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Peregrines 
Ready A 

for Takeoff hat includes Do- 

Conservation biologists 
are giving a high-tech twist 
to the decadessld effort tc 
restore speedy peregrine M- 7 te headquarters in Rich- 
cons to the wild. Researchers 
will soon equip about 19 newly able to watch juveniles hatch 
fledged falcons-hatched from This summds f e ~ ~ ~ a r ,  and monitor their movements 
17 nesting pairs in Maryland ing $5000 apiece, in what orga- from Dominion's Web site 
and Virginiwi th state-of- nizers call the largest, longest (www.dom.com/about/ 
the-art solar transmitters, cost- term bird satellite tracking environmentlfalcon). 

Cantray to ownrentionat wisdom, a man may be able to teU when his mate is ovulating, d i n g  to a 
new study that employed the Lowly T-shirt as a data coUection device. 

Devendra Singh and P. Matthew Bronstad of the Un'~vws~Ity ofTexas,,Austin, got 18 female d e g e  stu- 
dents to sleep alone in dean T-shirts for -1 days during their ovulatory phase and again for sewral 
pmtavulatory *The shirts wwe then sealed in plastic bags and frozen. For the test, the ejwments were 
thawed, and 52 young males w bFougfit in to s d  the 18 pain of shirk In 75% of the caws, males 

preferred the odor of a shirt worn during the fdliarlar (mlaory) phase. 
The T-shirt The findins .raise serious doubts about conventional scientific wis- 

dom that human female ovulation is concealed," the authors write in a 
Test Tells paper appearing in the 22 ~ p r i l  Proceedings of the Royal Society of 

London. But it's a subtle thing. Another T-shirt study, conducted earlier 
by Steven Gangestad and Randy Thornhill of the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, found no 
effect when comparing smells of ovulating and nonovulating women (as opposed to comparing two 
odors from the same woman). Gangestad says, however, that his most recent (unpublished) re- 
search suggests that although olfactory cues may not help men assess the fertility of strangers, 
"pair-bonded men may be able to detect their partner's status" and respond by being "more vigilant 
of their whembouts or more attentive to them when they are near ovulation." 

I Bright Bulbs Shine Longer 
Having a high IQ may help you live longer, according to a study of elderly Scots. Researchers traced 
more than 2200 people who took the same mental test in 1932 and found that those who scored 
highest were significantly more likely to be alive in 1997. 

The finding is based on a recendy u n d  trove of raw data. On 1 June 1932, every 1 1-year-old 
xhoolchild in Scotland sat down for the Scottish Mental Suwey.The mlts were stashed in p m m e n t  
arehim for decades, to be excavated in 1997 by psychologist Ian J. Deary of the Unimity of Edinburgh 
and a&agues, who saw in them an unparalleled opportunity to track cognitive changes with age. M 
year the scientists qmrted that they gave the same test to 101 of the subjects exactly 66 years Wl re- 
sutting in a striking demonstration of the stability of IQ throughout life-They have also found that high 
xolws in 1932 today have better health and less dementia 

In the longevity study, published in the 7April 'hue of the Mtkh MedkdJoumal Deary and Lawrence J. 
WMLey of the University of Aberdeen were able to back the fates of about 80% of the 2792Aberdeen test- 
takerrihe Q h p h t y  &&tion was modest in men because 
ofwartime~,binwomen,itwaswbstantiaLForamn- 
Ple. a nirl with a childhood IQ of 1 15 had twice the likelihood of 
beingg& at 77 than one with an 85 IQ.% rdaion persisted in- 
dependentofsodalba&mund.The~wtheconnec- 
ti& awld be the mlt Zh i& - l ~  people having b&er jobs and 
access to he& care, ot avoiding bad behaviors such as d n a  
  he findings am not surprkim pbychdogist ~athan 
Wedem Unihsiw in Middletam, Gxmcticut, but thii adds "a 
good deal more &it@." Ks "a very exciting database that en- 
mparresvirtwyltheentireadultlifespan" 

Viral Link to 
Schizophrenia? 

Scientists say they have the 
first hard evidence for the con- 
m r s i a l  idea that infectious 
agents may contribute to  
schizophrenia. The disease, 
whichaffeckaboutl%ofthe 
population, has a strong genet- 
icmponentButmsearhhas 
also rewaled that some eady- 
life events such as maternal 
malnutrition, perinatal infec- 
tions, and birth in winter or 
spring are risk facton. Virolo- 
gist Robert Yolken of Johns 
Hopkins University Schd of 
Mediine in Baltimore and psy- 
chiatrist E. Fuller Tomy of the 
National Alliance for the Men- 
tally Ill Research Institute in 
Bethesda, Maryland, haw long 
argued that some of these 
events may activate donnant 
viruses-evolutionary left- 
m r s  in aU humans' genornes 
a n d  Lead to xhizophrenia 

Ydken and T q ,  with cot- 
leagues at the University of 
Heidelbeg in Cermwy, tested 
the idea by looking for RNA 
from such viruses, called hu- 
man endogenous -ruses 
(HERVs), in the cerebrospinal 
fluid of 55 sch i imn ia  and 
several control groups. Of 35 
individuals with recent-onset 
x h i n i a ,  10 had signs of 
avirusbastheHERV-W 
group, compared with none of 
the controls, the team reports 
in the 10 April issue of the 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences Only 1 
of 20 chronic schizophrenics 
was infected, leading the xi- 
entists to speculate that the 
virus's main role is in the onset 
ofthedisease. 

Sofar,the evidence isUonty 
ImXM," says psychdogist IN- 
ing Gottesman of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia, Charlottesville. 
An'd if schizophrenia is really 
caused by a dormant virus 
that "wakes up," he says, 
there's still the question of 
"what trim the trigger?" 
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