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What is the trick behind
our ability to fill one
another’s heads with so
many different ideas?

.. .thepe are
two tricks:

STEVEN PINKER

¢ Author of The Language Instinct

WORDS
and RULES

The Ingredients of Language

New York Times

Steven Pinker, . author of How the
Mind Works, explains many of the myster-
ies of language through a deceptively
simple phenomenon: regular and irregular
verbs. In doing so, he connects an aston-
ishing range of topics in the sciences and
humanities, from the history of languages
to the imaging of the living brain.

“A gem."—New York Times

“Finding a reader-friendly balance
between humour, irreverence, and anal-
Iy retentive scholarship, Pinker unpacks
a remarkable variety of facts...The book
provides a scholarly, persuasive, enjoy-
able, and eminently readable account of

important language phenomena.”

—David Poeppel, Nature

“[Pinker] introduces simple ideas clearly

and complex ideas gradually, so readers

without a background in the field will not
be left behind....The book tells quite an
engaging story, one that anyone who
has puzzled over the quirks and foibles
of language is quite likely to enjoy....A
pleasure to read.”—James McClelland

and Mark Seidenberg, Science

Aiso by Steven Pinker:
THE LANGUAGE INSTINCT:
How the Mind Creates Language

ﬂPerennial www.harpercollins.com
NOW IN PAPERBACK
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SCIENCE'S COMPASS

Ph.D.’s as Science Teachers:
Notes from the Field

Only 0.8% of the scientific Ph.D. work-
force is employed teaching kindergarten
through grade 12 (K-12), according to
Jeffrey Mervis’s News Focus article
“How to produce better math and sci-
ence teachers” (1 Sept., p. 1454). A Na-
tional Research Council committee
“suggests tapping a talent pool that is
relatively underrepresented among
teachers [to teach K-12]: newly minted
Ph.D.s.”

I am a newly minted Ph.D. (October
2000) teaching high school. I find my ex-
tensive education in science to be a bene-
fit in teaching my advanced-placement
classes, but not so in teaching my standard
classes. Teaching the latter challenges not
my depth of knowledge, but my skills in
interacting with adolescents. This is a dif-
ferent field from the one for which I pur-
sued my degree. I also find the lack of
time available for professional develop-
ment as a scientist to be greatly limiting.
A Ph.D. in science is trained to pursue re-
search. These skills are not exercised in
the general high school experience.

Using science Ph.D.s to teach general
high school classes is a misappropriation
of resources. Assigning them to teach ad-
vanced classes or to serve as advisors for
curriculum development and research
projects would be a more efficient use of
resources, and this should be accompa-
nied by the opportunity for such individu-
als to pursue professional development to
prevent their dissatisfaction.

Louis Roccanova
Hicksville High School, Hicksville, NY 11801, USA.
E-mail: louisrocc@®aol.com

CORRECTIONS AND CLAR!F!CATHDN‘S

News Focus: “Help needed to rebuild sci-
ence in Yugoslavia” by R. Stone (27 Oct., p.
690). The photo at the bottom of page
691 should have been credited to Vojislava
Katic.

Pathways of Discovery: "The ascent of at-
mospheric sciences” by P. J. Crutzen and V.
Ramanathan (13 Oct., p. 299). The editors
would like to acknowledge Dr. james R.
Fleming of Colby College for his assis-
tance in the preparation of the timeline
for this essay.

News of the Week: "Texas scientist admits
falsifying results” by David Malakoff (13
Oct., p. 245). A caption with the figure on
page 245 misstates the journal in which the
original paper and the retraction appeared. It
is Immunity, not Immunology.
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