
RESOURCES 

Science at the Bottom of the World 
While northerners hunker down for a predicted harsh winter, in 
Antarctica it's already as toasty as O°C and the beginning of the 
field season.The icy continent is a booming place for science on ev- 
erything from meteorites to  Weddell seals, calving icebergs, and mi- 
crobes that thrive in the hostile Dry Valleys. 

No single Web site tracks all this research by at least 18 coun- 
tries, but one place to get a qvick overview is the Scientific Com- 
mittee on Antarctic Research. Its site briefly describes research 
projects ranging from glaciology to seals and.offers a few factoids 
(maximum ice thickness: 4776 meters; number of research stations: 
44). For more technical info, check out the U.S. Antarctic Resource 
center? where you can see all kinds of maps-zoom in on the 
nearly water-free Dry Valleys, for example. lf-it's general informa- 
tion you're after, check out the British Antarctic Survey's recently 
spiffed-up site? It includes updates on topics such as the ozone 
hole (which reached record size in September) as well as diaries: For 
example, a doctor who overwintered this year at Halley station de- 
scribes auroras, emperor penguins, a cartiping trip to a crevasse, and 
the last sunset (in October) before 24-hour daylight. 

E-ARCHIVES 

A Century of Ecology 
Journals and Science 
Weary of combing through dusty library 
stacks to  dig up old print-only articles? If 
you're an ecologist or botanist, you'll wel- 

I 
come the latest collection from ISTOR. a 
nonprofit that's building a Web archive of 
~arre-bv-~arre scans of iournal back issues. - J ,  - 
togettier with the ~colo'~ical Society of America, JSTOR has just un- 
veiled 29 major ecology and botany journals. Some, such as Ameri- 
can Naturalist, go back as far as 130 years. Most major university li- 
braries subscribe to the database, which cambe searched by full text. 

JSTOR recently reached another landmark of interest to  this 
magazine's readers: You can now look up articles in Science back 
to the very first issue in 1!95. 

www.jstor.org 

DATABASES 

Blueprint of a Plant 
This week marks a milestone in plant biology: the complete se- 
quencing of a plant genome, a small flowering weed known as 
Arabidopsis thaliana (see p. 2105).The plantls*home range on the 
Web is The Arabido~sis Information Resource ITAIR). a site built 
to  archive all I 17 'million bases 
sequenced by a collaboration of 
labs around the world. The latest 
annotation data were still beinn II rrrnn.u,~ 11 
loaded as Science went to 
but within a couple of weeks the 
site wilt be "the launchpad" for 
the genome, says site director 
Sue Rhee of the Carnegie Institu- 
tion of Washington at Stanford 
University. ~he-batabase can be 
searched by genetic markers, 
clones, and people, among other 
options. A mapper tool compares 
the sequence with genetic and 
physical maps. Other TAlR offerin 
postings. Or follow outside links to  
or read the rules for naming a gene. 

Biologists who want t o  know more about Arabidopsis can 
check out the December issue of Plant ~h~siology: Free online, 
this special issue is devoted t o  essays, reviews, and research 
about the promise 9f the genome. 

arabidopsis.orglhome.html 
www.plantphysiol.org 

accounts in the geneti& encyclopedia online ~ende1ia.n Inheri- 
tance in Man. Separate sections explore broader disorders that 
involve hearing loss, such as some mitochondria1 diseases. Be- 
sides l i n k  t o  resources like an ear protein database, there's also 
a list of mouse mod?ls. 

www.uia.ac.be/dnalab/hhh 

Send Internet news and great Web site suggestions to netwatch@aaas.org 
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