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Thanks to NIH, R&D Ends Up 
With 5% Boost 

After raising some haddes early on, Con- w d  up delivering a hefty increase in 
federal R&D spending. But some wony that NIH's increases are skewing the balance 

Like a television hero who wercomes certain vote, along with moves to hold down request- 
death midway through each week's episode, ed increases for the Department of Energy 
the federal R&D budget survived another har- (DOE) and NSF, prompted D. Allan Bromley 
mwing adventure this year to emerge with just -a Yale University engineer and science ad- 
a fav bruises. Savlng the biggest for last, leg- viser to former President George Busk-to 
islators bestowed a record spending incmse proclaim in The Wmhington Post that "this 
on biomedical research to accompany a hefly year's federal budget for science is a disash.'' 

By last week, however, Bromley had changed 
his tune. "The final product was much better 
than I had feared," Bromley said about com- 
promises that reversed the NASA cuts and 
produced better-than-inflation increases for 
science programs at NSF and DOE. 

Boosters of defense-related research m 
also able to avercome early thapats. In Febru- 
ary, the White House submitted a request that 
shrank the Department of Defense's O D ' s )  
$4.3 billion basic and applied research ac- 
counts by 5%. The cuts would have pushed 
DOD research spenrlmg to its lawest level in 
35 years when adjusted for inflation (Science, 
11 h e ,  p. 1749). But Congress rejected that 
plan and approved a 6% increase that boosted 
military R&D to nearly $4.6 billion and re- 
versed years of decline. The White House 
plan "was dead on anid," says one Republi- 
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