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iijei~.intcritic.ir~st o  their cr!~lstiiuci~ts. If tEicy orcn't a1re;ldy nwarc of 
that ohligarior~,i t  is soon rircitie pi:iin to ti~rli~ ii>y nt1-ii.r~ 11:lvi. fie- 

cjueiirly bcen nsiivd in rzci:i11 svecks, for caamplc. whi.tlier I 1i:ive an ";igcn- 
(it)'' lbr .Yi ir~i?c:~:'.I.'pt.)~t sepi!;ing in rllc negrztivc, I u>ually then ha!;' one rec- 
oirrrncniiet.ito inc. Soii~c of ti~ese sug;;csiio!is simply arri\~e ciii tlicir own. wirli-
o i i t  incit;itinri. i'lleir f;)r~n;tt is sil;;jiestcd by ihc  foL1t)wii1ghyp0tl~ctic3l lcties: 

"i)eCirI)r. Ketinctiy: C::i~r~gr;r~i~iarions on )'our ;tppointrl~errt. Ian? sure it  wilk he a 
gcwd thing fbr niir ci~tcsprisc.'.(T'11ot.s the rilinr. ctir'rc; tiic fzistball fi)Iiows.') "I-iliv~ng 

ctweriige. Kegrcilahiy, oniy two papers ill the fietd (11' pnici~zoic hlogeochemisty ha\,;: hccn 
p~ibiis11r:~iiitirliig 1112 ;):ist ye;ir. 11i)tll t>L'tl1c111 obsc:lre research ~ S O I I ~ S .  iioln ~Iesei.vi.dl~* W CSJ)CC 

rr~orc." Such cc,nlr!~r~nic;it~i,i~s r~spcct  OF..- 111oseare snnleiirnes v:igtie i ~ i t i ?  to what they ir7anlI:IC!T~ 

pq3er.s. or rj11)re cp.iaii!y ccxitrnl'? 
I gucrs I want n?(m tOi>: I-IIOI-~papers, t r i l c i  evc~i  bcttcr i?api"rs, l31.1t as lo a rnorc sj?ecifrc :igcnda. 

I icaliv tii111't tiave itnc. ,it 16351 ilot vet. But 1" 11:xve sc11nc hclicis that r.c;i~iers:ifill~orl t r ibt i t~~rsmight 
like to 1;nutv zibout. ;inti 1 ha1.c txcn leariling ( ; i s  i f  drinking i io in '1 firci~osc,:tbout Scici,ri<policies 
hi.irealing suhrniss~oiis a i d  c o n ~ i i ~ e i ~ t siin r l~e s\ibnrissicii.rs of otlic1.r;.l 'his  is probiibly ii gooti l i i i~ l :  

r o  get sc\"er;rl c.>l'  thcsc of?f17e t ; ib I~ .  
Srii,ii~~c. o f  scicr~tii'ic wctrk t i ~ a tis both escell'iit is. first o f  , i l l ,  3 veiii~efi)s the ct-tmrllu:ii;:rtiorl 

a!?d ii~~p'rtiintatcintlo f  s ~ i e n c cnews that is bolli relevant :+nd~ntere,iiing,13111 I so believe tlrlat it 

slitluld bc ;ivcriuc for ciiscoursc. I%irst~iiig ti~iitI > I I s ~ I ) ~ ~ ,~ ~ C ~ ~ C C C S S O T S  

1 
i n >  ~'stiib-

lislicd ii t t . )~ t~ l c .ir~ite of or~tlers irr  ;tiiiliti~~rl Ourt o  f<e.;o;lrvh Articles , ~ n dEkports. 
wixk spc;~lisin n-i;:ily ciittt.rei~t rniscies: ~-cr;o.slieztil-c. srin~tnariziilg. syrltliesizi~rg, 
applyirlp. : i~~ii ~j)~ei .~Iat i i~g,  Kcvic\t.s. I':itilt\+;rys ot' I)isccx.cr): ;ir'idI'e~.specfivc~, 

'"New editors Pcdicy f,tx-tit~~sarc outizti; fbr ii~cse v'lriorlz: \li\ic~:s td  svieiicc, atici wc hope iticy 
wil l  iiiti~roe initre oi'uur rer~dersro i t r r ~ irircir i)\"i~~.

have a certain WI.: ;ilsone icu~nc  so we cxpcci that alttrough rrlast letters arid 'Tcchni-c;r.iiicis~~i, 
c;ii C~oi~lillc!~ts or  ~Iartij '  publisiioi! rrinioriai. sorrie wii i  bo criiic;~l.\l+m.ill ~ rnp l i r \ *

obligation to \tclcc)~tlc rllcsc, editing lllciil i)rily for spacc 2nd cliirity. 1i;c 1113~rejCet SOIIIC, LIP-

pl?ing rhc rhrcc-proilged test of qrraiity, i~cle\,arrze, arrrl civility. 'l"i11: ];lit entry is 
define their nut on the list becaus;: :ire rnistr~is~ ( l n  rile co~rtsary. \i,e iri\:ite it, whilec o ~ ~ t r o v ~ ~ ~ s y  


pUrpaSeS... I S  beiievi~~g \ \ i~i~txi t 
i~ir~nly tiltit dis~igree~i~ent ?iiie~i:ltion 1s possil~lc e \ w ~  \vhere i~a!>-
pears itrfrlcuit to acltizvc. M'e sit':: ;tii~hijrs311c!pjiortii;?iiy to rtsponcl it) Ie~ter.; or 
Jt.chnic,i! C'otnnienii: ullcn lcricrs titkc issriz v,it'rl ;I Neivs report, tile News ivrtter 
inay rzii>ond i?rie:ly n f ~ c n  cl;iriilcatioil is irt ortler. I:iri:~iIy. we occasiorially re- 
ceive. ; ~ r ~ d\\ei~,ttriie. lettci's rli:it arrivc of' the blue. rlntctiiercd it) ;iniev~ons 

piece in S,,ic,ri~.is.'1fie strr\:iv;il guide to Cortlon C'oiitkrcilcos in tlie 2 June issue i s  n lively exarr~ple. 
I'1i:ii brings iis to the prirn;iry nlatcriiil itself‘ the Articles ii:-id Reports of origi~:;~lrcscarclt. Xlo~v 

trrt~cll coi,tror.crsy they crc;!te piai111y ~lcpends on ~vllatwu deciiiz to publish! 'There is  pn,h;:hly a 
safe path, i h o t ~ y ! ~  i)tily j)i!pers 1 zt)rrti'ss t woitlcir~'tkllow how to find it. I t  t ~ r > i l l i !in\c-\lvc piibli~t~li.~g 
that prosetit cs~~nplerc clear a n d  un;~i.gu;~hle L1"elike clari\y. ;i:iti wefindings, icadirlg i t )  co~~clusions. 
will cert;iirily ptl?lisI~lots of tirc!sc repiiris, 13111 sciericc ~rw:iiiy dodsn't flriririsll in a bl,~tlti,iiisj?i.lte-
free en\ironinei~t. Str we will accept solnc I.iip!i-risk p:ij?i.rs if'ihc rcsulli they present :ire intercstiitg 
anti wcli supi?orletl. atld i f  their eonclt~sic~ns tire. we]?. !c!'s say rc:ison~ible.if at~tiacio~ib. 

C)i'iotii.s~ lllat may invite leticrs. We: hope so; tirat's how rhings gcr \vorkcd (lilt ilr 1111sbuslr~ess. 
Sc,tertce xitholit disc$c!\lrce and controversy is ";;rtic scieuc;:. I t  can be rtu,ti\'arcd ;tnd enii-i~encd hy 
neii-r?~an,tgcii tiisagreoi~rcnl. :inti providii~ptlic venLic ailti the niw~?a;-rement is pdrt of 5'1:rr~ii'~~'sfriis-
sion. \Ve cannot fiiifili it unless our ~ ~ i i i t ~ ~ . r i:ire prepnrcd to participate: K Ilupe this tiescrij?tiun of 
ivhlit \vc dzl in o u r  iarioiis ticparimcnis ~ r ~ i l lencourtrpe t11:it. 
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