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Lang-Lost Bird 
Raises Its Head I seen on the 

island of 
Waigeu in 
1938, the 
turkey has 
been the object 
of a search 

overs from a pig d - by a Dutch- 
hunter's supper Indonesian ex- 
on an island off pedition head- 
New Guinea. ed by Kees Heii 

Bruijn's Bash-Turkey is one W a f  hush-Tdceymdyfaund head (w. of tha ~atural- 
of 22 species of megapodes, History Muse- 
which are distinguished by ing their eggs in warm soils or um in Rotterdam. On 23 
their unusual habit of incubat- mounds of rotting leaves. Last February, they got lucky:A 

Hello Mr. Chip 
An unconventional professor at the United Kingdom's University of Read- 

L ing hopes to become the first individual to transmit electrical impulses- 
conveying touch, movement, pain, and even emotion-bebveen his ner- 
vous system and a computer. 

Next fall cyberneticist Kevin Wm.& plans to have a @ssempwlated 
silicon chip and radio transmittw implanted in his upper Left arm. Pins in- 

I jeded into the membrane sunwnding the nerve fibers will feed signals di- 

1 
realy beh~een the computer and his nervous system.The d s e  builds 

upon a 1998 experiment in which he sported an implant that allowed a corn- 
y pter to track his movements and respond by greeting him or opening doors. 

W d c  who has a SUPOO~~ team of ZO-indudinn neural wpbthesis and 

back in hopes of electricaUy stimulating the &me k&. If that workr, other types of s i g n h h i  be 
tested, induding pain, and ewn 
thesensationof beingdrukUC 
timately W c k ' s  wife lrwra is Honor for me Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
to get an implant as well and Engineers (IEEE) is holding fast against 
the research team will attempt German critics who don't like the fact that one of 
t o t a n s m i t d ~  ~~~i~~~~ its annual prizes-the 2Qyear-old Erwin 
headache, for exam- Marx award honoring the inventor of the 
spouse to^. Questioned "Mam generatorn-is named for a Ger- 

Warwidcsaystheworkisern- man engineer linked with the Nazis. 
inently practical opening up a fu- In a 1993 biopphy, hihistorian and a n e w  Helmut Maier rp 
ture w h e  "qberdtugs" could be -led Mads membership in both the SA storm troopers and the 
substituted for teal ones for a Nazi Party, as dl as details of his wartime resear&, including 
range of conditions induding de- vvork an radar-jamming technology and a hi&* 
pression and pain, or to stimulate for an de@omd power glid Matx died in 1980. 
muscle movwnents in neum- Maier has the IEEE protesting the award, which he 
muscular diseases. found out abwt only last yea. Marx wm "not just a pabiotic en- 

But while cyberphiles may be gineer," he says,"but a member of the Nazi en@xming and and- 
thrilled by his pioneering a d -  ence b u ~ . " T e c h d o g y  histodm Elic 
ties, other scientists have thrown Shtzbeq of the University of Wwonsin, 
cold water on Wanwick's Madiilast~supQortedMaierwithan 
scheme. Geraint W&ns, chair appeal posted on the Holocwst H i  list 
oftheSodetyfortheSaidyof Web site ( w Z . h + W m w W - W ) .  
Artificial Intelligence and the The IEEE is so far unmoved. Its board 
Sirnubtion of Behaviaur, calls it says its ethics committee did a 'M 
"unoriginal, scientifically insignif- investigation" of Maief s complaints and 
icant, and certainly a good deal opted not to rethink the award, as there is 
less amazing than the real medi- "no evidence ... that Marx participated in fl 
cal research which preempts itn any i m m l  war crimes or atmcities." - 
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Waigeu hunter brought a head 
and some bones-the remains 
of a bush dinner-to Kris 
Tindige, an Indonesian member 
of the expedition. He and Heij 
are now scouring the densely 
forested island for further evi- 
dence of the elusive bird. 

All's Well That 
Ends Well 

Which is better: a short, happy 
life, or a longer one with a not- 
so-happy ending? People's as- 
sessments of a life appear to 
be based far more on quality 
than on duration, psycholo- 
gists report in the March issue 
of Psydwlogical Science. 

Ed Diener and cdleagues at 
the Universii of Illinois, Urbana- 
Champaign, told groups of sub 
jects, both young and middle- 
aged, various -ions of the life 
of a fictional person named Jen. 
In one version,Jen lives a wry 
happy life, dying suddenly at 25. 
In another, she is happy till 25, 
then lives fiw more somewhat 
less happy years. In other tales, 
Jen lives l w r  but is miserable 
most of the time.The subjects 
preferred the short, happy life 
tothelonger,khappyone,or 
the sad, long life that bright- 
ened at the end to the shm, 
sad life. Both respanses are 
"counterintuitii," Diner says, 
because they reject "the eco- 
nomic principle that people 
choose the most [atmulatiw] 
good." Instead, they choose the 
life with the highest average 
amount of happiness, 

Princetan p g h b @  Daniel 
K a h m m n s r r y s t h i i ~  
with other- shawingthat 
 peoplet think of pastevents 
*"tendto-bythe 
@andbytheed,andtobe 
qui te insemitbtohw~i t  
lasted."Avividexmpk,henotes. 
annes fmm a study of people 
whounderwentpainful 
aolonoscopy -They maued 
an exam endingwith mild d i i  
comfort as Lea unpleasant than a 
shww exam that amduded 
w i t h g i w l t e r d i l  


