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erase negative, senesce within about 50 divi- 
sions, and are usually difficult to isolate and 
grow. Hematopoietic and mesenchymal stem 
cells have had limited success, in part be- 
cause of their inability to be easily cloned, 
manipulated, and expanded. These are im- 
vortant features that limit the usefulness of 
somatic stem cells for the development of 
safe, efficacious, and cost-effective cell ther- 
apies for the millions of patients with chron- 
ic degenerative diseases. 

In less than 3 years of work in a few 
laboratories, undifferentiated human ES 
cells have been shown to be genetically sta- 
ble, immortal, clonable, and pluripotent 
(4). Clearly, not all questions are answered, 
but the point raised by Roccanova and co- 
authors will likely not significantly affect 
the use of human ES cells for human thera- 
peutic applications. 
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More About Duikers 
in Ancient Egypt 

IN H I S  LETTER "WERE THERE DUIKERS IN 
ancient Egypt?" (2 Mar., p. 170 I), Nicolas 
Manlius describes a figure in a mural from 
an ancient Egyptian tomb that resembles 
the Jentink species of duiker (Cephaloph~rs 
jentinki). Duikers have not been listed 
among the fauna of ancient Egypt, but on 
the basis of several lines of evidence, Man- 
lius suggests there might have been an iso- 
lated duiker population that persisted in an- 
cient Egypt north of other duiker popula- 
tions and that served as the source for the 
mural figure. 

While preparing my dissertation The 
Funerary Sacrifice of Anirizals During 
the Predynastic Period (I), I came across 
the following information. Although most 
animal burials (not to mention interment 
of disarticulated bones from food offer- 
ings) of the predynastic period [-3200 to 
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wA 1 ] 3050 B.C. (2)] were 
rarely identified as 
to species, in a few 
instances attempts 
were made to do so. 
Brunton reported the 
skull and leg bone of I 1 a duiker a s  a food 
offering in a predy- 

nastic grave at Matmar (in the Badari re- 
gion) dated to the Naqada I11 period (3). 
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