
erase negative, senesce within about 50 divi-
sions, and are usually difficult to isolate and 
grow. Hematopoietic and mesenchymal stem 
cells have had limited success, in part be-
cause of their inability to be easily cloned, 
manipulated, and expanded. These are im-
portant features that limit the usefulness of 
somatic stem cells for the development of 
safe. efficacious. and cost-effective cell ther-
apies for the millions of patients with chron-
ic degenerative diseases." 

In less than 3 years of work in a few 
laboratories. undifferentiated human ES 
cells have been shown to be genetically sta-
ble, immortal, clonable, and pluripotent 
(4). Clearly, not all questions are answered 
but the point raised by Roccanova and co-
authors will likely not significantly affect 
the use of human ES cells for human thera-
peutic applications. 

CALVINB. HARLEY,JANE 5. LEBKOWSKI, 
MELISSAK. CARPENTER,THOMASB. OKARMA 
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MoreAbout Duikers 
inAncient Egypt 

I N  HIS LETTER "WERETHERE DUIKERS IN 
ancient Egypt?" (2 Mar., p. 170I), Nicolas 
Manlius describes a figure in a mural from 
an ancient Egyptian tomb that resembles 
the Jentink species of duiker (Cephalophirs 
jerztinki). Duikers have not been listed 
among the fauna of ancient Egypt, but on 
the basis of several lines of evidence, Man-
lius suggests there might have been an iso-
lated duiker population that persisted in an-
cient Egypt north of other duiker popula-
tions and that served as the source for the 
mural figure. 

While preparing my dissertation The 
Firnerary Sacrifice of'Animals During 
the Predynastic Period ( I ) ,  I came across 
the following information. Although most 
animal burials (not to mention interment 
of disarticulated bones from food offer-
ings) of the predynastic period [-3200 to 

3050 B.C. ( 2 ) ]were 
rarely identified as  
to species, in a few 
instances at tempts  
were made to do so. 
Brunton reported the 
skull and leg bone of 
a duiker  as  a food 
offering in a predy-

nastic grave at Matmar (in the Badari re-
gion) dated to the Naqada I11 period (3). 
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CORRECTlONS A N D  CLARIFICATIONS 2 
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REPORTS: "X-ray pulses approaching the 2 
attosecond frontier" by M. Drescher et 01. $ 
(9 Mar., p. 1923). In Figure 5, the number 2 
"76.0" at the base of the 1.axis should have 5 
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read "75.0." wU 

O.N.C.E. INTERNATIONAL AID AWARDS 
FOR TECHNOLOGICAL R&D FOR THE BLIND 

The Spanish National Organisation of the Blind (O.N.C.E.) has announced the II ONCE 
InternationalAid Awards for Research and Development into Technolog~esfor the Blind, the purpose 
of which is to reward, and contribute towards furthering, research that Improves the quality of life 
and the process of social and labour integration of all blind and visually impaired persons. 

The ONCE R&D Ald Awards are granted every two years to those innovations and advances in 
such areas as IT, telecommunications, biotechnology and engineering that involve the creation, 
adaptat~onand use of machines or computer programs, whose development and practical 
application lead to improvements for the blind and v~suallyimpaired. 

The economic aid packages are as follows: 
One Award of thirty million pesetas (or the equivalent in Euros) 
Two Awards of ten million pesetas each (or the equivalent in Euros). 

A Committee of experts of recognised prestige in the fields of typhlotechnology, 
biotechnology, computing, engineering and other scientific areas shall evaluate the different 
research projects presented for this contest. 

Participants may be individuals or research organisations who, either personally or collectively, 
present their projects within the period and in the manner established in the conditions of entry. 
These may be consulted on the ONCE website -http://www.once.es/R+b or may be requested 
from the Awards Secretariat. The projects may be presented in ether Spanish or English. 

Those projects presented by members of research centres must be authorised by the 
corresponding authorities. The projects that finally receive the awards, in accordance with the 
demands or requirements of the selection Committee, must be completed within six months of 
the date on which they are awarded the aid package. 

Projects for this edition must be presented to the Secretariat of the ONCE International 
Research and Development Aid Awards before January 1st 2002. The Selection Committee 
shall announce the contest results in the first half of 2002. 

For further information or details, please contact: 

Secretaria de 10s Premios, Ayudas ONCE I tD  
C/Jose Ortega y Gasset, 18  @ 28006 Madrid (Spain) 
el: 34-91-4365300 @ E-mail: srff3once.e~@ http://www.once.es/RtD 
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