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science has divided itself into two tradi- 
tions, one from natural history, the other 
known as "physical science." Explanations 
in natural history use models of the past, 
consistent with physical laws, but not de- 
termined by them. Physical science expla- 
nations use universal models of atomic 
structure or mathematics. The two tradi- 
tions are often adversarial in the culture, in 
academic departments, and (consequently) 
in education. Research in artificial genet- 
ics shows that if these two traditions can 
be joined the combination has great power 
(3). For example, precision in biology will 
be better understood when we understand 
the history through which precision 
evolved. But only a few U.S. research lab- 
oratories have the advantage of moving 
smoothly from geology to evolution to 
chemistry to informatics. How should we 
join these traditions? A challenge, for sure. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

ETHICS SURVEY 


Hosted on the World Wide Web 

by Science's Next Wave 


(www.nextwave.org) 


Y o u  are invited to participate in an 
international Web-based survey of 
scientists and engineers being 
conducted by the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS) and 
UNESCO's World Commission on 
the Ethics of Scientific Knowledge 
and Technology (COMEST). The 
survey seeks to identify the ethical 
issues that advances in science and 
technology are likely to raise in the 
2 1st century. Whatever your 
discipline or stage of your career, 
your participation will help 
COMEST and AAAS develop 
programs and activities that address 
these issues. 

T o  complete the survey, please visit: 

WWW .NEXTWAVE.ORG 
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