
Year issu&om updates on stern cell funding to tutorials on cos- 
mic rniacrwaves and sites that cut through the hype over b i i i -  
neered foods. 
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explanations such as a coUEbFon b p m n  two neutron stars. 
Ma&dyenhasfiestoonedhisWebsite withknagesfromhisd 
ek ?nd promises to add movies "after the holidays." 
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I Fielding Questions on 

I Biotech Crops 
The often vitriolic debate over the risks and promise of genetically 
modified (GM) foods-are they "Frankenfoods" or a boon that will 
allow farmers to slash pesticide use?-has generated a flood 
of Web sites, manv  artisan. Here are two that strive for a 

middle-of-the-road 
penpedive. 

Aiming to "pro- 
vide a balanced 
view." esoeciallv on 
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NETWATCH 
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a study of gene flow between cultivated and wild beets, and a 
widely reported meeting in C h i  on altered com and monarch 
buttmfk) The site dxr taps a database of proposed field trials of 
GM crops. Moma&o leadswith o m  1500 reqwsts, one can learn; 
crops in the pipeWne range from drought-tderant Kentucky blue- 
gmss to virus-resistant grapes. Other sections cover risk assess- 
menffrorn~proceedi~tobiosafetycommittees. 

For policy news in the United Kingdom, try this university 
site? where you can read Prince Charles's 10 questions about 
transgenic foods possd in the Dsily Mall last summer-along 
with a scientist's response--ar learn which stores have offered 
GM products. (The list includes Marks and Spencer, which has 
sdd jelty beans made with t rmqp ic  corn.) The site also con- 
trasts fegsllatory approaches in the Unitetd States and Europe, 
an8 offers a ton of Link from G- to biotech companies. 

The US. gowmment has date& bunched a campaign to ad- 
dress fears about b i i  crops. for spe&xs, public meetings, 
li* to agemb, and the Like, visit this site? 

-nb*ap.vt.edu 
www.ncbe.reading~.uk/NCBVCMf OODlmenu.htm1 

* www.usiagovlt~VglobaVbiotech 

HOT PICKS 

Malrfnb light of Photonic crystaka 
tiny Lat t ike structwes that channel photocls, 
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StiemaallhrrtkckAshopesgrawfar~~ngdiseaseswithhurnan 
icstem d s ,  Sdwme's Breakthmugh of the\kirr,schWs 

vvabdr i r?gwhe tSre r~ in tewemtores t rk t th i i  
utmmary of where things stand, see www.lscpp..ogl 

W n g  daily news artides and other links is 
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Mv&&g the genome. Offering a sort of road atlas for finding 
is the C;enome ChaMld, a site packed with popup Java win- 

k y w  zoom in fram dwomoxwnes to annotated DNA se 
W take you to sequendng centers far 24 orgdsms, in- 

hmansmice,and E colr: & 
f4iomme hunt drapes up. Probing whether space k curved or flat 

haw been m ~ n g  for dws in ripples in the universe's 
let? fram the big b a n g . M  Morids explain 

i c m ~ ~ f a r n e o p h y t e s , a s w e U a s i n t e r m e -  

wwwmrias.eduf-whu/physicsfphysi~~.htrnl 

Worlds apart. Astronomers this year upped their tally of planets 
solar system to nearly 30 and found the first direct 
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