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the University of Tokyo, for example, re- 
cently used jade samples fiom the muse- 
um's collection to prove that the jade used 

Japan Shakes the Dust off 
Treasure Trove of Specimens 

Valuable specimens that hare long languished out of sight of both researcherr 
and the public are being cataloged and put on display in un'wrsity museums 

in Korean orname& that are up to 5000 
years old must have come h m  Japan. That 
conclusion supports theories that traders 
crossed the Japan Sea earlier than historical 
records indicate. 

The universities also hope that the new 
displays will be popular with the public. 
Drawiu~ on materials from its collection. 
Tokyo ias mounted an exhibit of human 

K m F o r  decades, Japanese university Japanese name, "materials depository," and animal skulls and skeletons, called . . 
meams have traveled around the d col- more accurately described its function. "Bone," that explains how scientists use 
lecting e m y t h g  from fossils and mineral 'There was little curahid work and no ex- bones to establish evolutionary links and 
samples to pottay shards and plant speci- hibits or displays," says Tagai. make deductions about prehistoric ewiron- 
mens. But after being shipped home, the ma- Indeed, when university officials were mental conditions. Kyoto is using its per- 
taial all too often gatbed dust in basemem preparing an exhiiition to mark the univer- manent exhibit to highlight ongoing re- 
and odd comers around campus. Its value sity's 120th anniversary in 1998, their search search, such as a diorama with catwalks 
was lost not only to researchers, but also to of departmental storerooms turned up a strung thmugh a lree canopy to simulate the 
profbws who wanted their studeats to get a treasure tmve. Among the materials vme a university's Ecology Research Center in 
l.undwmviewofdoingsci- Borneo. Another comer features Kyoto's 
~ . “ I h a d t o d t h e s t u -  Primate Research Institute, with video clips 
dents to a big museum that show haw wild c h i  use stones 
somewhere to see good to crack open nuts or how a mother deals 
specimens," says Kyoto with the death of her infant. Nobuo Shige- 
University paleontologist hiua, a primatologist at the institute, hopes 
TgufianiOharo. to update the exhibits periodically if he gets 

Next week Kyoto Uni- money to do so. 
versity will begin to turn The Education and Science Minishy is 
that situation around with prwidingsmsllsumstosupportsomeofthe 
the opening of a $50 mil- muwums, and miniaZry officials are cautioug- 
lion museum that show- ly optimistic that they can provide modest 
cases its fm coUectim of funding increases. But a governmentwide 
paleontological samples. campaigDtoreducethenrmbaofemployees 
It's part of a trend that's hasfwcecllmiversitiestoopennetheirmu8e- 
-ink! Ja~anb Campus- umswithunder&dcrews.Tdryohasnine 
e s : S e v e n ~ t y m u s e  f m  members assigned to the museum, 
ums have been established while Kyoto has just six--and no trained 
in the past 4 years, witb fm the mw Univwslty Museum Its opening next week is  art of a curators or technicians. "Colleagues from 
more on the drawing mcwe to showcaw valuable academlc &- -kb* 
m. Kyofob museum is tions Uke the exhibit 'Born" at the Univmity I explain this," says 
the first to receive govern- of Tokyo (arw). Kyoto's Ohno, who 
mentfimdshanewbuild- mlames the cha~ce 
ing,withpmpaexhibitandstomgeWtb. bookofbotanicalspec- to show his students 
'!A A of resou~ces have been wasriug away," imens collected in some of the schoolb 
saysY~Akatsuka,deputydkctorof  Japanbythemowned collection, including 

I the S c i M ~ c  Research hWes  Division of 19th century German Pmambrian bivalve 
t h e s c i e a c e a n d ~ m i n i s t r y , ~ ~  natdistPhilippFranz fossds that he Sadie. 
timates tbat such academic sbmhowa con- von Seibold and hun- "They wonder how ! taia up W smt ofthe 25 miilion scientifically dreds of photographic v,ecaplhweamuse 
vahmble8ampCesinJapea. plates of the campus um without curators 

Onereawnfbrhesonystateoftbecur- justbefbrethedemstat- andteclmicians." 
rent coUections is rhe historic auaonronry of ing 1923 earthquake. . . Ohno hopes to 
Japane~e-. deperbneats Theofficials ' moretbaa6millioa easetheburdenbyusing30retiredprofes- 
or Mmatories are mofFicially reepoasible items, most o f t h  spott@ cataloged and all son, who have offered their time, eitber to 

B L . t h e s a m p ~ b u t h ~ ~ l L t b e  rg ld i f f icu l t~andscholarsto . -  lectureortohelpclassifyandcatalqspee 
and money to catalog and displq the mate& cess. In 1997, the university converted the imens. Tokyob Tagai says that much of the 
al prqedy. A la of spechem have simply mmrh)s depository into a museum, just as restoration and cataloging must be done 

K bear tbmwn away, suspects T a  T& a an Educatio31 Ministry advisory comaittee p i d ,  often as part of setting up a new 
minaalogist at the U n k d y  of Tokyo Mu- rwxmrrmndad the creatioa of additional uni- exhibit. Despite these obstacles, both men 

e seum. Ttb mally a &me," he says. versity-basedmuseutns. hope that the opening of the Kyoto muse- 
& One small exception has been at the Und Museum offtcials say the increased ac- um signals a new era of openness and sup 

6 d t y  of Tokyo, which in 1%6 set up what ced'bility of the oollections is already pay- port for scientific coUections. 
in English was called a "museum." But its ing off scientifically. Archaeologists h m  -DernsNolulvr 
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