more satisfying that
there are thousands of
such machines dis-
tributed because of my
research than to be
cited thousands of
times in the scientific
literature,” Berger told
Science. Still, the in-
vention is the fruit of
years of fundamental
research, she notes,
adding that “there is a
continuum between
basic and applied re-
search, not a division.”

Berger, 45, has
spent the last 9 months as technology direc-
tor in the Ministry of Research under re-
search minister Roger-Gérard Schwartzen-
berg, who proposed her for the CNRS post.
Whereas Schwartzenberg’s predecessor,
Claude Allegre, leaned heavily on CNRS re-
searchers to spend time in the universities
and industry and wanted to tie promotions to
such activities, Berger says that “mobility
should be encouraged by promotions, but in
no case should researchers [who do not
move] be penalized.”

Berger’s political baptism will come later
this month after the government unveils its
2001 budget proposal, and researchers are
rooting for her. “Berger is a first-class scien-
tist,” says Etienne-Emile Baulieu, a lab direc-
tor at the biomedical agency INSERM and the
inventor of RU-486, the so-called “abortion
pill.” She “will be very good for the CNRS.”
—MICHAEL BALTER

Berger. Journal ci-
tations aren’t the
be-all and end-all.

JAPANESE BUDGET

Big Hikes Sought for
Life Sciences, IT

TOKYO—Genomics, information technolo-
gy, and ocean drilling are the big winners in
the proposed 2001 budget for Japan’s major
science agency. The requests, submitted this
week, indicate the government’s continued
commitment to science and technology de-
spite flat overall spending for the fiscal year
beginning next April.
The increase “reflects the feeling among
our political leaders that [science budget] in-
> creases are needed to secure the country’s
¢ economic future,” says Nobuhiro Muroya,
deputy director of planning for the Science
and Technology Agency, which in April will
become part of a new Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology.
The growth also erases fears among many
scientists that the government would shift its
focus after having achieved a 5-year goal last
year to double the country’s spending on sci-
ence and technology, to 17 trillion yen ($162
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billion). The overall science budget, which in-
cludes several other agencies, won’t be
known until later this month, and it won’t be
finalized until December.

One of the biggest jumps within the new
superministry is in the life sciences, where
spending at research institutes and on large
projects will rise 25% to $963 million. The
increase particularly benefits the Genomic
Sciences Center at RIKEN (the Institute of
Physical and Chemical Research), where the
budget will nearly double, to $152 million.
The center plans to accelerate its work on
the structural analysis of human proteins
and to launch a new bioinformatics group.

The requests for 2001 also point to a
heavy investment in information technolo-
gies. A program to connect all the nation’s
universities in a high-capacity, high-speed
communications network is seeking an 8%
increase, to $406 million. Funding for re-
search into next-generation networks and
communications technologies would more
than double, to $411 million.

Funding for the ocean drilling program
(Science, 13 November 1998, p. 1251) would
rise by nearly 12%, to $79.5 million. The cen-
terpiece of the program is a $350 million drill
ship with expanded capabilities. The funding
increase “means we now have the entire bud-
get needed to complete the drill ship,” says
Takeo Tanaka, head of the ocean drilling pro-
gram at the Japan Marine Science and Tech-
nology Center. The boost in next year’s bud-
get also provides funds to operate the ship af-
ter its completion in 2004, and to plan a sci-
entific program that will begin in 2006.

Not all scientific efforts are faring so well,
however. The National Astronomical Observa-
tory failed to win construction funds for an ar-
ray of millimeter and submillimeter radio tele-
scopes jointly planned for the Atacama desert
of northern Chile by the United States, Eu-
rope, and Japan. But Masato Ishiguro, director
of the project for the observatory, hopes for
money in time to begin work in 2002.

~DENNIS NORMILE

Academies Fault Reno
Over Handling of Lee

The already tangled tale of Wen Ho Lee, the
nuclear weapons physicist jailed for allegedly
copying classified information from comput-
ers at Los Alamos National Laboratory in New
Mexico, took another twist last week. While
federal judges feuded over whether the suspect
should be released to home detention before
his trial, the country’s scientific establishment
attacked Attorney General Janet Reno over the
way Lee is being treated.

On 31 August the presidents of the na-
tion’s preeminent science academies released

an open letter that blasts Reno. Lee has been
“a victim of unjust treatment,” say the presi-
dents, since he was jailed last December fol-
lowing a yearlong investigation into possible
spying at Los Alamos. The letter—signed by
Bruce Alberts of the National Academy of
Sciences, William Wulf of the National
Academy of Engineering, and Kenneth Shine
of the Institute of Medicine—also com-
plained that Reno had failed to respond to two
earlier letters inquiring about his treatment,
including alleged restrictions on contact with
his family and the use of shackles while in
solitary confinement. A one-page letter that
they received in May from a Department of
Justice (DOJ) official “was not a satisfactory
response,” they said. Noting the academies’
efforts on behalf of political prisoners in other
countries, Wulf told Science that even some
repressive foreign regimes “had done a far
better job” of answering routine letters
protesting the treatment of jailed scientists.

But Wulf says the trio might not have
publicly raked Reno over the coals had they
known about another letter that DOJ sent to a
workers’ advocacy group at Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory in California.
Two weeks before the academies released
their letter, DOJ senior counsel Richard
Rogers sent the Society of Professional Sci-
entists and Engineers (SPSE) a three-page
discussion of Lee’s treatment, including as-
surances that he was
shackled only when being
moved and was allowed
visits from his family. The
letter, which responded
to an SPSE letter protest-
ing Lee’s treatment, “is
much more explicit than
the one we got,” Wulf
said after receiving a copy
from Science.

Rogers says that “it’s
unfortunate” that a copy
wasn’t sent to the aca-
demies. He says he is
“sorry about” the over-
sight and isn’t sure why
it occurred.

DOJ may be able to make amends with
its next letter. Wulf and his colleagues also
want to know how the government plans to
punish an FBI agent who apparently gave
misleading testimony at a court hearing last
year that led a judge to jail Lee pending his
trial, scheduled to start in November. Last
week the judge ruled that Lee could go
home, a step widely seen as a blow to the
government’s case. A few days later, howev-
er, a higher court unexpectedly stepped in to
block the release, sparking what is likely to
be another lengthy—and confusing—round
of wrangling over Lee’s fate.

=DAVID MALAKOFF

Captive. Wen Ho
Lee’s treatment
in jail draws fire.
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