
Fungus Among 
Australian Frogs 

A fungus is on the wge of being 
comktedofcausingmassfrog 
deaths in Ausbralia 
gathwed in Caimslastwekto 
rwiewglwuirrgevidencethatthe 
ChYbidBatredKKhybJ- 

conduded that the fungus is a rel- 
atively recent irnrader.Aplin fwnd 
notrweofthekilleron600mu- 
seum specimens cdlected be- 
t w w ~  19SOand 1985,butthe 
* s p a r e s ~ ~ ~ o n f W  
odleaedmo~e-Otherre- 
searrhersshcrwedthatfm@Uving 
h some of Ausbalia's d upland 

mgions, h the fun- 

harder hit than 
populatiolls in 

whereinthe 
world(5&Ke, 4 
=April 1999,~ -- 

728), is a h  the major 
killer of Australian amphibians. 

Prior to the 2-day conference, 
"there was considerable doubt in 
the community that the chybid 
was a threat" to the 
mntryls fmgs, says Ken Aplin of 
the Westem Australian Museum 
in Perth. But findings presen&d 
at the meeting"sewed to con- 
vince the skeptics," he says. 
Hi awn wwk for instance, 

Comment of- 
fkiaIs in Ausbalia's North- 

em Tenitory are amvinced of the 
fungus threat thy ha~e just en- 
acted a ban on the import of am 
phiiintothesofarchyt~id- 
free state.And weatdm are rec- 
omn=dh!thatth@- 
mount a national campaign to 
~thekiUer'sspread,stardng 
byformal ly~ngthefur r  
gus as a P-W may 
c o m e t o o h w f o r t h e ~ a n d  

Rank lnrtitunon #c l ta ths  /tL3NTdWT #papaIrlcbth . - 
t HHMl 76,554 Michael ~arin, 1516677 
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UCSD -."--- 
2 Hennrd 37.1 18 Joan Massag1~6, 151UO2 

HHMI (Sban-Kettdng) -.----.------- 
15,966 John C. Reed, 1315268 

Burnham Inst. 

I r - j z z q s r  13,570 ~d~ J. ~ . n .  12/5435 
HHMI (St. Jude Hw.)  . - . - 

12,942 Fbnald Evans, 
HHMl (Salk M] 

The 300 or so biomedical research all-stars recruited by the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) in Chevy Chase, Mary- 
land, have easily outpaced the competition in publishing p m i -  
nent papers in molecular b i i  and genetics. A new analysis by 
the Imtitute fur Scientific Information in Philadelphia, which backs 
scientific publishing, found that HHMI-funded m e a n h e d  
actually work at numerous campuses-published papers that 
other reseamhers cited more than 76,000 times from 1994 to 
1998, more than double the number prodwed by runner-up Har- 
vard Un'hsity (see table). The sunrey also found that nine of the 
17 most cited scientists were HHMl inwstigators, but not the 
leader of the padc ceU signaling and gene transaiption meadw 
M i i  Karin of the University of California, San Diego (UCSD). 
Among journals, C d  published the most high-impaa papers, 371; 
Natureand Sdevloetiedfursecadwith 159- 

In what scientific mixonduct experts say is an unusual case, a fed- 
eral judge has sentenced a former drug company - to 3 
years in prison for falsifying data in a dinical trial Prosecutors 
charged that Hany Snyder, a former vice president of BioCryst 
Pharmaceutical in Birmingham, Alabama, and his wife, nurse Re- 
nee Peugeot, canspired to make BCX-34, a drug 
ddoped to treat psoriasis and ddn cancer, ap- C[i ni ca 1 
pear effective. The couple planned to cash in by 
selling stock in the company when the share Crime 
price rose on news of the drug's success, they 
alleged. But BioCryst abandoned the drug several years ago after 
infanning regulators about study irregularities. M month a jury 
convicted the couple of conspiracy, mail fraud, and making false 
statements to the Food and Drug Administation. 

kryder and kqeofs bwyers hilve appeded the di maintain- 
ing that the pair made only record-keepirlg e m  Criminaubng re- 
seaHch mktakes is"-says MarkWhite, Peugeots - 

Regulators routinely prosecute stock manipulators, but re- 
seard.rers don't often face aiminal chaw for falsifying data, says 
Chris Pascal, director of the government's Office of Research 
i-ty. Misconduct cases, he says, typically end up in court only 
if the researcher appeals government disciplinary action. 

NggedKimberleyr@minthe lheoutbreakisUagteatamcem," 
notthofWesteml\ustrdia;itsfirst saysApUn,becwseoftheregion's 
infected frog har just been found great frog M i .  

Patient Plant Breeders Hamst Food Prize 
Two Mexico City resea~hers of traits acceptable to both 
who worked for 30 years to farmers and consumers proved 
perfect a high-protein corn a tough row to hoe, says 
have won the $250,000 World Kendall Lamkey, an agronomist 
Food Prize, awarded by a Des at Iowa State University in 
Moines, l&ased found* Ames. But perseverance pro- 
tion. The new variety of corn, duced a "quality protein maize" 
or maize as it is known outside that looks like traditional vari- 
North America, produces up to eties 'The only difkrence is 
twice as much lysine and tryp- the superior [nutritional] quali- 
tophan-two essential amino ty," says ViUegaa 
acids for building p r o t e i n s  Farmers have planted at 
most modem varieties of trop- least 1 million hectares of the 
ical maize. 

Evangeline Vil- 
legas and Surinder 
Vasal of the Inter- 
national Maize and 
Wheat Improve- 
ment Center 
(CIMMYT) in Mexi- 
co City used tradi- 
tional trial-and- 
error breeding 
techniques to in- 
corporate a newly 
discowred gene into plants 
that had the same yield and 
pest resistance as traditional 
strains. Getting a combination 

v r ~ m ~  
\hsal,.b~~.* 
off thair kndiwwk. 

maizewhich can boost har- 
vests by 10%--in 10 coun- 
tries in Asia, South America, 
and Africa. 
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