in a SCI-listed journal or one such paper
per year. In fact, 60% of our staff members
receiving KIP support have not published a
paper in such journals in the last 2 years.

I also note that my name was misspelled
throughout the article.

Al GUOXIANG

Director, National Astronomical Observatories,
Chinese Academy of Science, 20A Datun Road,
Chaoyang District, Beijing 100012, China

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

NEWS OF THE WEEK: “Arson strikes research
labs and tree farm in Pacific Northwest” by

Robert F. Service (1 Jun., p. 1622). For the 20
July entry in the table, the location of the at-
tack on research facilities was the U.S. Forest
Service’s Forestry Sciences Laboratory, not its
biotechnology lab, in Rhinelander, Wisconsin.
And the trees destroyed were not genetically
engineered, as indicated in the table, but a col-
lection of natural poplars and pines that Don
Riemenschneider of the U.S. Forest Service
had been working on for nearly 20 years in an
effort to test whether disease resistance could
be obtained through conventional breeding
rather than by genetic engineering.

REPORTS: “Potl, the putative telomere end-
binding protein in fission yeast and humans”
by P. Baumann and T. R. Cech (11 May, p.
1171). The accession number for the human
POTI (protection of telomeres) gene is
FLJ11073 instead of FLJ11037, which is list-
ed as highly similar to an apoptosis-specific
protein and is unrelated to POT].

RESEARCH ARTICLES: “‘Direct detection of galac-
tic halo dark matter” by B. R. Oppenheimer et
al. (27 Apr., p. 698). In note 19, the name of co-
author Samir Salim was not included. The refer-
ence should have read “19. C. Flynn, J. Som-
mer-Larsen, B. Fuchs, D. S. Graff, S. Salim,
Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 322, 553 (2001).”
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